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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 261 %%

I NTRODUCED BY ZORD AND McCUE, MNAY 24, 1976

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, MAY 25, 1976
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In the House of Representatives, My 24, 1976

WHEREAS, The peopl e of Pennsylvani a adopted a series of major
amendnents to the Constitution of the Conmmonwealth in 1968; and

WHEREAS, Chi ef anong the Constitutional anendments adopted
was a new Article V, establishing a unified judicial system and

WHEREAS, The purpose and intent notivating the adoption of a
unified judicial systemin Pennsylvania was the need and desire
to inprove the effectiveness of the adm nistration of justice
within this Conmonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, This unified judicial system has now been in effect
for about five years; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Speaker of the House direct the Chairman
of the House Commttee on the Judiciary and the Chairman of the
House Comm ttee on Law and Justice to appoint four nenbers from
each of these conmittees, two fromthe majority party and two
fromthe mnority party, to serve on a select conmttee to
exam ne the operation of Article V of the Constitution; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the Speaker hinself appoint the chairman of
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the select conmittee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the select commttee shall investigate the
operation of Article V of the Pennsylvania Constitution to
determ ne the effectiveness of the unified judicial system as
currently established and to nake reconmendati ons for
| egi slative action to inprove that system and be it further

RESCLVED, That the select commttee may hol d hearings, take
testinmony, and nmake its investigation at such places as it deens
necessary within this Commonwealth. It may issue subpoenas under
t he hand and seal of its chai rman commandi ng any person to
appear before it and to answer questions touching matters
properly being inquired into by the select commttee and to
produce such books, papers, records and docunments as it deens
necessary. Such subpoenas may be served upon any person and
shall have the force and effect of subpoenas issued out of the
courts of this Comonweal th. Any person who wilfully neglects or
refuses to testify before the select cormttee or to produce any
books, papers, records or docunents, shall be subject to the
penal ties provided by the Iaws of the Commonwealth in such case.
Each nmenber of the select commttee shall have power to
adm ni ster oaths and affirmations to wi tnesses appearing before
the conmttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That within thirty cal endar days after the sel ect
commttee has nade its report, the chairman thereof shall cause
a record of all expenses incurred by it, or the nmenbers thereof,
whi ch are payabl e at Commonweal th expense, to be filed with the
Speaker of the House and the Speaker shall cause the sanme to be
entered in the journal thereof. No expenses incurred by the
select cormittee or any nenber thereof shall be reinbursabl e by

the Chief Cerk unless such expense shall first have been
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1 included as an expense itemin the record heretofore required;
2 and be it further

3 RESCLVED, That said select commttee shall report its

4

findings and recomendations to this House as soon as possi bl e.
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