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AN ACT

Providing for the training and |icensing of watch guards,

protective patrol men, detectives and crimnal investigators,

carrying and using | ethal weapons in their enploynent;

i nposi ng powers and duties on the Comm ssioner of the

Pennsyl vania State Police; and providing penalties.

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short Title.--This act shall be known and may be
cited as the "Lethal Wapons Training Act."

Section 2. Legislative Findings and Purpose.--(a) The
CGeneral Assenbly finds that there are private detectives,
i nvestigators, watchnen, security guards and patrol nen
privately enployed within this Commonweal th who carry and use
| et hal weapons including firearns as an incidence of their
enpl oynment and that there have been various tragic incidents
i nvol ving these individuals which occurred because of
unfam liarity with the handling of weapons. The General Assenbly
also finds that there is presently no training required for such
privately enpl oyed agents in the handling of |ethal weapons or
in the know edge of | aw enforcenent and the protection of rights
of citizens, and that such training would be beneficial to the
safety of the citizens of this Comobnweal th

(b) It is the purpose of this act to provide for the
education, training and certification of such privately enpl oyed
agents who, as an incidence to their enploynent, carry | ethal
weapons t hrough a program adm ni stered or approved by the
Commi ssi oner of the Pennsylvania State Poli ce.

Section 3. Definitions.--As used in this act:

" Conmi ssi oner” means the Conm ssioner of the Pennsylvania

State Police.
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"Let hal weapons” include but are not limted to firearnms,
mace and ot her weapons cal cul ated to produce death or serious
bodily harm A concealed billy club is a |ethal weapon.

"Privately enpl oyed agents” include any person enpl oyed for
t he purpose of providing watch guard, protective patrol,
detective or crimnal investigative services either for another
for a fee or for his enployer. Privately enployed agents do not
i nclude local, State or Federal Governnent enpl oyees.

"Progrant neans the education and training program
establ i shed and adm ni stered or approved by the comm ssioner in
accordance with this act.

Section 4. Education and Training Program--(a) An education
and training programin the handling of |ethal weapons, |aw
enforcenent and protection of rights of citizens shall be
establ i shed and adm ni stered or approved by the comm ssioner in
accordance with the provisions of this act.

(b) Al privately enployed agents who, as an incidence to
their enploynent, carry a | ethal weapon shall be required to
attend the program established by subsection (a) of this section
in accordance with the requirenments or regul ations established
by the conm ssioner and, upon satisfactory conpletion of such
program shall be entitled to certification by the conm ssioner.

(c) Except for colleges and universities, no nongovernnment
enpl oyer of a privately enployed agent who, as an incidence to
his enploynent, carries a | ethal weapon, shall own, operate, or
otherwi se participate in, directly or indirectly, the
establishment or adm nistration of the program established by
subsection (a) of this section.

Section 5. Power and Duties of Conm ssioner.--The

commi ssi oner shall have the power and duty:
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(1) To inplement and adm ni ster or approve the m nimm
courses of study and training for the programin the handling of
| et hal weapons, |aw enforcenent and protection of the rights of
citizens.

(2) To inplement and adm ni ster or approve physical and
psychol ogi cal testing and screening of the candidate for the
pur pose of barring fromthe programthose not physically or
mentally fit to handl e | ethal weapons.

(3) To issue certificates of approval to schools approved by
the comm ssioner and to withdraw certificates of approval from
t hose school s di sapproved by the comm ssi oner.

(4) To certify instructors pursuant to the m ni mum
qual i fications established by the conm ssioner.

(5) To consult and cooperate with universities, colleges,
community coll eges and institutes for the devel opnent of
speci ali zed courses in handling | ethal weapons, |aw enforcenent
and protection of the rights of citizens.

(6) To consult and cooperate with departnments and agencies
of this Commonweal th and other states and the Federal Governnent
concerned with simlar training.

(7) To certify those individuals who have satisfactorily
conpl eted basi c educational and training requirenments as
establ i shed by the comm ssioner and to i ssue appropriate
certificates to such persons.

(8) To visit and inspect approved schools at |east once a
year.

