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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 400  *5n”

| NTRODUCED BY SCALES, REI BMAN, STAUFFER, EW NG AND MJRPHY
FEBRUARY 21, 1973

AS AVENDED ON SECOND CONSI DERATI ON, NOVEMBER 19, 1973
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AN ACT
Rel ating to munici pal reapportionnent.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the
"“Muni ci pal Reapportionnment Act."

Section 2. As used in this act:

(1) "District" includes ward whenever wards are used as the
subdi vision of a nunicipality for the election of nenbers of the
gover ni ng body.

(2) "Municipality" neans a county, city, borough,

i ncorporated town, township, any unit of governnment created and
exi sting pursuant to the provisions of the "Home Rule Charter
and Optional Plans Law' or any simlar general purpose unit of
government which shall hereafter be created by the Genera
Assenbl y.

(3) "CGoverning body" nmeans a board of county conmm ssioners,

city council, borough council, incorporated town council, board



1 of township conm ssioners, board of township supervisors, the
2 governing council of any unit of government created and existing
3 pursuant to the provisions of the "Honme Rule Charter and

4 Optional Plans Law' or the governing council of any simlar

5 general purpose unit of government which may hereafter be

6 created by the General Assenbly.

7 Section 3. Wthin the year following that in which the

8 Federal census, decennial or special, is officially and finally
9 reported, and at such other tinmes as the governing body of any
10 nunicipality shall deem necessary, each nunicipality having a
11 governing body not entirely elected at |arge shall be

12 reapportioned into districts by its governing body. The

13 governing body shall nunber the districts.

14 Districts shall be conposed of conpact and contiguous

15 territory as nearly equal in population as practicable as

16 officially and finally reported in the nost recent Federal

17 census, decennial or special.

18 Section 4. In the event a nunicipality has not been

19 reapportioned by its governing body within the year follow ng
20 that in which the Federal census, decennial or special is
21 officially and finally reported, a petition, signed by one or
22 nore electors who are residents of the nunicipality may be
23 submtted to the court of common pleas which nmay then
24 reapportion the municipality in accordance with the provisions
25 of this act.
26 Upon receiving the petition to reapportion, the court may
27 appoint three inpartial persons as comr ssioners.
28 The comm ssioners appointed by the court or any two of them
29 shall nmake a report to the court within such tinme as the court
30 shall direct, and shall include with it a plot showi ng the
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boundari es of the present districts and a plot show ng the
districts as proposed by them along with pertinent information
relating to popul ation and area of the proposed districts.

Upon presentation, the court shall confirmthe report nisi,
and shall direct that notice of the filing of the report shal
be given by publication once in a newspaper of general
circulation stating that exceptions nay be filed to such report
within thirty days after the same was filed. |[If no exceptions
are filed, or if the court dism sses the exceptions, the court
shall confirmthe report absolutely and i ssue a decree.

The court in its decree shall designate a nunber for each of
the districts of the nunicipality.

Section 5. The conm ssioners appoi nted by the court shal
each receive conpensation for their services as the court shal
fix.

Al'l cost and expenses incurred in the proceedings to
reapportion shall be paid by the municipality.

Section 6. In the event a nmunicipality has been
reapportioned by its governing body wi thin one year follow ng
that in which the Federal census, decennial or special, is
officially and finally reported, or because the governing body
deened it necessary, such reapportionnment may be contested as
not being in conpliance with the criteria for reapportionnent as
set forth in section 3 of this act.

In order to contest a reapportionnent, a petition signed by
ten el ectors who are residents of the municipality shall be

submtted to the court of conmon pl eas.

f oy : I hed in thi o g
byt 4 hall t] : | cinali
: I ih el . f on .

