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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1126 *5n”

I NTRODUCED BY WRI GHT, APRIL 28, 1975

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON FI NANCE, APRIL 29, 1975
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), entitled, as
anended, "An act providing property tax or rent assistance to
certain senior citizens, w dows, w dowers and pernanently
di sabl ed persons with limted incones; establishing uniform
standards and qualifications for eligibility to receive
assi stance; and inposing duties upon the Departnent of
Revenue, " including certain single persons within the act.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The title, section 2, clause (6) of section 3 and
subsection (d) of section 4, act of March 11, 1971 (P.L. 104,
No. 3), known as the "Senior Citizens Property Tax Assi stance
Act," amended Decenber 5, 1973 (P.L.380, No.136), are anended to
read:
AN ACT
Provi di ng property tax or rent assistance to certain [senior
citizens, wi dows, w dowers and pernanently di sabl ed] persons
with limted incones; establishing uniform standards and
qualifications for eligibility to receive assistance; and

i mposi ng duties upon the Departnent of Revenue.

Section 2. Declaration of Policy.--In recognition of the
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severe econonmi c plight of certain senior citizens, [w dows,

wi dowers] certain single persons and permanently disabl ed

persons who are real property owners or renters with fixed and
[imted i ncomes who are faced with rising living costs and
constantly increasing tax burdens upon their honesteads, the
CGeneral Assenbly, pursuant to the nmandates of the Constitutional
Convention of 1968, considers it to be a matter of sound public
policy to make special provisions for property tax assistance or
rent assistance in lieu of property taxes to that class of

senior citizens, [w dows, w dowers] single persons and

per manent |y di sabl ed persons who are real property taxpayers or
renters who are w thout adequate neans of support to enable them
to remain in peaceabl e possession of their hones and relieving
t heir econom c burden.

Section 3. Definitions.--As used in this act:

* %k

(6) "daimant" neans a person who files a claimfor property
tax assistance or rent assistance in |lieu of property taxes and
was sixty-five years of age or over, or whose spouse (if a
menber of the household) was sixty-five years of age or over,
during a cal endar year in which real property taxes or rent were

due and payable or was a [w dow or w dower] single person and

was fifty years of age or over during a cal endar year or part
thereof in which real property taxes or rent were due and
payabl e, or was a permanently disabl ed person during a cal endar
year or part thereof in which real property taxes or rent were
due and payable. [For the purposes of this act the term"w dow'
or "wi dower" shall nean the surviving wife or the surviving
husband, as the case may be, of a deceased individual and who

has not remarried except as provided in subsection (d) of
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section 4 of this act.] For the purposes of this act the terns

"singl e person" shall nean a person who has never nmarri ed or who

has marri ed and has been di vorced and has not remarri ed or who

has marri ed and whose spouse has di ed except as provided in

subsection (d) of section 4 of this act. For the purposes of

this act the term "permanently disabl ed person” shall nean a
person who is unable to engage in any substantial gainful
activity by reason of any nedically determ nabl e physical or
ment al i npai rment which can be expected to continue
indefinitely, except as provided in subsection [(c) and] (d) of
section 4 of this act.

* %k

Section 4. Property Tax or Rent Assistance.--* * *

(d) If a honmestead is owned or rented and occupied for only
a portion of a year or is owned or rented in part by a person
who does not neet the qualifications for a claimnt, exclusive
of any interest owned or |eased by a claimnt's spouse, or if

the claimant is a [w dow or wi dower] single person who

[remarries] marries, or if the claimant is a permanently
di sabl ed person who is no |onger disabled, the departnent shal
apportion the real property taxes or rent in accordance with the
period or degree of ownership or |easehold or eligibility of the
claimant in determ ning the anmobunt of assistance for which a
claimant is eligible. Aclaimant who is a renter shall not be
eligible for rent assistance in |lieu of property taxes during
t hose nonths within which he receives public assistance fromthe
Department of Public Welfare.

Section 2. Section 5 of the act, amended June 24, 1974
(No. 124), is anended to read:

Section 5. Filing of daim--A claimfor property tax or
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rent assistance shall be filed with the departnment on or before
the thirtieth day of June of the year next succeeding the end of
t he cal endar year in which real property taxes or rent were due
and payabl e: Provided, That [w dowers, and renters] single

persons requesting assistance by virtue of this anmendnent, nmay
file their first claimfor assistance with the departnent no

| ater than six nonths after the effective date of this
anendatory act. No rei nbursenment on a claimshall be nade from
the State Lottery Fund earlier than the day follow ng the | ast
day provided in this act on which that claimmy be filed with
the departnent. Only one claimant froma honestead each year
shall be entitled to property tax or rent assistance. If two or
nore persons are able to neet the qualifications for a claimnt,
they may determ ne who the claimant shall be. If they are unable
to agree, the departnent shall determ ne to whom assi stance is
to be paid.

Section 3. Section 6 of the act, amended Decenber 5, 1973
(P.L.380, No.136), is anended to read:

Section 6. Proof of Caim--Each claimshall include
reasonabl e proof of household incone, the size and nature of the
property clainmed as a honestead and the rent or tax receipt, or
ot her proof that the real property taxes on the honmestead have
been paid, or rent in connection with the occupancy of a

honmest ead has been paid. If the claimant is a [w dow, or

wi dower] single person, an affidavit of such status shall be

i ncluded. Proof that a claimant is eligible to receive

di sability benefits under the Federal Social Security Act shal
constitute proof of disability under this act. No person who has
been found not to be disabled by the social security

adm ni stration shall be granted assistance under this act. A
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cl ai mant not covered under the Federal Social Security Act shal
be exam ned by a physician designated by the departnent and such
status determ ned using the sane standards used by the soci al
security admnistration. It shall not be necessary that such
taxes or rent were paid by the claimnt: Provided, That the rent
or taxes have been paid when the claimis filed. The first claim
filed shall include proof that the clainmnt or his spouse was
age sixty-five or over or fifty years or over in the case of a

[wi dow, or wi dower,] single person, during the cal endar year in

whi ch real property taxes or rent were due and payabl e.
Section 4. The provisions of this anendatory act shall take
effect imrediately and shall apply to cal endar years commenci ng

January 1, 1975 and thereafter.
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