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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1863 %5

Report of the Committee of Conference

To the Menbers of the House of Representatives and Senate:

We, the undersigned, Commttee of Conference on the part of
t he House of Representatives and Senate for the purpose of
consi dering House Bill No. 1863, entitled:

tr-at+on—of—stubpoeenas— AVENDI NG Tl TLE 42 (JUDI CI ARY AND JUDI CI AL
PROCEDURE) OF THE PENNSYLVANI A CONSOLI DATED STATUTES, PROVI DI NG

FOR OPTI ONAL TRAFFI C COURTS AND FOR SUBPCENAS | N CRI M NAL
PROCEEDI NGS. "

respectfully submt the following bill as our report:

NOCRVAN S. BERSON
JAMES J. MANDERI NO
ANTHONY J. SCI Rl CA

(Committee on the part of the House of Representatives.)

M CHAEL A. O PAKE
HENRY C. MESSI NGER
Rl CHARD A. SNYDER

(Committee on the part of the Senate.)
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, adding judges to certain

courts of common pleas, and providing for optional traffic

courts and for subpoenas in crimnal proceedings.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 911 of Title 42, act of Novenber 25, 1970
(P.L.707, No.230), known as the Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed
Statutes, added July 9, 1976 (P.L.586, No.142) is anended to
read:

§ 911. Courts of common pl eas.
(a) GCeneral rule.--There shall be one court of common pl eas

for each judicial district of this Commonweal th consisting of

the foll ow ng nunber of judges:

Nunber of
Judicial District Judges
Fi rst 81
Second [4] _6
Third [4] _5
Fourth 1
Fifth 39
Si xth 5
Sevent h 9
Ei ghth 2
Ni nt h [2] _3
Tenth [6] _7
El event h 7
Twel ft h 6
Thirteenth 1
Fourteenth 4
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Fifteenth

Si xt eent h
Sevent eenth
Ei ght eent h

Ni net eent h
Twenti et h
Twenty-first
Twent y- second
Twenty-third
Twenty-fourth
Twenty-fifth
Twent y- si xt h
Twent y- sevent h
Twent y- ei ghth
Twent y-ni nt h
Thirtieth
Thirty-first
Thirty-second
Thirty-third
Thirty-fourth
Thirty-fifth
Thirty-sixth
Thirty-seventh
Thirty-eighth
Thirty-ninth
Fortieth
Forty-first
Forty-second
Forty-third
Forty-fourth
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(b)

Forty-fifth
Forty-sixth
Forty-seventh
Forty-eighth
Forty-ninth
Fiftieth
Fifty-first
Fifty-second
Fifty-third
Fifty-fourth
Fifty-fifth
Fifty-sixth
Fifty-seventh
Fifty-eighth
Fifty-ninth
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Single county districts.--1n single county judicial

districts the court

known as the "Court

(c)

Mul ti county

districts the court

known as the "Court

District.”
county conprising the judicial

Section 2.

Chapt

subchapter to read:
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Ther e shal

of conmon pleas of the district shall be
of Conmon Pl eas of (the respective) County."
districts.--In rmulticounty judicial
of conmon pleas of the district shall be
of Conmon Pl eas of the (respective) Judici al
be a separate branch of the court in each
district.
er 13 of Title 42 is anmended by adding a
CHAPTER 13
TRAFFI C COURTS

* * %

SUBCHAPTER D

OPTI ONAL_TRAFFI C COURTS

- 3 -



1 Sec.

2 1341. Third class city traffic courts authori zed.

3 1342. Operations of optional traffic courts.

4 8§ 1341. Third class city traffic courts authori zed.

5 Any city of the third class may establish by ordi nance a

6 traffic court which shall be a court not of record. The court

7 shall be held by such of the district justices of the city as

8 shall be designated by the president judge of the court of

9 comon pleas upon petition by the city. If established, the

10 court shall be for the city so establishing it.

11 § 1342. (Operations of optional traffic courts.

12 The district justice designated by the president judge shal
13 preside over and supervise the work of the traffic court. The

14 traffic court shall be open for business at such tines as shal
15 be designated by city ordi nance or prescribed by general rule.
16 Section 3. Title 42 is anended by adding a section to read:
17 8§ 5904. Subpoena of w tnesses.

18 (a) Method of service.--In addition to any other nethod of
19 service provided by law, a subpoena nay be served upon a w tness
20 in a crimnal proceeding by registered or certified nmail, return
21 receipt requested, or by first class nmail.
22 (b) Proof of service.--A conpleted return receipt shall be
23 prima facie evidence of service of the subpoena.
24 (c) Duration.--A subpoena shall remain in force until the
25 termnation of the crimnal proceeding.
26 (d) Bench warrants.--Upon proof of service of a subpoena,
27 the court may issue a bench warrant for any witness who fails to
28 appear in response to a subpoena. However, such warrant cannot
29 be issued if service has been by first class mail.
30 Section 4. (a) At the municipal election in Novenber 1979,

19770H1863B3920 - 4 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

I S R O S
o A W N - O

the qualified electors of the judicial districts in which the
j udges aut hori zed herein are added shall elect, in the sane
manner prescribed by law for the el ection of president judge of
the court of comon pleas of the districts, conpetent persons
| earned in the law to serve as additional |aw judges of the
court of common pleas of the respective judicial districts from
the first Monday in January 1980, for terns of ten years each.
Vacancies in the offices hereby created whether caused by death,
resignation, expiration of termor otherwi se shall be filled in
the sane manner as is required by law in case of simlar
vacancies in the office of president judge of the courts.

(b) The provisions of section 3135 (relating to increase in
nunber of judges) of Title 42 of the Pa.C. S. shall not apply to
t he additional judges herein authorized.

Section 5. This act shall take effect imrediately.
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