SENATE AMENDED

PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 1198 PRINTER S NO. 2768

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1044 55

I NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. CAPUTO, GEl SLER, FLAHERTY, RHODES,
MRKONIC, I'TKIN, M M MILLEN, ROVANELLI, MENHCORN, SWEENEY,
NOVAK, ABRAHAM VALI CENTI, MRS. G LLETTE, MESSRS. KNEPPER,
CESSAR, FI SHER, PARKER AND REED, APRIL 16, 1975

SENATOR COPPERSM TH, PUBLI C HEALTH AND VELFARE, | N SENATE, AS
AMENDED, FEBRUARY 10, 1976
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 2, 1915 (P.L.736, No.338), entitled, as
anended, "An act defining the liability of an enployer to pay
damages for injuries received by an enploye in the course of
enpl oynment ; establishing an el ective schedul e of

conpensati on; providing procedure for the determ nation of

liability and conpensation thereunder; and prescribing

penal ties,” further providing for certain provisions relating

to the enploye's choice of practitioner of the healing arts.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Subsection (f) of section 306, act of June 2,
1915 (P.L.736, No.338), known as "The Pennsyl vania Wrknen's
Conpensati on Act," reenacted and anended June 21, 1939 (P.L.520,
No. 281), and anmended Decenber 5, 1974 (P.L.782, No.263), is
amended AND THE SECTI ON |'S AVENDED BY ADDI NG A SUBSECTI ON t o
read:

Section 306. The follow ng schedul e of conpensation is

her eby est abl i shed:
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(f) The enployer shall provide paynent for reasonable
surgi cal and nedi cal services, services rendered by duly
licensed practitioners of the healing arts, nedicines, and
suppl i es, as and when needed: Provided, That the enploye may

select a duly licensed practitioner of the healing arts of his

own choi cel : AND, PROVI DED FURTHER, THAT |F THE EMPLOYE CHOOSES <—
A PHYSI CI AN, HE MAY SELECT A PHYSICIAN OF HHS OMN CHO CE, unl ess

at | east five physicians shall have been designated by the
enpl oyer or by the enpl oyer and the enploye's representative by
agreenent, in which instances the enpl oye shall select a

physician FOR HS FIRST VISIT from anong those designated}. In <—

addition to the above service, the enployer shall provide
paynment for medicines and supplies, hospital treatment, services
and supplies and orthopedi c appliances, and prostheses. The cost
for such hospital treatnent, service and supplies shall not in
any case exceed the prevailing charge in the hospital for |ike
services to other individuals. If the enploye shall refuse
reasonabl e services of duly licensed practitioners of the

heal ing arts, surgical, medical and hospital services,
treatments, nedicines and supplies he shall forfeit all rights
to conpensation for any injury or any increase in his incapacity
shown to have resulted from such refusal. Wenever an enpl oye
shall have suffered the loss of a linb, part of a linb, or an
eye, the enployer shall also provide paynent for an artificial
linmb or eye or other prostheses of a type and kind recommended
by the doctor attending such enploye in connection with such
injury and any replacenents for an artificial |inb or eye which
the enpl oye may require at any tinme thereafter, together with
such continued nedical care as may be prescribed by the doctor

attendi ng such enploye in connection with such injury as well as
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such training as may be required in the proper use of such
prost heses. The provisions of this section shall apply in
injuries whether or not |oss of earning power occurs. I|f
hospital confinenent is required, the enploye shall be entitled
to sem -private accommodations but if no such facilities are
avai l abl e, regardless of the patient's condition, the enpl oyer,
not the patient, shall be liable for the additional costs for
the facilities in a private room

The paynment by an insurer for any nedical, surgical or
hospital services or supplies after any statute of linmtations
provided for in this act shall have expired shall not act to
reopen or review the conpensation rights for purposes of such
[imtations.

(F.1) THE TERM "PHYSICIAN' AS USED IN THI S ACT SHALL NEAN

UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE, AN | NDI VI DUAL

LI CENSED UNDER THE LAWS OF THI S COMMONWEALTH TO ENGAGE I N THE

PRACTI CE OF MEDI CI NE AND SURGERY IN ALL OF I TS BRANCHES W THI N

THE SCOPE OF THE ACT OF JULY 20, 1974 (P.L.551, NO. 190),

RELATI NG TO MEDI CI NE AND SURGERY, OR I'N THE PRACTI CE OF

OSTECOPATHY OR OSTEOPATHI C SURGERY W THI N THE SCOPE OF THE ACT OF

MARCH 19, 1909 (P.L.46, NO 29).
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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