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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 122  *5n”

I NTRODUCED BY BURNS, GALLAGHER AND WLSON, JULY 1, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, JULY 2, 1975
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In the House of Representatives, July 1, 1975

Statistics show that the 2,600,000 farmworkers in the United
States are the nost deprived working group in this country; that
they have a |ife expectancy of only 49 years; that they are nore
than twice as likely to lose infants and nothers at childbirth;
that they are three times as susceptible to influenza,

t ubercul osis, and other infectious di seases as the national
average; that they will probably not reach high school; that
they suffer from poor housing, averaging only two roons, often
with no sink, shower or tub; that they are the | owest paid

i ncome group in the country; that by nmoving fromjob to job
there is little or no opportunity for themto secure a honme or a
stable famly life.

It is recognized that all workers have a right to participate
in decisions affecting their lives by form ng or choosing | abor
unions to represent their best interests and by helping to
i nprove their working conditions and benefits.

The United Farm Workers is a | abor union nade up of m grant

farmworkers, who are nost famliar with the circunstances of
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the lives of farmworkers, nost concerned with their welfare,
and best able to pronote their genuine interests.

The Gall o Wne Conpany, the | argest w nemaker in the United
States, after repeatedly acknow edgi ng that their workers wanted
United Farm Workers representation, refused to accept the UFW as
the farm workers' agent.

Whenever the Gall o Wne Conpany refused to allow its workers
to freely select nenbership in the | abor union of their choice,
a boycott of Gallo wine products was initiated by the UFW and
endorsed by many major religious bodies and other groups in the
United States in an attenpt to conpel the Gall o Wne Conpany to
allow their workers to select a union of their choice.

The growers of California and Arizona table grapes and the
growers of Western |Iceberg head | ettuce have al so fought hard to
deny the farmworkers the benefits that other workers in our
country have | ong enjoyed.

The citizens of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a have al ways
shown conpassi on and concern for people who suffer from
i njustices and oppression; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the sentinent of the House of Representatives
of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, is in support of the
m grant farm workers' quest for a nore dignified life. It
recommends that all Conmonweal th agenci es cease purchasing
California and Arizona table grapes as well as Wstern |ceberg
head | ettuce unl ess such products bear the United Farm Wrkers
Aztec Eagle | abel; and be it further

RESCLVED, That State |iquor stores cease purchasing Gallo
Wi ne products until such tinme as the Gall o Wne Conpany, the
enpl oyers in the lettuce and grape industry of California and

Ari zona:
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(1) Gant their farmworkers the opportunity to hold secret
ballot elections to freely select nmenbership in the |abor
or gani zati on of their choice.

(2) Deal with the nost basic issues (hiring hall, pesticide
restrictions, effective seniority and job security protections,
decent living and working conditions, etc.) while bargaining in
good faith

(3) Sign effective and strong contracts guaranteeing justice
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and constitutional rights to farm workers.
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