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In the House of Representatives, February 26, 1975

WHEREAS, The conbi ned forces of uncontrolled inflation and
the rising cost of energy are crushing the American consuner in
an econom c vise. That consuner is |ooking to a responsive and
concerned governnent to show awareness of his plight and to take
positive and deliberate action. This nmust be a primary concern
of every agency of State Governnent; and

WHEREAS, The act of May 28, 1937 (P.L.1053, No.286), known as
the "Public Uility Law," has becone outdated during the course
of the past thirty-eight years. Its many original salutory
anmendnents have created so nany inconsistencies and anbiguities
as to make its useful ness questionable in Iight of a fast
changi ng soci ety and recent circunstances. A conplete and in-
depth reevaluation of the lawis needed in order to insure to
t he consunmers of this Comobnweal th the best avail abl e
responsi veness by their Governnent; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives
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shal | appoint nine nenbers, five fromthe Majority Party and
four fromthe Mnority Party who shall constitute a speci al
commttee to investigate and evaluate in depth the "Public
Uility Law' and to nake recomrendations to inprove and
noderni ze said law, and be it further

RESCLVED, That the commttee may hol d public hearings, take
testimony, and nmake its study at such places as it deens
necessary within this Coomonwealth. It may provide itself with a
conpetent staff drawi ng on such outside expertise as it deens
necessary. It may issue subpoenas under the hand and seal of its
chai rman commandi ng any person to appear before it and answer
guestions touching matters properly being inquired into by the
commttee and to produce such books, papers, records and
docunents as the commttee deens necessary. Such subpoenas may
be served upon any person and shall have the force and effect of
subpoenas issued out of the courts of this Conmonweal th. Any
person who wilfully neglects or refuses to testify before the
commttee or to produce any books, papers, records or docunents,
shall be subject to the penalties provided by the | aws of the
Conmmonweal th in such case. Each nenber of the conmttee shal
have power to adm nister oaths and affirmations to w tnesses
appearing before the conmttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That within thirty cal endar days after the
commttee has nade its report, the chairman of the commttee
shall cause a record of all expenses incurred by the commttee,
or the menbers thereof, which are payable at Conmonweal t h
expense, to be filed with the Speaker of the House and the
Speaker shall cause the sane to be entered in the journal
t hereof . No expenses incurred by the conmttee or any nenber

t hereof shall be reinbursable by the Chief Cerk unless such
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expense shall first have been included as an expense itemin the
record heretofore required; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the comm ttee shall nake a conplete report of

its findings and conclusions to the General Assenbly within one
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year.
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