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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1835 *%7”

| NTRODUCED BY WHI TE, RI CHARDSON, BARBER, DUMAS, W Gd NS
JOHNSQN, CLI VER, RHODES, W LLI AMS AND HARPER
NOVEMBER 1, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, NOVEMBER 1, 1977

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of COctober 27, 1955 (P.L.744, No.222),
entitled, as anended, "An act prohibiting certain practices
of discrimnation because of race, color, religious creed,
ancestry, age or national origin by enployers, enploynent
agenci es, | abor organi zations and others as herein defined;
creating the Pennsyl vania Human Rel ati ons Comm ssion in the
Depart ment of Labor and Industry; defining its functions,
powers and duties; providing for procedure and enforcenent;
providing for formulation of an educational programto
prevent prejudice; providing for judicial review and
enforcenent and i nposing penalties,” prohibiting enpl oynent
di scrim nation based on the presence of sickle cell trait.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of Cctober 27, 1955 (P.L.744, No.222),
known as the "Pennsyl vania Human Rel ations Act," is anended by
addi ng a section to read:

Secti on 5. 3. Di scrim nati on on Account of Sickle Cell Trait

Prohibited.--(a) No person, State agency or political

subdi vi sion shall deny or refuse enpl oynent to any person or

di scharge any person from enpl oynent because he possesses sickle

cell trait or henoglobin Ctrait. The term"sickle cell trait"
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is the condition wherein the major natural henobgl obin conponents

present in the blood of the individual are henpgl obin A (nornal)

and henogl obin S (sickle henpgl obin) as defi ned by standard

chem cal and physical anal ytic techni ques, incl uding

el ectrophoresis; and the proporti on of henpglobin A is qgreater

than the proporti on of henogl obin S or one natural parent of the

i ndi vidual is shown to have only normal henpgl obi n conponents

(henogl obin A, henogl obin A2, henoglobin F) in the nornal

proporti ons by standard cheni cal and physical anal ytic tests.

The term "henoglobin Ctrait" is defined as the condition

wherein the nmj or natural henogl obi n conponents present in the

bl ood of the individual are henopgl obin A (nornmal) and henpgl obi n

C as defined by standard chem cal and physi cal anal ytic

t echni ques, including el ectrophoresis; and the proporti on of

henogl obin Ais greater than the proporti on of henogl obin C or

one natural parent of the individual is shown to have only

nor mal henogl obi n conponents (henogl obin A, henobgl obin A2,

henogl obin F) in the nornal proportions by standard cheni cal and

physi cal anal ytic tests.

(b)Y This section shall not be construed to gi ve enpl oynent,

pronotion or |ayoff preference to persons who possess the above

traits, or to prevent such persons bei ng di scharged for cause.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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