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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 930  *un”

| NTRODUCED BY KOLTER, PETRARCA, SALOOM DOVBROWBKI , MANDERI NO
AND LAUDADI O, APRIL 7, 1975

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, APRIL 8, 1975
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of April 29, 1959 (P.L.58, No.32), entitled "An
act consolidating and revising the Vehicle Code, the Tractor
Code, the Mdtor Vehicle Financial Responsibility Act and
other acts relating to the ownership, possession and use of
vehicles and tractors,” further providing for qualifications
of school bus operators and funding of exam nations.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 609, act of April 29, 1959 (P.L.58,
No. 32), known as "The Vehicle Code," anmended January 10, 1972
(1971 P.L.678, No.183), is anmended to read:
Section 609. [Additional] Exam nations for School Bus
Qperators.--[After July 1, 1950, no] No person shall operate a
school bus carrying school children on the highways of this

Commonweal th unl ess he (1) shall have satisfactorily conpleted a

course of instruction and passed an [additional] exam nation for

school bus operators within the preceding five (5) years, to be
given by the secretary or such agency as [he may direct] may

nmeet Federal Departnent of Transportati on standards of safety

i ncl udi ng any recogni zed driver training school offering a
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recogni zed hone study course, including any State or Feder al

transportation association of school bus operators, establishing

his fitness and conpetency to operate such school bus with
safety and his know edge of the |aws and regulations relating to
t he operation of school buses; (2) carries a currently valid
school bus operator's certificate issued by the secretary
pursuant to such exam nation; (3) has satisfactorily passed a
physi cal exam nation to be given by the physician for the school
district by which he is enployed; and (4) carries a certificate
i ssued by the exam ning physician at the tinme of exam nation

i ndi cating that he has passed the prescribed physical

exam nation, including an exam nation of the eyes. Such
certificate issued by the exam ning physician shall be valid for
a period of one (1) year fromthe date of its issuance. The
provi sions of this section shall not apply to operators enpl oyed
by any person or conpany holding a certificate of the

Pennsyl vania Public Utility Comm ssion or by any Miunicipality
Aut hority, Port Authority or Transportation Authority, who
operate over regular routes in schedul ed service, even if such
operators al so transport school children off such routes:

Provi ded, That such operators shall have passed periodically

adm ni stered physical exam nations required by either the Public
Utility Comm ssion, the Interstate Conmerce Conm ssion or the
depart nment.

Penal ty.--Any person violating any of the provisions of this
section, shall, upon sunmary conviction before a magi strate, be
sentenced to pay a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars
($25.00) and not nore than fifty dollars ($50.00) and costs of
prosecution, and, in default of the paynent thereof, shal

undergo i nprisonnent for not |ess than ten (10) days and not
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nore than twenty-five (25) days.
Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 609. 1. Fundi ng of Exam nations for School Bus

Operators.--(a) Funding for the conpleti on of such a course of

instruction will be included as a chargeable itemin the

contract between the operator and the school district.

(b)) A mninmumof ten (10) additional cost of operation days

per bus will be included as part of the contract for initial

trai ni ng of new school bus operators.

(c) A mninmumof five (5) additional cost of operation days

per bus will be included as part of the contract for refresher

courses for operators holding a current valid school bus

operator's license for the previous five (5) years.

(d) In no case shall funding be for nore than the actual

cost of such training.

Section 3. School bus operators possessing valid school bus
operators' certificates on the effective date of this act may
continue to operate school buses until the expiration of such
certifications without conpleting the course of instruction
required by this anending act: Provided, That at no tinme shall a
person, who has been granted a limted |icense under the
provi sions of section 619.4, operate a school bus.

Section 4. This act shall take effect in six nonths.
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