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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. D72 *5n”

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. RI CHARDSON, BLACKWELL, MRS. TOLL
MESSRS. REED, VANN, SHELTON, BARBER AND | RVI S,
FEBRUARY 24, 1975

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MARCH 12, 1975
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of May 14, 1857 (P.L.507, No.567), entitled "An
act to Legitimate Children Born out of Lawful Wedl ock,"
providing that all children born in the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vania are |l egitimate.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 1, act of My 14, 1857 (P.L.507, No.567),
entitled "An act to Legitimate Children Born out of Lawful
Wedl ock, " anended June 17, 1971 (P.L.175, No.17), is amended to
read:
Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representati ves of the Comonweal th of Pennsylvania in General

Assenbly nmet, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the

sane, That all children born in the Commpbnweal th of Pennsyl vani a

shall be legitinate irrespective of the marital status of their

parents and in any and every case where [the father and not her

of a child or] children are born out of wedlock [shall enter
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into the bonds of |awful wedl ock and cohabit, such child or
children shall thereby becone legitimted, and] they shall enjoy

all the rights and privileges as if they had been born during

t he wedl ock of their parents: Provided, however, That for

pur poses of paternal inheritance of children born out of
wedl ock, the identity of the father be detern ned andregistered <—
) I s Y e \ital o )

in one of the foll owi ng ways:

(1) Fhe THE father nmay recognize his child by filing a <—

certificate to such effect IN THE OFFI CE OF THE BUREAU OF VI TAL <—

STATI STICS;  OR

(2) Fhe THE paternity nay be determ ned by | aw during the <—

lifetine of the reputed father; OR <—

(3) IN CASES WHERE THE FATHER AND MOTHER OF A CHI LD BORN OUT

OF WEDLOCK SHALL ENTER I NTO THE BONDS OF LAWFUL WEDLOCK AND

COHABI T, SUCH CHI LD OR CHI LDREN SHALL THEREBY BECOVE

LEG TI MATED

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall
apply to all children living on or born after the date of

enactnent |F THE CH LD S FATHER | S LI VI NG ON THAT DATE. <—

B5L23RW 19750H0572B0798 - 2 -



