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In the House of Representatives, February 11, 1975

WHEREAS, The counties, cities, boroughs and townships of this
Commonweal th are facing a financial crisis due to factors over
whi ch they have little or no control, such as conpul sory
arbitration pay increases for police and firenen, increased
pensi on and fringe benefits, general inflation, the cost of
borrowi ng, and cutbacks in Federal aid; and

WHEREAS, Federal law relating to m ni num wages and overti ne,
and St at e-nmandated prograns such as waste managenent and sewage
facilities inpose even greater costs on political subdivisions
at atime when inflation is having nore of an inpact on them
t han on the Commonweal th; and

WHEREAS, Counties, cities, boroughs and townshi ps are faced
with the alternatives of either cutting back on essential |ocal
services or raising the property tax on homeowners and
busi nesses and regressive taxes on persons who are already tax
bur dened; and

WHEREAS, Federal revenue sharing has already denonstrated the



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

I S R O S
o A W N - O

i nportance of providing financial assistance to |ocal
governments as a neans of easing the |local tax burden and giving
| ocal officials generally unrestricted discretion for the
expenditure of such funds on locally determ ned priorities; and

WHEREAS, Legi sl ation has been introduced in the General
Assenbly which proposes to allocate to |ocal units a portion of
State personal income tax revenues which will ease the financial
crunch on counties, boroughs, cities and townshi ps and help to
reduce the need for further property and personal tax increases;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania give the highest priority to the
enactnent of |egislation establishing State revenue sharing and
its inplenentation by allocations to alleviate the plight of

political subdivisions now overburdened with | ocal taxes.
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