PRINTER S NO. 2842

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2235 *%%”"

| NTRODUCED BY W SE, HARPER, | RVIS, MANDERI NO, REED, FLAHERTY,
DAVI ES, GLEESON, J. L. WRIGHT JR , MEBUS, BROWN, HOEFFEL
KUKOVI CH, COLE, RHODES, | TKIN, HASKELL, M LANOVI CH, COHEN,
O DONNELL, SWEET, ZEARFGSS, LEVIN, HONAMAN, E. Z. TAYLOR
Pl CCOLA, SCI RI CA, COAELL, WLSON, M H GEORGE, G LLETTE,
KERNI CK, POIT, RI CHARDSON AND VHI TE, APRIL 3, 1978

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRIL 3, 1978
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206, No.331), entitled
"An act concerning townships of the first class; anending,
revi sing, consolidating, and changing the law relating
thereto,” providing for equal rights between nen and wonen.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 402, act of June 24, 1931 (P.L. 1206,
No. 331), known as "The First C ass Township Code," reenacted and
anended May 27, 1949 (P.L.1955, No.569), and anmended Septenber
7, 1955 (P.L.563, No.140), is repeal ed.
Section 2. Section 644 and clause XXXVIII1 of section 1502 of
the act are anended to read:
Section 644. Renovals.--No person enployed in any police or
fire force of any township shall be suspended, renoved or
reduced in rank except for the follow ng reasons: (1) physical

or nental disability affecting his ability to continue in

service, in which cases the person shall receive an honorable
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di scharge fromservice; (2) neglect or violation of any official
duty; (3) violation of any |aw of this Comonweal t h which

provi des that such violation constitutes a m sdeneanor or
felony; (4) inefficiency, neglect, intenperance, disobedience of
orders, or conduct unbecom ng an officer; (5) intoxication while
on duty; (6) engaging or participating in conducting of any
political or election canmpaign otherwi se than to exercise his
own right of suffrage. A person so enployed shall not be renoved
for religious, racial or political reasons. A witten statenent
of any charges made agai nst any person so enpl oyed shall be
furnished to such person within five days after the sane are
filed with the comm ssion.

If for reasons of econony or other reasons it shall be deened
necessary by any township to reduce the nunber of paid enpl oyes
of the police or fire force, then such township shall apply the
foll ow ng procedure: (a) if there are any enployes eligible for
retirement under the ternms of any retirenent or pension |aw,

t hen such reduction in nunbers shall be nmade by retirenent if
the party to be retired is eligible for retirenent; (b) if the
nunber of paid enployes in the police or fire forces eligible to
retirement is insufficient to effect the necessary reduction in
nunbers or if there are no persons eligible for retirenment or if
no retirenent or pension fund exists, then the reduction shal

be effected by furloughing the [man or nmen] person or persons,

i ncludi ng probationers, |ast appointed to the respective force.
Such renoval shall be acconplished by furloughing in nunerical
order comrencing with the [man] person |ast appointed until such
reducti on shall have been acconplished. In the event the said
police force shall again be increased, the enployes furl oughed

shall be reinstated in the order of their seniority in the
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servi ce.

Section 1502. The corporate power of a township of the first
cl ass shall be vested in the board of township conm ssioners.
The board shall have power - -

* x *

XXXVI11. Soldiers' Cenmeteries. To purchase plots of ground
in any cenetery or burial ground for the internment of such
deceased service [nmen] persons who shall hereafter die within
such township, or shall die beyond such township and shall have
a legal residence within such township at the tinme of their
deat h, and whose bodies are entitled to be buried by the county
under the provisions of existing |aws. Such plots of ground
shall be paid for out of the treasury of such township.

* x *

Section 3. Cause XLVII.Il of section 1502 of the act, added
July 3, 1957 (P.L.469, No.263), is anended to read:

Section 1502. The corporate power of a township of the first
cl ass shall be vested in the board of township conm ssioners.
The board shall have power--

* x *

XLVIT.11. Appropriations for Comrunity Nursing Services. To
appropriate noney annually towards any nonprofit associations or
corporations which provide conmunity nursing services for the
control of communi cabl e di sease, the inmunization of children,
the operation of child health centers (Wl l-Baby dinics),
in the prenatal period and fam |y heal th gui dance, including
nutrition, detection and correction of defects, all of which

relate to the responsibilities of |ocal boards of health.

* * %
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Section 4. Section 1621 of the act is anended to read:

Section 1621. Jury of View --The court shall thereupon

jury, being sworn or affirmed to faithfully performits duties,

proceedi ngs, of the tinme and place of the first meeting, in such

1

2

3

4

5 shall give notice to all parties likely to be affected by the
6

7 manner as the court shall direct.

8

Section 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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