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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 188 %7

| NTRODUCED BY HI LL, JUBELI RER, HOMRD, HOLL, SCANLON, SWEENEY
AND REI BMAN, FEBRUARY 7, 1977

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 7, 1977
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a

Consol idated Statutes, adding a definition of catastrophe to

the provisions or destruction of property.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3302 of Title 18, act of Novenber 25,
1970 (P.L.707, No.230), known as the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, is anended by adding a subsection to read:

§ 3302. Causing or risking catastrophe.

* * %

(c) Catastrophe defined. --Catastrophe neans seri ous bodily

infjury to five or nore people or substantial damage to five or

nore separate habitations, or property |oss in excess of

Section 2. Section 3303 of Title 18 of the act, is anended
to read:
§ 3303. Failure to prevent catastrophe.

A person who knowi ngly or recklessly fails to take reasonabl e



nmeasures to prevent or mtigate a catastrophe as defined in

section 3302(c) (relating to causing or risking catastrophe),

when he can do so w thout substantial risk to hinmself, conmts a
m sdeneanor of the second degree if:
(1) he knows that he is under an official, contractual
or other legal duty to take such nmeasures; or
(2) he did or assented to the act causing or threatening

t he cat astrophe.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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