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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1613 *un”

| NTRODUCED BY PARKER, WRI GHT, BRANDT, ZORD, HASKELL, COWELL,
W D. HUTCH NSON, D. S. HAYES, HI LL, TRELLO, NOYE, FI SHER
VROON, M LANOVI CH AND KNEPPER, JULY 15, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON FEDERAL- STATE- RELATI ONS, JULY 16, 1975
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AN ACT

Creating a commi ssion on Pennsylvania's future; setting forth
its duties and nmaki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Conmi ssion on Pennsylvania's Future.--There is
hereby created a comm ssion on Pennsylvania' s future hereinafter
referred to as the "conm ssion.”

Section 2. Menbership.--(a) The comm ssion shall consist of
50 nenbers who shall be appointed by the Governor. O the
menbers appointed there shall be at |east one from each
Congressional district in the Conmmonweal t h.

(b) The nenbers of the comm ssion shall serve for a term
endi ng Decenber 30, 1978.

(c) The chairman shall be appointed by the Governor and
serve at his pleasure. The Governor shall fill vacancies by
appointing nmenbers simlarly qualified to the nmenbers being

repl aced.
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(d) The Secretary of Community Affairs, the Budget
Secretary, the Secretary of Adm nistration, the Secretary of
Commerce, the Secretary of Agriculture and the Director of the
Ofice of State Planning and Devel opnent shall serve as ex
of ficio nmenbers of the conm ssion.

Section 3. Conpensation.--The nmenbers of the comm ssion,
except for ex officio nmenbers, shall be paid $50 for each day
t he conm ssion shall neet. In addition, each nmenber shall be
al |l oned actual and necessary expenses incurred in the discharge
of his duty, in the manner and anount of State enpl oyees.

Section 4. Duties.--The duties of the comm ssion shall be:
to prepare, for consideration by the Governor and the General
Assenbly, a proposed State growth and devel opnent strategy; to
prepare reports assenbling relevant information regarding the
State's future; to exam ne the Iong range plans of State
departnents and agencies and to assess their possible inmpact on
State growt h and devel opnent; and to report to the Governor and
the General Assenbly at regular intervals on the devel opnent
i mplications of major State decisions. A report of the
conmi ssion shall be submitted to the Governor not l|ater than
Novenber 30 of each year. This requirenment in no way affects the
freedom of the comm ssion to submt recomendati ons and
| egi sl ati ve proposals whenever it considers it appropriate to do
so. Reconmmendati ons and proposals shall be to the fullest extent
possible, in the formof alternatives fromwhich the Governor
and the CGeneral Assenbly can select a preferred course of
action, policy, plan, strategy or |legislative program In the
performance of these duties, the comm ssion shall, whenever
possi bl e, consult with citizen groups, farm business and | abor

organi zati ons, and ot her agencies and organi zati ons, including
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agenci es of the Federal Governnent concerned with Pennsylvania's
future.

Section 5. Access to Information; State Agencies.--The
commi ssion shall be provided information, reports, or other
assi stance from any agency, departnent, |egislative comrttee or
other instrunentality of the State, with the consent of the head
thereof. Al State agencies and other official State
organi zations and all persons shall provide to the conmm ssion
all relevant information and reasonabl e assi stance on any matter
of research or data within their know edge or control. The joint
| egi slative commttee shall have equal access to all the
resources nentioned above. A conmon data base shall be enpl oyed
by the conmi ssion and the joint commttee.

Section 6. Administration and Staff Support.--The office of
State Pl anni ng and Devel opnment together with the Departnent of
Community Affairs shall provide all necessary and adm nistrative
and professional support to the comm ssion. Al staff enpl oyed
by the conm ssion shall be considered either enpl oyees of the
of fice of State Planning and Devel opnent or the Departnent of
Community Affairs and shall be appointed by the director or
secretary after consultation with the chairman of the
conmmi ssi on.

Section 7. Joint Legislative Review. --A joint |egislative
commttee shall be established by the conm ssion to review the
conmmi ssion reports, evaluate the alternatives, identify
| egislative priorities and devel op a planning capability
consistent with the task of this comm ssion. This commttee
shall consist of three Senators appointed by the President pro
tenpore; three by the mnority | eader; three Representatives

appoi nted by the Speaker of the House; and three by the House
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Mnority Leader. Al shall serve at the will and pleasure of the
appointing authority as long as they are nenbers of the General
Assenbly and vacancies shall be filled within 60 days. Al shal
be ex officio nenbers of the conm ssion.

Section 8. Expiration.--This act shall be effective until
Decenber 30, 1978.

Section 9. Appropriation.--The sum of $100,000 or as mnuch
t hereof as may be necessary is hereby appropriated to the office
of State Pl anning and Devel opment and a |i ke anmount to the
Department of Comrunity Affairs to carry out the provisions of
this act.

Section 10. Effective Date.--This act shall take effect

i mredi ately.
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