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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1 /83 *%7”

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. Di CARLO, LI NCOLN, M LLER, SCHWEDER, REED
JONES, NOYE, OLIVER, MLANE, KLINGAMAN, D. R WRI GHT,
STEWART, SHUMAN, HALVERSQON, RUGGE ERO AND DOVBROWBKI ,
OCTOBER 19, 1977

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
APRIL 12, 1978
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AN ACT

Relating to the inspection and visitation of hospitals and
hospital related health care facilities; providing that the
Department of Health coordinate a single inspection by al
State and nuni ci pal agencies; providing for biepanial—ertess <—

frequent departnental inspections of aeceredited hospitals; <—
and repealing the annual inspection requirenent by the
departrwent DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C WELFARE. <—

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Legislative purpose.

The purpose of this act is to effect savings in health care
costs through elimnation of duplicate inspection procedures by
State and nuni ci pal agencies, by providing for single on-site
i nspections of hospitals, and by providing no nore than biennial
i nspections for fully accredited hospitals.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the

meani ngs given to themin this section:
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"Hospitals.” General and special hospitals which are
supervi sed or licensed by the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31,

No. 21), known as the "Public Wl fare Code,"” and which shall al so
include all hospital related facilities operated by the
hospital, whether for health care, educational or other

services, including, but not limted to psychiatric units,
rehabilitation units, skilled nursing units, extended care
units, nursing schools, and outpatient facilities, whether

| ocated on or off the prem ses.

"Inspections.” Al surveys, inspections, visitations,

i nvestigations and ot her procedures necessary for a State agency
or a division or unit thereof, er—awunierpality to performin
order to carry out various obligations inposed on such agencies
by applicable State and Federal er—teeal |aw or regul ations. The
term shall not include special investigations, upon specific
conpl aints, by such agencies with conpetent jurisdiction of the
subject matter of the conplaint.

Section 3. Notification of departnent.

No State agency or any division or unit of such agency refr
any—wunepalty shall i nspect a hospital wi thout notifying the
Department of Health and all on-site inspections shall be
perforred COMVENCE at one tine as coordi nated by the Departnent
of Health provided that inspections required by |law to be nade
nore frequently than annually may be nmade with perm ssion of the
Department of Health, and such inspections shall be coordi nated
by the departnment to the extent possible.
Seett+on—4——tnaspecttoRs—

FThe—DBepartaent—et—Health-—shall—+rspeet—aceredi-ted-hospttals

: v than bieaniall L anly I I
I o which t] : coion § it ati :
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SECTI ON 4. | NSPECTI ONS.

THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SHALL | NSPECT ACCREDI TED HOSPI TALS
ANNUALLY, EXCEPT THAT HOSPI TALS SURVEYED BY THE JO NT COWMM SSI ON
FOR ACCREDI TATI ON OF HOSPI TALS OR THE AMERI CAN OSTEGOPATHI C
ASSOCI ATI ON SHALL BE | NSPECTED BI ENNI ALLY PROVI DED THAT THE
HOSPI TALS SO SURVEYED SHALL PROVI DE THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
WTH COPI ES OF THE SURVEY MADE BY THE JO NT COWM SSI ON FOR
ACCREDI TATI ON OF HOSPI TALS OR THE AMERI CAN OSTEOPATHI C
ASSOCI ATI ON.  THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SHALL | NSPECT HOSPI TALS | N
YEARS THAT THE JO NT COWM SSI ON FOR ACCREDI TATI ON OF HOSPI TALS
OR THE AMERI CAN OSTEOPATHI C ASSOCI ATI ON DO NOT CONDUCT THEI R
SURVEY. NOTHI NG HEREI' N SHALL BE | NTERPRETED TO PRECLUDE THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH FROM | NSPECTI NG A HOSPI TAL AT LEAST ONCE
EVERY TWO YEARS. NOR SHALL | T PRECLUDE ANY FOLLOW UP | NSPECTI ONS
OF THOSE PARTS OF HOSPI TALS I N WHI CH DEFI Cl ENCI ES WERE FOUND I N
THE ORI G NAL | NSPECTI ON OR MORE FREQUENT | NSPECTI ONS OF
HOSPI TALS THAT HAVE RECEI VED PROVI SI ONAL LI CENSES.

Section 5. Repeals.

Section 911(a)(2) of the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31,

No. 21), known as the "Public Wl fare Code," is repeal ed insofar
as it requires annual visits and inspections of hospitals as
supervised institutions and all acts or parts of acts

i nconsi stent herewith are repeal ed.

Section 6. Applicability.

Not hing in this act shall be applicable to the State Auditor
Ceneral ' s Departnent.

Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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