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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2660 *3%%

| NTRODUCED BY REED, SEPTEMBER 11, 1978

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, SEPTEMBER 11, 1978
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AN ACT
Providing for the responsibilities of the State Council of Cvil

Def ense and certain individuals in connection with incidents

occurring during the transportation of hazardous substances.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Training.

The State Council of Civil Defense, with the support and
assi stance of the Departnent of Education and Departnment of
Transportation, shall make training avail able for energency
personnel providing fire, rescue or anmbul ance services in
Pennsyl vania to better prepare themfor the handling of
situations involving the use, storage or transportation of
hazar dous subst ances.

Section 2. Conmmuni cati ons.

The State Council of Civil Defense shall provide to the
officer on duty during the tinme its office is open tel ephone
comuni cati on equi pnment separate fromthe personal tel ephone
service he may have at his residence.

Section 3. Notification of civil defense and nuni ci pal
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aut horities.

(a) Wenever there is an incident involving the
transportati on of hazardous materials reportable to the Public
Uility Comm ssion, the person responsible for its
transportation, use or storage shall give inmediate notification
of it to the civil defense office of the county and the police
and fire authorities of the municipality within which the
i ncident has occurred. Those agencies shall be informed of the
conpl ete nature of the incident and the threat that may exi st or
coul d exist to personnel or residents. The individual
responsi ble for notification of the Public Utility Conm ssion
shall be the person responsible for notification of the civil
defense office of the county and the rmnunicipal authorities. The
representative of the Public Utility Conm ssion receiving the
notification shall determ ne whether the county and rmuni ci pal
authorities have been properly notifi ed.

(b) Wenever there is an incident involving the
transportation, use or storage of hazardous materials other than
that provided for in subsection (a), the person on the scene
responsi ble for its transportation, use or storage shal
i medi ately notify the county civil defense office and the fire
and police authorities of the nmunicipality in which the incident
occurs. Those agencies shall be informed of the exact nature of
the incident and, if possible, the extent of danger to personnel
and residents or others which does or nay eventually exist.
Section 4. Availability of information.

The State Council of Civil Defense shall provide to al
county civil defense offices and regional offices information
concerni ng hazardous materials. The information shall include an

exact description of the conposition of the various hazardous
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materials, their threat to |life and property and known ways to
neutralize, disperse, contain, and handle themin the event of
an incident that threatens |ife or property. The informtion
shall be available on a regular basis through the council and
regional civil defense offices.

Section 5. Right to act in emergencies.

Whenever it is determned that a serious threat to life or
property exists in an incident involving the transportation, use
or storage of hazardous materials, a "hazardous materials
energency” shall be deened to exist. Enmergency personnel of the
county civil defense or nmunicipal fire authorities may then
order such action as is necessary to reduce or elimnate the
threat. Such authorities shall be immune fromcivil liability
for any action by the shipper, or storage container owner for
actions carried out pursuant to this section.

Section 6. Site managenent and coordi nati on.

Whenever there is an incident provided for in this act and
energency personnel are at the site the fire chief or his
designee of the fire departnent of the nmunicipality in which the
i ncident has occurred shall be the person-in-charge of the
scene. He or said designee, in addition to the normal discharge
of his functions, shall be responsible for the coordination of
personnel , equi pnent and supplies of all energency units and
per sonnel responding to the incident.

Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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