PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 324 PRINTER S NO. 799

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 304 =57

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. PETRARCA, STEWART, A. K HUTCH NSQN,
LAUDADI O AND LI VENGOOD, FEBRUARY 9, 1977

AS REPORTED FROM COMM TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MARCH 23, 1977
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON
Proposi ng an enmergency Constitutional amendnent to the
Constitution of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania granting the
CGeneral Assenbly the power to enact special laws to aid
certain individuals, corporations, associations, institutions
or nonpublic schools adversely affected by conditions caused
by certain storms, floods, er tornados OR OTHER FUTURE MAJOR <—
DI SASTERS
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. Many Pennsyl vani ans have suffered greatly from
the ravages of great storns or floods in the |ast few years. The
great storns, floods or tornados of 1974, 1975 and 1976 are
addi tional major disasters causing loss of |ife and great danage
and destruction to property of individuals, industrial and
commercial establishments and public facilities. AND NO DOUBT <—
THERE W LL BE MANY MORE MAJOR DI SASTERS OCCURRI NG | N FUTURE
YEARS.
It is inperative that the victins of these PAST, PRESENT AND <—

FUTURE di sasters imredi ately receive the fullest possible aid

fromboth the public and private sectors in order to clean up
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and rebuild the affected areas of the Commonweal th and that
persons in the Cormonweal th be eligible for the maxi mum
avai l able aid fromthe governnent of the United States.

The CGeneral Assenbly desires to alleviate such storm or
econoni ¢ deprivation caused by the floods and-sterws—but—is , <—
STORMS OR OTHER FUTURE DI SASTERS limted in its efforts by rigid
restrictions in the Constitution of the Conmonweal th of
Pennsyl vani a. The safety and wel fare of the Commonweal t h
requires pronpt amendnent to the Constitution of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

The foll ow ng anendnent to the Constitution of the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance with the
ener gency provisions contained in subsections (a) and (b) of
section 1 of Article Xl thereof:

That section 17 of Article VIII ef—+t+heConstitution—ofthe <—
Compnwealth—of—Pennsyvania be anended to read:

8§ 17. Special energency |egislation.

(a) Notw thstandi ng any provisions of this Constitution to
the contrary, the General Assenbly shall have the authority to
enact laws providing for tax rebates, credits, exenptions,
grants-in-aid, State supplenentations, or otherw se provide
speci al provisions for individuals, corporations, associations
or nonprofit institutions, including nonpublic schools (whether
sectarian or nonsectarian) in order to alleviate the danger,
damage, suffering or hardship faced by such individuals,
corporations, associations, institutions or nonpublic schools as

a result of Geat Stornms, [or] Floods or Tornados of Septenber

1971, of June, 1972, [or] of 1974, [or] of 1975, or of July 1976
OR AS A RESULT OF MAJOR DI SASTERS OCCURRI NG ON OR AFTER THE DATE <—

TH'S AVENDVENT |'S APPROVED BY THE ELECTORATE
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(B) VHENEVER THE GOVERNCOR OF THI S COVVONWEALTH FI NDS AS A

FACT_AND SHALL OFFICIALLY HAVE PROCLAI MED THAT A MAJOR DI SASTER

HAS OCCURRED ON OR AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE TH S AMENDMENT | S

APPROVED BY THE ELECTORATE, AND THAT AS A RESULT THERECF

CONDI T1 ONS OF EXTREME EMERCGENCY EXIST IN ALL OR ANY PART OF

PENNSYLVANI A OF_SUCH MAGNI TUDE OR SEVERITY AS TO AFFECT THE

HEALTH, SAFETY OR WELFARE OF A SUBSTANTI AL NUMBER OF CI Tl ZENS OF

TH S COMVONVEALTH OR AFFECTS PUBLI C FACI LI TIES OR I NSTI TUTI ONS

OR THE ECONOW_OF THE BUSI NESS COMVUNITY WTHIN TH' S

COMVONVEALTH, THEN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, IN ITS W SDOM AND

DI SCRETI ON, MAY EXERCI SE THE LEQ SLATI VE AUTHORI TY PROVI DED | N

SUBSECTI ON (A).

SCHEDULE

THE FOREGO NG AMENDMENT TO ARTI CLE VI I SHALL TAKE EFFECT ON
THE DATE OF APPROVAL THEREOF BY THE ELECTORATE, AND SHALL BE A
PERVANENT PART OF THI S CONSTI TUTI QN, EXCEPT THAT THE AMENDATORY
PROVI SI ONS OF SUBSECTI ON (A) RELATI NG TO TORNADOS OF JULY 1976
SHALL BE RETROACTI VE TO JULY OF 1976, PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT
SUBSECTI ONS (A) OR (B) RELATING TO FUTURE MAJOR DI SASTERS, SHALL
BE APPL| CABLE ONLY DURI NG THAT PERI GD OF TI ME FOR VH CH THE
GOVERNCR SHALL OFFI Cl ALLY HAVE PROCLAI MED THAT A MAJOR DI SASTER
HAS OCCURRED AND THAT CONDI TI ONS OF EXTREME EMERGENCY STI LL
EXI ST. SUCH CONDI TI ONS SHALL BE DEEMED TO EXI ST ONLY UNTI L SUCH
TI ME AS THE GOVERNOR SHALL OFFI Cl ALLY HAVE PROCLAI MED THAT THEY
HAVE CEASED TO EXI ST AT WHI CH TI ME ANY LAWS ENACTED PERTAI NI NG
TO SUCH FUTURE EMERGENCY CONDI TI ONS SHALL BE DEEMED SUSPENDED TO
THE EXTENT THAT SUCH ARE | NCONSI STENT OR I N CONFLI CT W TH ANY
PROVI SION OF THI S CONSTI TUTI ON.

Section 2. This proposed anendnent shall be submitted by the

Secretary of the Commonwealth to the qualified electors of the
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State at the municipal election to be held on Novenber 2, 1977,
after the advertising requirenents of subsection (a) of section

1 of Article XI of the Constitution of the Conmmbnweal t h of
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Pennsyl vani a have been sati sfi ed.
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