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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1896 =%

I NTRODUCED BY O BRI EN, GOCDVAN, WRI GHT AND CESSAR
NOVEMBER 17, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON M NES AND ENERGY MANAGEMENT,
NOVEMBER 18, 1975

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of January 8, 1960 (1959 P.L.2119, No.787),

2 entitled, as anended, "An act to provide for the better

3 protection of the health, general welfare and property of the
4 peopl e of the Comonweal th by the control, abatenent,

5 reducti on and prevention of the pollution of the air by

6 snokes, dusts, funes, gases, odors, msts, vapors, pollens

7 and simlar matter, or any conbi nation thereof; inposing

8 certain powers and duties on the Departnment of Environnental
9 Resources, the Environnental Quality Board and the

10 Envi ronnent al Hearing Board; establishing procedures for the
11 protection of health and public safety during energency

12 conditions; creating a stationary air contam nation source
13 permt system providing additional renedies for abating air
14 pol lution; reserving powers to |ocal political subdivisions,
15 and defining the relationship between this act and the

16 ordi nances, resolutions and regul ati ons of counties, cities,
17 bor oughs, towns and townshi ps; inposing penalties for

18 violation of this act; and providing for the power to enjoin
19 violations of this act; and conferring upon persons aggrieved
20 certain rights and renedies,” providing for the anmendnent of
21 the stationary air contam nation source permt system the
22 suspensi on of the prohibitions against em ssion of sulfur
23 oxi de and the creation of a Legislative Study Commttee.
24 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

25 hereby enacts as follows:

26 Section 1. Section 2, act of January 8, 1960 (1959 P.L.2119,
27 No.787), known as the "Air Pollution Control Act," anended June
28 12, 1968 (P.L.163, No.92), is anmended to read:



Section 2. [Declaration of Policy.--1t is hereby declared to
be the policy of the Comonweal th of Pennsylvania to protect the
air resources of the Conmonwealth to the degree necessary for
the (i) protection of public health, safety and well-bei ng of
its citizens; (ii) prevention of injury to plant and animal life
and to property; (iii) protection of the confort and conveni ence
of the public and the protection of the recreational resources
of the Commonweal th; and (iv) devel opnent, attraction and

expansi on of industry, conmerce and agriculture.] Findings and

Decl aration of Policy.--(a) It is hereby determ ned by the

CGCeneral Assenbly of Pennsyl vani a and declared as a natter of

| egi sl ative finding that:

(1) The Commonweal th contains sufficient coal reserves to

attain a | arge nmeasure of energy self-sufficiency.

(2) The Commpbnwealth's energy policy requires that

Pennsyl vani a coal be produced and utilized to the full est extent

(3) The availability of plentiful supplies of | ow cost

enerqy is vital to the general health and economc welfare to

the citizens of this Commopnweal t h.

(4) Severe shortages of oil and natural gas have devel oped

and are expected to continue, making future availability and

cost uncertain. Restrictions on the use of Pennsyl vani a coal

will create additional unenploynent in this Conmbnweal th,

contribute to present inflationary trends and prevent the

attai nnent of a stable econony.

(5) Present restrictions on the use of Pennsyl vani a coal

interfere with the orderly devel opment of Pennsyl vani a's coal

resources and di scourages devel opment of new ni nes.

(6) Federal Congress and the Federal Admi nistration are
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unabl e to agree upon an energy policy which will assure a

conti nued supply of dependable | owcost energy to this

Commpnweal t h.

(7)) Significant quantiti es of Pennsyl vania coal cannot be

burned as fuel in Pennsyl vani a because of sul fur oxide

limtati ons i nposed by the Pennsyl vani a | npl enentati on Pl an.

(8) The |lack of environnentally sound, commercially proven

technol ogy to renpve sul fur fromfuels or sul fur oxides from

conbusti on gases prevents the full use of Pennsyl vania coal as a

source of enerqy in certain |locations of this Conmbnweal th.

Additional tine is required to devel op the necessary technol ogy.

(9) A substantial question exists as to whether or not the

Pennsyl vania | npl enentation Plan is overly restrictive in view

of the limted informati on upon which it was based.

(b)Y The General Assenbly of Pennsyl vani a therefore decl ares

it to be the policy of this Conmmonwealth to pronobte the

expansi on of coal production by the orderly devel opnent of

Pennsyl vania's coal resources. The renoval of restrictions on

such expansi on and devel opnent is directly related to the

general welfare of the people of this Conmbnweal t h.

Section 2. Section 6.1 of the act added Cctober 26, 1972
(P.L.989, No.245), is anended by adding a subsection to read:
Section 6.1. Permts.--* * *

(g) |If the departnment shall fail to act upon any application

for approval or for grant of a pernit under this section within

thirty (30) days of the filing of any such application, the

approval or permt applied for shall be deened to have been

granted by the departnent.

Section 3. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 14.1. Suspension of Sul fur Oxi de Em ssi on
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Limtations.--(a) The prohi bitions agai nst the enm ssion into the

out door at nosphere of sul fur oxides from any conbusti on source,

contained in requl ati ons of the Departnent of Environnental

Resources at 25 Pennsyl vani a Code, Chapter 123, are suspended

for a period of five (5) years, effective i medi ately.

(b)Y During the period that the prohibiti ons against the

em ssi on of sul fur oxi des are suspended hereunder, any fuel may

be burned in conbustion units in the Cormonweal th of

Pennsyl vania so long as prinary National Anbient Air Quality

Standards with respect to sul fur oxides, pronul gated by The

Adm ni strator of the United States Environnental Protection

Agency pursuant to the provisions of the Federal O ean Air Act,

as anended by Pub.L. 91-604, 84 Stat. 1676, and the rul es and

requl ati ons pronul gated thereunder, are attai ned and mai nt ai ned.

(c) If it shall be deternmined that prinmary Nati onal Anbi ent

Alr Quality Standards with respect to sul fur oxi des are not

bei ng attai ned and mai ntai ned, no person shall burn coal in a

conbustion unit which results in the enission of nore than the

equi val ent of five (5) pounds of sulfur oxide per mllion B.t.u.

heat i nput except as provi ded herei nafter.

(d) In the Al egheny County, the Beaver Vall ey, the

Monongahel a Val |l ey and t he Sout heast Pennsylvania Air Basins (as

defined in requl ati ons of the Departnent of Environnental

Resources at 25 Pennsyl vani a Code, Chapter 121), no person shal

burn coal in conbustion units which results in the em ssi on of

nore than the equi val ent of three and one-half (3-1/2) pounds

sul fur oxide per mllion B.t.u. heat input.

Secti on 14. 2. Legi sl ati ve Study Comm ttee.--(a) There shal

be appointed a Legislative Interim Study Conmttee to eval uate

all factors relative to sulfur oxide control and requl ation in
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the Commonweal th including but not limted to:

(1) the scientific and technol ogi cal basis for such

requl ati ons;

(2) fuel availability;

(3) status of control technol ogy;

(4) cost of conpliance; and

(5) inpact of regul ati ons upon the environnent, econony and

enpl oynent in this Conmbnweal t h.
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(b)Y The Legislative Study Conmttee shall report its
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findings annually to the General Assenbly together with any
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reconmendati ons for further | eqislation.
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