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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1731 %%

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. VALI CENTI, DOVBROASKI, BELLOM NI,
LAUDADI O, FEE AND FI SCHER, SEPTEMBER 23, 1975

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, SEPTEMBER 24, 1975
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AN ACT

Requiring that flag protection be provided agai nst foll ow ng
trai ns occupying the sane track.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. That all railroads operating in the Comobnweal th
of Pennsylvania, within 30 days enactnent hereof, promul gate
appropriate operating rules and special instructions for the
government of their respective enployees in conformty with the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Wen a train stops under circunstances in which it may
be overtaken by another train, a nmenber of the crew nust provide
flaggi ng protection, that is, go back imediately with a red
flag, torpedoes and fusees by day and with a red and/or white
light, torpedoes and fusees by night, a sufficient distance to
insure full protection, placing two torpedoes on the rail and
when necessary, in addition, display |ighted fusees.

(2) Wen recalled and safety to the train will permt, he
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may return.

(3) Wen conditions require, he will |eave the torpedoes and
a lighted fusee.

(4) The front of the train nmust be protected in the sane
way, when necessary, by a nenber of the crew

(5) Wen a train is noving under circunmstances in which it
may be overtaken by another train, a nmenber of the crew nust
take such action as may be necessary to insure full protection.
By night (or by day, when the view is obscured) |ighted fusees
nmust be dropped off the nmoving train or displayed at proper
intervals.

(6) When day signals cannot be plainly seen, owing to
weat her or other conditions, night signals nust al so be used.

(7) Conductors and engi nenmen are responsi ble for the
protection of their trains.

(8) Wien a pusher engine is assisting a train, coupled
behi nd the cabin or caboose car, and the nenber of the crew who
protects the rear-end of the train is riding in the cabin or
caboose car, the requirenents as to the fusees will be net by
droppi ng them of f between the cabin or caboose car and pusher
engine on the track the train is using, and not between that
track and an adj acent track.

Provi ded, however, that unless specific circunstances
indicate to the contrary, it will be presuned that trains
st oppi ng under the follow ng circunstances will not be overtaken
by anot her train:

(1) Passenger trains nmaking normal station stops.

(ii) Al trains stopping in manual block territory protected
by absol ut e bl ock.

(tit) Al trains stopping so as to be conpletely within the
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limts of classification or storage yards at the usual place to
change crews or renove power.

Section 2. For the purposes of this act a "train"™ will be
consi dered a novenent on which the air brakes nust be connected
and functioni ng under Federal |aw.

Section 3. Nothing in this seetien ACT shall be deened to
require the enpl oynent of additional enployees or restrict the
use of crew nmenbers in any manner

Section 4. The provisions of this act shall be enforced by

t he Pennsyl vania Public Utility Conm ssion.
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