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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 115 =3

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. A. K. HUTCHI NSON, LAUDADI O, MJSTO, MORRI S,
PETRARCA, KOLTER, DeMEDI O, DOVBROABKI, ROVANELLI, M SCEVI CH,
MENHORN, BONETTO, YAHNER, KLI NGAMAN, KNEPPER, ABRAHAM
O KEEFE, G LLESPIE, W W FOSTER, SCHEAFFER, SHUPN K, MRS
G LLETTE, MESSRS. DAVIS, ZW KL, MANDERI NO, SALOOM FEE, DOYLE,
LI NCOLN, HALVERSON, VALI CENTI, WANSACZ, TAYLOR, NOVAK,
BRADLEY, M LANOVI CH, FI SCHER, TADDONI O, TURNER, ZELLER AND
CIM N, JANUARY 27, 1975

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, JANUARY 27, 1975

O (o0} ~NoO O~ WNE

N T N S N e
N~ o oo A WN - O

AN ACT
Providing for grants or |oans to volunteer fire conpanies for
t he purpose of establishing or nodernizing facilities that
house fire fighting equi pnment or purchasing new fire fighting
apparatus equi pnment and training; establishing a revolving
fund for such purpose; providing for the adm nistration of
the act by the Departnent of Community Affairs; and nmaki ng an
appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short Title.--This act shall be known and may be
cited as the "Volunteer Fire Conmpany Assistance Act."
Section 2. Definitions.--As used in this act:
" Appar at us equi pnent” means snorkel, punpers, tankers, |adder
trucks, or other |arge equipnent used for fire fighting.
"Departnent” means the Departnent of Comunity Affairs of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

"Facilities" means facilities used to house fire fighting
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equi pnent and shall not include neeting halls, social roons, or
any other facilities not directly related to fire fighting.

"Vol unteer fire conpany” neans any nonprofit chartered
corporation, association, or organization |located in this
Commonweal th which provides fire protection within this
Commonweal t h.

"Vol unteer Fire Conpany Grant or Loan Fund" neans the fund
establ i shed under section 4 of this act.

Section 3. Assistance to Volunteer Fire Conpanies.--(a) The
departnent is hereby authorized, upon application of any
vol unteer fire conpany, to nmake grants or loans to said
vol unteer fire conpany for the purpose of establishing or
noderni zing facilities that house fire fighting apparatus
equi pnent. At no tinme shall the grant exceed 50% of the cost
i ncurred nor be in excess of $50,000, whichever is less, to
establish or nodernize facilities that house fire fighting
equi pnent or purchase new fire fighting apparatus equi pnment. The
anount of a |oan made to any one volunteer fire conpany shal
not exceed $150, 000.

(b) Prior to approving a grant, the volunteer fire conpany
nmust denonstrate to the satisfaction of the departnent that they
have the financial resources or can obtain the financial
resources for conplete paynment of establishing or nodernizing
facilities that house fire fighting equi pnent or purchasing new
fire fighting apparatus equi pnment.

(c) Loans nade by the departnent shall be for a period of
not nore than 10 years and shall be subject to such security as
shall be determ ned by the departnent.

(d) Gants and | oans nade by the departnent shall be paid

fromthe Volunteer Fire Conpany Grant and Loan Fund to the
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vol unteer fire conpanies in such a nmanner determ ned by the
depart nment.

(e) Al paynents of interest on said | oans and the princi pal
t hereof shall be deposited by the departnment in the Vol unteer
Fire Conpany Grant and Loan Fund.

Section 4. Volunteer Fire Conpany Loan.--(a) There is hereby
created a special fund in the Treasury Departnent to be known as
the Vol unteer Fire Conpany Grant and Loan Fund to which shall be
credited all appropriations made by the General Assenbly to the
departnment as well as repaynent of principal and interest on
| oans made pursuant to this act.

(b) The department may requisition fromtinme to tinme from
the Vol unteer Fire Conpany Grant and Loan Fund such anmpunts as
shall be allocated by the departnent for grants or |oans to
vol unteer fire conpanies. Wen and as the amobunts so all ocated
by the departnment as |oans to volunteer fire conpanies are
repaid to the departnent pursuant to the terns of the agreenents
made and entered into with the departnment, the departnent shal
pay such amounts into the Volunteer Fire Conpany G ant and Loan
Fund, it being the intent of this act that the Volunteer Fire
Conmpany Grant and Loan Fund shall operate as a revolving fund
whereby all appropriations and paynents made thereto may be
applied and reapplied to the purposes of this act.

(c) At any tinme that the departnent shall determ ne that
funds held in the Volunteer Fire Conpany Grant and Loan Fund are
in excess of the anobunt needed by the departnent to carry out
t he purposes of this act, the departnment nay take such action as
shall be required to rel ease such excess fromthe Volunteer Fire
Conmpany Grant and Loan Fund and transfer the sane to the General

Fund in the Treasury Departnent.
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Section 5. Powers and Duties of the Departnent.--The powers
and duties shall be:

(1) To appoint agents, enployees, and servants; and to
prescribe their duties and to fix their conpensation within the
limtations provided by |aw

(2) To accept grants fromthe Federal Governnment and any
ot her individual, agency, or government for use in the Vol unteer
Fire Conpany Grant and Loan Fund;

(3) To direct the Departnent of Community Affairs of the
Commonweal th to take title to any piece of property which acts
as security for any outstanding | oan;

(4) To require all loans to be secured in such a manner that
t he Departnent of Community Affairs would have a first priority
in case of any default or foreclosure;

(5) To loan noney over a termof years, but in no case in
excess of 10 years;

(6) To require, whenever possible, consolidation or nutual
ai d agreenments between conmunities in the utilization of
vol unteer fire conpanies; and

(7) To pronul gate such rules and regulations as it deens
necessary to carry out its powers and duties under this act.

Section 6. Appropriation.--The sum of $5,000,000, or as much
t hereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the
Vol unteer Fire Conpany Grant and Loan Fund for the purposes set
forth in the inplenentation of this act.

Section 7. Effective Date.--This act shall take effect

i mredi ately.
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