(9) In the event that the conm ssioner inplenents and
adm nisters a program to collect reasonable charges fromthe
students enrolled therein to pay for the costs of the program

(10) To nake such rules and regul ations and to perform such
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ot her duties as nay be reasonably necessary or appropriate to
i npl enent the education and training program

Section 6. Certificate of Qualification.--(a) Any person
desiring to enroll in such programshall make application to the
conmmi ssioner, on a formto be prescribed by the comm ssioner.

(b) The application shall be signed and verified by the
applicant. It shall include his full nanme, age, residence,
present and previ ous occupati ons and such other information that
may be required by the comm ssioner to show the good character,
conpetency and integrity of the applicant.

(c) The application shall be personally presented by the
applicant at an office of the Pennsylvania State Police where
his fingerprints shall be affixed thereto. The application shal
be acconpani ed by two current photographs of the applicant of a
size and nature to be prescribed by the comm ssioner and a
thirty-five dollar ($35) application fee. Thereafter the
application shall be forwarded to the comm ssi oner.

(d) The fingerprints of the applicant shall be exam ned by
t he Pennsyl vania State Police and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation to determine if he has been convicted of or has
pl eaded guilty or nolo contendere to a crine of violence.

(e) No application shall be accepted if the applicant is
under the age of eighteen.

(f) After the application has been processed and if the
conmmi ssi oner determnes that the applicant is eighteen years of
age and has not been convicted of or has not pleaded guilty or
nol o contendere to a crinme of violence, and has satisfied any
ot her requirenments prescribed by himunder his powers and duties
pursuant to section 5, he shall issue a certificate of

qual i fication which shall entitle the applicant to enroll in an
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approved program

Section 7. Certification and Fee.--(a) A certification fee
of not nore than fifteen dollars ($15) shall be paid by each
i ndi vi dual satisfactorily conpleting the programprior to the
recei pt of a certificate.

(b) The conm ssioner shall furnish to each individual
satisfactorily conpleting the program an appropriate wallet or
billfold size copy of the certificate, which shall include a
phot ograph of the individual thereon.

(c) Every certified individual shall carry his wallet or
billfold size certificate on his person as identification during
the tinme when he is on duty or going to and fromduty and
carrying a | ethal weapon.

(d) Certification shall be for a period of five years.

(e) Privately enployed agents who, as an incidence to their
enpl oynment, carry a | ethal weapon shall be required to renew
their certification within six nmonths prior to the expiration of
their certificate. The comm ssioner shall prescribe the manner
in which the certification shall be renewed, and nmay charge a
nom nal renewal fee therefore, not to exceed fifteen dollars
($15).

Section 8. Good Standing.--(a) Privately enpl oyed agents
nmust possess a valid certificate whenever on duty or going to
and fromduty and carrying a | ethal weapon.

(b) \Whenever an enployer of a privately enpl oyed agent
subject to the provisions of this act discharges himfor cause,
t he enpl oyer shall notify the conm ssioner of such within five
days of the discharge.

(c) The conm ssioner nay revoke and invalidate any

certificate issued to a privately enployed agent under this act
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whenever he learns that false, fraudulent or msstated

i nformati on appears on the original or renewal application or
whenever he | earns of a change of circunstances that woul d
render an enpl oyee ineligible for original certification.

Section 9. Penalties.--(a) Any privately enpl oyed agent who
in the course of his enploy carries a | ethal weapon, and who
fails to conply with subsection (b) of section 4 or with
subsection (a) of section 8 of this act, shall be guilty of a
m sdeneanor and upon conviction shall be subject to inprisonnent
of not nore than one year or paynent of a fine not exceedi ng one
t housand dol | ars ($1, 000), or both.

(b) Any privately enployed agent who in the course of his
enploy carries a | ethal weapon, and who viol ates subsection (c)
of section 7 of this act shall be guilty of a summary offense,
and, upon conviction, shall pay a fine not exceeding fifty
dol l ars ($50).

Section 10. Prohibited Act.--No individual certified under
this act shall carry an inoperative or nodel firearmwhile
enpl oyed and he shall carry only a powder actuated firearm
approved by the comm ssi oner.

Section 11. Effective Date.--(a) Sections 1, 2, 3,
subsections (a) and (c) of section 4, sections 5, 6, 7,
subsections (b) and (c) of section 8, and sections 9 and 10 of
this act shall take effect in six nonths.

(b) Subsection (b) of section 4 and subsection (a) of

section 8 of this act shall take effect in nine nonths.
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