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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2067 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY DUFFY, GAMBLE, COWELL, RAVENSTAHL, MRKON C
GEl SLER AND LOGUE, FEBRUARY 15, 1978

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, FEBRUARY 15, 1978

O (o0} ~ OO WNE

N R R R R R R R R R R
o O 0o N o o »d Ww N - O

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 20, 1974 (P.L.564, No.193), entitled
"An act providing for the increased use of peer review groups
by giving protection to individuals and data who report to
any review group,” extending the protection given by the act
to review conmttees of associations of health care facility
oper ators.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Sections 2 and 4, act of July 20, 1974 (P.L.564,

No. 193), known as the "Peer Review Protection Act," are anended
to read:

Section 2. Definitions.--As used in this act:

["Heal th care professionals" neans individuals who are
licensed in the health care field to practice under the | aws of
t he Commonweal t h. ]

"Peer review' neans the procedure for evaluation by [health

care professionals] professional health care providers of the

quality and efficiency of services ordered or performed by other

[health care professionals] professional health care providers,

i ncluding practice analysis, inpatient hospital and extended
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care facility utilization review, nedical audit, anbulatory care

review, [and] clains review, and the conpliance of a hospital,

nur si ng hone or conval escent hone or other health care facility

operated by a professional health care provider with the

standards set by an associ ati on of health care providers and

with applicable | aws, rules and reqgul ati ons.

"Prof essional health care provider" neans individuals who are

|i censed, or organi zati ons who are approved, to practice or

operate in the health care field under the | aws of the

Commpnweal th, including, but not linmted to, the foll ow ng

i ndi vi duals or organi zati ons:

(1) A physician.

(2) A dentist.

(3) A podiatrist.

(4) A chiropractor.

(5) An optonetrist.

(6) A psychol ogi st.

(7) A pharnaci st.

(8) A reqgistered or practical nurse.

(9) A physical therapist.

(10) An administrator of a hospital, a nursing or

conval escent honme, or other health care facility.

(11) A corporation or other organi zati on operating a

hospital, a nursing or conval escent hone or other health care

"Professional society" includes nedical, psychol ogical,
nursi ng, dental, optonetric, pharnmaceutical, chiropractic and
podi atri c organi zati ons having as nenbers at |least a mgjority of
the eligible licentiates in the area or health care facility or

agency served by the particular society.
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"Revi ew organi zati on" means any conmittee engagi ng in peer
review, including a hospital utilization review commttee, a
hospital tissue conmttee, a health insurance review commttee,
a hospital plan corporation review commttee, a professional
health service plan review conmttee, a dental review committee,
a physicians' advisory conmttee, a nursing advisory commttee,
any commttee established pursuant to the nedical assistance
program and any commttee established by one or nore State or
| ocal professional societies, to gather and review informtion
relating to the care and treatnent of patients for the purposes
of (i) evaluating and inproving the quality of health care
rendered; (ii) reducing norbidity or nortality; or (iii)
establ i shing and enforcing guidelines designed to keep within
reasonabl e bounds the cost of health care. It shall al so nean
any hospital board or commttee review ng the professional
qualifications or activities of its nedical staff or applicants

for adm ssion thereto. It shall also nean a conmittee of an

associ ati on of professional health care providers review ng the

operati on of hospitals, nursing hones, conval escent hones or

other health care facilities.

Section 4. Confidentiality of Review Organization's
Records. --The proceedi ngs and records of a review commttee
shall be held in confidence and shall not be subject to
di scovery or introduction into evidence in any civil action

agai nst a [health care] professional health care provider

arising out of the matters which are the subject of evaluation
and review by such conmttee and no person who was in attendance
at a neeting of such conmttee shall be permtted or required to
testify in any such civil action as to any evidence or other

matters produced or presented during the proceedi ngs of such
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commttee or as to any findings, recomendations, eval uations,
opi nions or other actions of such conmttee or any nenbers

t hereof: Provided, however, That information, docunents or
records otherw se available fromoriginal sources are not to be
construed as i nmune from di scovery or used in any such civil
action nmerely because they were presented during proceedi ngs of
such comm ttee, nor should any person who testifies before such
commttee or who is a nenber of such commttee be prevented from
testifying as to matters within his know edge, but the said

wi t ness cannot be asked about his testinony before such a
commttee or opinions fornmed by himas a result of said
committee hearings.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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