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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 153 *un”

Report of the Committee of Conference

To the Menbers of the House of Representatives and Senate:

We, the undersigned, Commttee of Conference on the part of
t he House of Representatives and Senate for the purpose of
considering House Bill No. 153, entitled:
"An act amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320),
entitled ' An act concerning el ections, including general,
muni ci pal, special and primary el ections, the nom nation of
candi dates, primary and el ecti on expenses and el ecti on contests;
* * * and repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to
el ections,' requiring election districts to be contiguous in
regi ons of CERTAIN school districts, PROWBHNGTFORELECHON-AT
FARGE—OF—ALHE—SEHEOE—DBHREETORS BEGHNNFNG+HN—197+ FURTHER
PROVI DI NG FOR CONTRI BUTI ONS BY CORPORATI ONS, UNI NCORPORATED
ASSCCI ATI ONS OR UNI ONS and providing an exception for police
officers to be within a certain distance of a polling place.

respectfully submt the following bill as our report:

NOCRVAN S. BERSON
PETER E. PERRY
FRANK J. O CONNELL, Jr

(Committee on the part of the House of Representatives.)

THOVAS M NCLAN
JOSEPH F. SM TH
FREDERI CK H. HOBBS

(Committee on the part of the Senate.)
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;
i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;
i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to
el ections,” requiring election districts to be contiguous in
regions of certain school districts, further providing for
certain activities by corporations and uni ncor por at ed
associ ations, providing for an accounting exception for small
contributions and providing an exception for police officers
to be within a certain distance of a polling place.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 502, act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333,
No. 320), known as the "Pennsyl vani a El ecti on Code," reenacted
April 4, 1945 (P.L. 143, No.64) and anended Septenber 2, 1961
(P.L.1228, No.537), is anended to read:
Section 502. Court to Create New El ection Districts.--
Subj ect to the provisions of section 501 of this act, the court
of quarter sessions of the county in which the sane are | ocat ed,
may formor create new election districts by dividing or
redi vi di ng any borough, township, ward or election district into
two or nore election districts of conmpact and conti guous
territory, or alter the bounds of any election district, or form
an election district out of two or nore adjacent districts or
parts of districts, or consolidate adjoining election districts,
so as to suit the convenience of the electors and to pronote the
public interests. Election districts so fornmed shall contain
bet ween six hundred (600) and ei ght hundred (800) registered
el ectors as nearly as may be. No election district shall be

formed that shall contain |less than one hundred (100) registered
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el ectors. VWhen a school district crosses county lines, the

regi ons of the school district shall be conposed of conti guous

el ection districts.

Section 2. Section 1207 of the act, anmended June 19, 1974
(No. 122), is anended to read:

Section 1207. Peace O ficers; No Police Oficer to Be Wthin
One Hundred Feet of Polling Place; Exceptions; Presence of
Sol di ers Prohi bited.--The constabl e of each borough, township or
ward, or his deputy shall be present at the polling place in
each election district of such borough, township or ward at each
primary and el ection during the continuance thereof, and while
the votes are being counted, for the purpose of preserving the
peace, and shall serve at all elections for which services the
said constabl e and each of such deputies perform ng such
services shall receive the sanme conpensati on payable to
i nspectors and cl erks under section 412 (a) of this act which
shall be paid by the county. Such sum shall include pay for
serving notices in witing to persons elected at such el ection.
The el ection officers, or any three qualified el ectors of any
el ection district, may call upon any mayor, chief burgess,
sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable, deputy constable, or police
officer, to clear an avenue to the door of any polling place
which is obstructed in such a way as to prevent electors from
approaching, or to maintain order and quell any disturbance, if
such arises. No police officer in comm ssion, whether in uniform
or in citizen's clothes, shall be within one hundred feet of a
polling place during the conduct of any primary or election,
unl ess in the exercise of his privilege of voting, or for the
pur pose of serving warrants, or unless called upon to preserve

t he peace, as provided by this act: Provided, however, That such
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prohi bition shall not apply to such police officers assigned to

a police station or headquarters |located in a building or on the

premnm ses where the polling place is | ocated and such police

officers nust be within one hundred (100) feet of the polling

pl ace to enter and exit such police stati on or headquarters: And

provided further, That in no event nmay any police officer

unl awfully use or practice any intimdation, threats, force or

viol ence nor, in any manner, unduly influence or overawe any

el ector or prevent himfromvoting or restrain his freedom of

choi ce, nor may any such police officer electioneer or directly

or indirectly attenpt to influence the el ection or electors

while within one hundred (100) feet of a polling place as herein

set forth: And provided further, That where polling pl aces are

| ocated in buil dings or on preni ses where a police station or

headquarters are | ocated, the polling place shall be |located in

a separate room No body of troops in the Arnmy of the United

States or of this Commonweal th shall be present, either arned or
unarmed, at any place of election within this Commonweal th
during the time of any primary or election: Provided, however,
That no officer or soldier shall be prevented from exercising
the right of suffrage in the election district in which he
resides, if otherw se qualified.