19730S0400B1566 - 3 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

THE COURT SHALL REVI EW THE REAPPORTI ONMVENT PLAN AND ElI THER
ACCEPT THE REAPPORTI ONMENT PLAN AND DI SM SS THE PETI TI ON OR
REJECT THE REAPPORTI ONMENT PLAN AND RETURN | T TO THE LOCAL
GOVERNI NG BODY FOR CORRECTI ON AND RESUBM SSI ON TO THE COURT. | F
THE LOCAL GOVERNI NG BODY DOES NOT RESUBM T THE REAPPORTI ONMENT
PLAN WTH N THI RTY DAYS OR THE COURT REJECTS THE RESUBM TTED
REAPPORTI ONMENT PLAN, THEN THE COURT SHALL REAPPORTI ON THE
MUNI Cl PALI TY | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S ACT.

In the event the court sets the reapportionnment aside, the
court may appoint three inpartial persons as conm sSioners.

The conmm ssioners appointed by the court or any two of them
shall nmake a report to the court within such tinme as the court
shall direct, and shall include with it a plot showi ng the
boundari es of the present districts and a plot show ng the
districts as proposed by them along with pertinent information
relating to popul ation and area of the proposed districts.

Upon presentation, the court shall confirmthe report nisi,
and shall direct that notice of the filing of the report shal
be given by publication once in a newspaper of general
circulation stating that exceptions nay be filed to such report
within thirty days after the same was filed. If no exceptions
are filed, or if the court dism sses the exceptions, the court
shall confirmthe report absolutely and i ssue a decree.

The court in its decree shall designate a nunber for each of
the districts of the nunicipality.

Section 7. Al cost and expenses incurred in a proceedi ng
described in section 6 of this act challenging a reapportionnent
shall be paid by the nunicipality or the petitioners as the
court shall direct; but, if the court reapportions the

muni ci pality, the costs and expenses shall be paid by the
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muni ci pality.

In the event a reapportionnent is challenged by petition as
described in section 6 the petitioners may be required to post a
bond set by the court to secure the paynment of costs and
expenses.

Section 8. The nenbers of the governing body of the
municipality in office at the tinme of the reapportionnent shal
retain their offices until the end of their term

The el ection of menbers of the governing body under the
reapportionnent shall be held in accordance with law relating to
the municipality and the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320),
known as the "Pennsyl vania El ecti on Code."

Section 9.--(a) The following acts and parts of acts are
repealed only in so far as they are inconsistent herewth:

(1) Section 2, act of May 23, 1874 (P.L.230, No.152),
entitled "An act dividing the cities of this state into three
cl asses, regulating the passage of ordinances, providing for
contracts for supplies and work for said cities, authorizing the
i ncrease of indebtedness, and the creation of a sinking fund to
redeem t he same, defining and punishing certain offences in al
of said cities, and providing for the incorporation and
government of cities of the third class.”

(2) The act of February 12, 1889 (P.L.3, No.1), entitled "An
act to provide for the conmencenent of the terns of office of
counci | ren, constabl es and school directors in new wards, when
erected in cities of the first class under existing |aws and
where the several wards constitute separate school districts, to
provi de for the supervision of the public schools in such new
wards until the organization of the board of school directors of

t he new school section, and to provide for the term of
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counci |l mren and constabl es already el ected by the voters of the
old ward."

(3) The act of April 24, 1905 (P.L.307, No.213), entitled
"An act authorizing the creation, division and consolidation of
wards, in cities of the second class; providing a nethod
therefor, and fixing the m ni mum nunber of inhabitants in each
ward. "

(4) Sections 401, 402, 403, 404, 405, 406, 407 and 408, act
of June 23, 1931 (P.L.932, No.317), reenacted and anended June
28, 1951 (P.L.662, No.164), known as "The Third Cass City
Code. "

(5) Sections 401, 402, 403, 404, 405, 406, 407 and 408, act
of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206, No.331), reenacted and anended May
27, 1949 (P.L.1955, No.569), known as "The First C ass Township
Code. "

(6) Subdivision (c) of Article V, act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1333, No.320), known as the "Pennsyl vania El ecti on Code."

(7) Sections 601, 602, 603, 604, 605, 606 and 607, act of
February 1, 1966 (P.L.1656, No.581), known as "The Borough
Code. "

(b) Al other acts and parts of acts, general, local, and
special, and all Hone Rule Charters, are repealed in so far as

they are inconsistent herewth.
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