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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1051 5%

I NTRODUCED BY BERSON, | RVIS AND RHODES, APRIL 16, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, APRIL 21, 1975
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AN ACT
Providing a renmedy for eviction of a cohabitant froma dwelling
for the protection of the health and safety of other

cohabi t ant s.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Petition for Eviction from Prem ses. --Any person
who cohabits with another adult, whether married or unnmarried,
may by petition to the Court of Common Pl eas of the county in
whi ch he or she resides, seek eviction in cases in which the
physi cal or nmental well-being of either cohabitant or any child
or children living with themis endangered by the occupancy of
t he cohabited prem ses by both adult cohabitants.

Section 2. Notice, Hearing and Prelimnary Relief.--Upon the
filing of said petition and notice to the other adult
cohabitant, the court shall schedule a hearing within five days,
unl ess wai ved by the court upon good cause shown. | nmmedi ate and
present danger to an adult or child cohabitant therein shal
constitute good cause. If the hearing is waived and i nmedi ate

and prelimnary relief is granted, a hearing shall be schedul ed
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within five days thereafter

Section 3. Scope of Judicial Relief.--The court shall be
enpowered to grant any formof legal or equitable relief
necessary and proper to safeguard the physical or enotional
health or safety of either cohabitant or any child or children
living with themincluding either or both of the foll ow ng:

(1) Ganting exclusive possession of the cohabited prem ses
to either cohabitant, by eviction from or restoration to, the
cohabi ted prem ses, whether or not such prem ses are owned by
the entireties, jointly owned, jointly |eased, |eased by the
excl uded party solely, owned by the excluded party solely or
nmerely jointly occupied by both parties.

(2) Restraining one of the cohabitants from physically
striking or comng into physical contact with the other
cohabitant or any mnor child or children who had lived with
them for such tinme as is appropriate and necessary under the
ci rcunstances of the case.

Section 4. Determning R ght to Possession of Dwelling.--The
court, in determning who shall remain in or be restored to the
dwel I'i ng, shall give due regard to whichever party will retain
custody of any child or children who had been living in the
cohabi ted prem ses.

Section 5. Title to Real Estate Unaffected.--No order shal
in any manner effect title to any real estate of either party.
Shoul d t he excluded party have exclusive title to the residence
fromwhich he or she is evicted, the court shall enjoin that
person from bringing any | egal or equitable action designed to
give himor her possession of the prem ses for the duration of
the court's order.

Section 6. Renedies Cunul ative.--The renedi es provided in
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the act are cunul ative and are in addition to and may be
enpl oyed concurrently with other renedies provided in law or in
equity.

Section 7. Repeals.--Al acts and parts of acts are repeal ed
insofar as they are inconsistent with this act.

Secti on 8. Ef fective Date.--This act shall take effect in 60
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days.
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