Section 3. Section 1605 of the act is amended by addi ng a
subsection to read:

Section 1605. Contributions for Election Expenses to Be Made
to Candi dates or Treasurers; Contributions by Corporations and
Uni ncor por at ed Associ ati ons Prohi bited.--

* * %

(c) Neither the provisions of this section, nor the

provi sions of section 1604(a) nor any other provisions of the
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1 laws of this Commonweal th shall be deened to prohibit direct

2 private conmunications by a corporation to its stockholders and
3 their families or by an unincorporated association to its

4 nenbers and their famlies on any subject; non-partisan

5 registration and get-out-the vote canpai gns by a corporation

6 ained at its stockholders and their famlies or by an

7 unincorporated association ained at its nenbers and their

8 famlies; and the establishnent, and adnministration by a

9 corporation or an unincorporated association of a separate

10 segregated fund which fund is to be created by voluntary

11 individual contributions and to be utilized for political

12 purposes, provided that any such separate segregated fund shal
13 be deened to be a political commttee for the purposes of

14 section 1607 of this act.

15 Section 4. Subsection (a) of section 1607 of the act,

16 anended July 17, 1963 (P.L.266, No.141), is anended to read:

17 Section 1607. Expense Accounts to Be Filed.--

18 (a) Every candidate for nom nation or election, and every

19 treasurer of a political committee, or person acting as such
20 treasurer, shall, within thirty days after every prinmary and
21 election at which such candidate was voted for or with which
22 such political commttee was concerned, if the anount received
23 or expended or liabilities incurred shall exceed the sum of one
24 hundred fifty dollars, file a full, true and detail ed account,
25 subscribed and sworn to by him setting forth each and every sum
26 of noney received, contributed or disbursed by himfor primry
27 or election expenses, the date of each receipt, contribution and
28 disbursenent, the name of the person fromwhomreceived or to
29 whom paid, and the specific object or purpose for which the sane

30 was disbursed. Such account shall also set forth the unpaid
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1 debts and liabilities of any such candidate or conmmttee for

2 primary or election expenses, with the nature and anount of

3 each, and to whomowing. In the case of the treasurer of a

4 political commttee, the account shall include any unexpended

5 bal ance of contributions or other receipts appearing fromthe

6 l|ast previous account filed by him and shall also include a

7 conplete listing of all receipts and di sbursenents made by such
8 conmittee for any purpose, including all receipts and

9 disbursenents fromthe publication and sale of all publications,
10 and fromthe tine of the | ast account or fromthe tine of the

11 formation of the political conmttee if no prior account has

12 been filed. In the case of candidates for election who have

13 previously filed accounts of their primry expenses as

14 candi dates for nom nation, the accounts shall only include

15 receipts, contributions and di sbursenents subsequent to the date
16 of such prior accounts.

17 Not wi t hst andi ng t he foregoi ng paragraph, where any anount

18 received or contributed is not nore than fifty ($50) dollars,

19 such anpbunts nmay be aggregated according to the date of receipt
20 or _contribution. In such cases, the nane of the person from whom
21 received or contributed need not be set forth. However, where
22 the candidate for nom nation or election, treasurer of a
23 political conmittee, or person acting as a treasurer, knows or
24 has reason to know that a person has, through nmultiple
25 contributions, contributed nore than a total of fifty ($50)
26 dollars, he nust make a full, true and detailed account and
27 report of what he knows or has reason to know.
28 * %k
29 Section 5. Section 1820 of the act is amended to read:
30 Section 1820. Police Oficers at Polling Places.--Any police

19750H0153B3267 - 5 -



1 officer in comm ssion, whether in uniformor in citizen's

2 clothes, who shall be within one hundred (100) feet of a polling
3 place during the conduct of any primary or election, except in

4 the exercise of his privilege of voting or for the purpose of

5 serving warrants, or in accordance with the provisions of the

6 exception set forth in section 1207 of this act where the police
7 station or headquarters is located in the sanme building or on

8 the prem ses where the polling place is |located or unless called
9 upon to preserve the peace, as provided by this act, shall be

10 gquilty of a m sdeneanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be
11 sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding five hundred ($500)

12 dollars, or to undergo an inprisonnment of not nore than one (1)
13 year, or both, in the discretion of the court.

14 Section 6. Any school district which crosses county |ines

15 and in which regions are conposed of non-contiguous el ection

16 districts shall be reapportioned. If a school district is not

17 reapportioned within six nonths after enactnent hereof, the

18 court of conmmon pleas of the county in which the |argest part in
19 land area of the school district is |ocated shall form new
20 regions in the manner provided for the formation of election
21 districts. School directors elected in 1975 and i ncunbent school
22 directors shall serve the terns for which they were el ected;
23 their successors shall be elected in accordance with the
24 reapportioned regions.
25 Section 7. This act shall take effect imediately.
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