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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2312 =%

| NTRODUCED BY DOVBROWBKI, MJUSTO, BELLOM NI, WANSACZ, WARGO,
ZI TTERVAN, PETRARCA, SHUPNI K AND D. S. HAYES, APRIL 5, 1978

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, APRIL 5, 1978
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AN ACT

Concerning a dental care program for persons receiving old age
pensi on public assistance, and nmaking an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Dental Care
Act . "

Section 2. Legislative declaration.

(a) It is the purpose of this act to pronote the public
health and wel fare of the people of Pennsylvania by providing an
alternative to the present nedicaid systemwhich will furnish
necessary dental appliances and services to individuals whose
i ncone and resources are insufficient to neet the costs of such
appl i ances and services, thereby enabling individuals and
famlies to attain or retain their capabilities for independence
and sel f care.

(b) The objectives of this act shall be inplenmented through

vari ous executive departnents, agencies, and political



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

subdi vi si ons of the Commonweal th in cooperation with private
i ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons.
Section 3. Definition.

As used in this act, "departnent” means the Departnent of
Heal t h.

Section 4. Dental program vendor paynents; eligibility.

(a) The departnent shall adm nister a program of dental
assi stance to provide dentures, denture naintenance, and nouth
preparation through vendor paynents for persons eligible for
property tax and rent rebate assistance. The departnent shal
pronul gate necessary rules and regul ations for the
i npl enentation of such program and nmay enter into contracts wth
dental |aboratories in order to purchase dentures in volunme at a
| ower cost.

(b) The department shall adm nister the programthrough the
i ssuance of vendor paynents to dentists and shall establish a
central registry of dentists participating in the program

(c) Any dentist who participates in the program established
in this act by providing services or appliances to any person
presenting the appropriate certification is eligible for vendor
paynents.

Section 5. Copaynent schedule; commttee; eligibility; maxinum
paynent s.

(a) A State and recipient copaynent schedule, with a maxi mum
State contribution of 80% shall be established. The recipient's
share of the copaynent shall be based on a fee schedul e
established by a dental subconmttee of the are agency on aging
| ocated in each of the planning and managenent regions of this
State. Each subcommittee shall consist of seven nenbers

appoi nted by the Governor, the conposition of which shall be
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three dentists, two consuners, and two at-large nenbers, neither
of whom shall be a dentist. Al ternms of service shall be at the
pl easure of the Governor. The subconmm ttee's duties shall be
establ i shed by the departnent by rule and shall include anong
ot her duties: accepting and approving applications; providing
referrals to dentists; follow ng up on vendor paynents; and
establishing a list of public and private dental resources in
t he county.

(b) Persons eligible for dental appliances and services
under this act may apply for such to the appropriate
subcomm ttee. The subconmittee shall contact the departnent to
determine eligibility of the applicant for the program and, upon
receiving certification therefor, shall approve such
appl i cation.

(c) The maximum fee for dental services shall be as follows:

(1) Full dentures, upper and |ower, including
adj USEMBNt S, ..o e $350

(2) Single or partial dentures, including

adj UStIMBNt S. . ... 175
(3) Repair of fractured dentures.................. 15
(4) Replacenent or repair of one broken tooth..... 15

and for each additional tooth................. 5

(5) Addition of a tooth to a partial denture to

replace a natural tooth............................... 25
and for each additional tooth................. 10

(6) Replacenent of clasp, clasp intact............ 25
(7) Replacenent of clasp, newclasp............... 35
(8) Relinenent of dentures........................ 45
(9) Renoval of permanent tooth.................... 8
(10) Surgical removal ........ ... ... .. . . .. .. ... 15
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Section 6. Operation period of program review

Cl ainms by dentists for vendor paynments under this act will be
accepted for dental services rendered between January 1, 1978
and Decenber 31, 1978. Cains may not be accepted by the
departnment for services rendered before or after said dates.
Section 7. Records; conplaints.

(a) The departnent shall be responsible for keeping records
on dental appliances and services provided under this act.

(b) The departnent shall designate a najor association of
dentists in this Comonwealth, willing to do so, for the
recei ving and processing of conplaints of persons applying for
or receiving dental appliances or services under the provisions
of this act.

(c) Each dental subconmittee of the area agencies on the
aging shall submit a report to the departnent no later than
April 30, 1979, on the dental program functions adm nistered by
it under the provisions of this act.

Section 8. Appropriation.

The sum of $2, 000,000, or so nmuch thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Health
fromthe State Lottery Fund, for the paynent of dental
assi stance provided by this act.

Section 9. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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