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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 450 =55

| NTRODUCED BY C. GEORGE, A. K HUTCH NSON, DeMEDI O, RENW CK,
LAUDADI O, D. R WRIGHT, BITTI NGER, LI VENGOOD, YAHNER,
PETRARCA, STEWART, MLANE, WARGO, ZI TTERVAN, WANSACZ AND
McCALL, MARCH 2, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, MARCH 2, 1977

O (o0} ~NoO O~ WNE

e e T e T T S = SE S
© 00O N o oo M W N - O

AN ACT
Reenacting and anmending the act of July 6, 1961 (P.L.515,
No. 265), entitled, as anmended, "An act authorizing the
Governor to provide for disaster and energency relief under
certain circunstances; authorizing himto transfer certain
funds in the General Fund for these purposes, and naki ng an
appropriation,” adding reasons for and changi ng the anount
that may be transferred for disaster and emergency purposes.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of July 6, 1961 (P.L.515, No.265),
entitled, as anended, "An act authorizing the Governor to
provi de for disaster and enmergency relief under certain
ci rcunst ances; authorizing himto transfer certain funds in the
CGeneral Fund for these purposes, and maki ng an appropriation,”
anended August 8, 1969 (P.L.228, No.92), is reenacted and
amended to read:

Section 1. Whenever the Governor finds as a fact that a

natural disaster or civil disorder threatens or has occurred and

that conditions of extreme energency exist in all or a part or
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parts of Pennsylvania, he shall have power to transfer any
unused funds which may have been appropriated for the ordinary
expenses of the governnment in the General Fund to such State
agencies as he may direct to be expended for relief of disaster
or civil disorder in such manner as the Governor shall approve,
and such funds are hereby appropriated to the Governor for such
pur poses. The total of such transfers shall never exceed [one

mllion dollars ($1,000,000)] three mllion dollars ($3,000,000)

in any one year except by action of the General Assenbly.
Section 2. As used in this act, conditions of extrene
energency shall nean those conditions which may by investigation
made, be found, actually or likely, to (i) affect seriously the
safety, health or welfare of a substantial nunber of citizens of
t he Commonweal th or preclude the operation or use of essenti al
public facilities; (ii) be of such magnitude or severity as to
render essential State supplenentation of county and | ocal
efforts or resources exerted or utilized in alleviating the
danger, damage, suffering or hardship faced; and (iii) have been
caused by forces beyond the control of man, by reason of civil
di sorder, riot or disturbance, or by factors not foreseen and
not known to exist when appropriation bills were enact ed.
Section 3. No funds shall be transferred or expended under
authority contained in this act unless the Governor, based on
i nvestigation made, shall officially have proclained that
conditions of extrene energency exist throughout the State or in
one or nore political subdivisions thereof. Such conditions
shal | be deened to continue to exist until such tine as the
Governor shall officially have proclained that they have ceased
to exist.

Secti on 4. In the event the Governor of the Commonweal th
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declares a State of energency because of natural disasters such

as heavy snows, prolonged periods of sub-freezi ng weather or

fl oods, officials of any nunicipality shall have the authority

to cl ear such roadways as are necessary for the health, safety

and wel fare of residents, even though such roadways are not

officially the responsibility of the borough or townshi p. The

Governor shall allocate a sufficient anpunt fromthe fund to the

Departnment of Transportation to adm ni ster the rei nbursenent of

the actual costs of such cl earing.

Secti on 5. In the event the water systemof a nunicipality

or authority is danaged, destroyed, interrupted, or nnde

i noperable as a direct cause of a natural di saster such as

freezing or floods, said nmunicipalities or authorities shal

have the authority to |l ease or hire such personnel and equi pnent

that are needed to effect restorati on of the water system The

Governor shall allocate a sufficient anpbunt fromthe fund to the

Departnment of Community Affairs to adm ni ster the rei nbursenent

for such services.

Secti on 6. In addition to the other provisions of this act,

the Governor is hereby authorized to use any civil defense unit

or units and the Pennsyl vania Nati onal Guard to acconplish the

pur poses of this act.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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