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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 14 e

I NTRODUCED BY MR SPENCER, JANUARY 22, 1973

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, JANUARY 22, 1973
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In the House of Representatives, January 22, 1973

WHEREAS, The Bl ossburg State Hospital was created by act of
t he General Assenbly dated June 14, 1887; and

WHEREAS, The Board of Trustees for the Bl ossburg State
Hospital is enpowered by |law to manage and direct the concerns
of the hospital, make all necessary by-laws and regul ati ons, and
transfer the hospital to an incorporated hospital association
representing the community in which the hospital is |ocated; and

WHEREAS, On Septenber 1, 1972, the Departnment of Public
Wel fare closed the doors of the Blossburg State Hospital w thout
action by the Board of Trustees of the hospital; and

WHEREAS, Such action by the Departnment of Public Wl fare has
forced one hundred gainfully enpl oyed persons out of work; and

WHEREAS, the Departnent of Public Welfare is negotiating with
a nonprofit corporation to supply health care services to the
community served by the Blossburg State Hospital; therefore be
it

RESCLVED, That a special legislative investigating conmttee
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be appoi nted by the Speaker of the House, conposed of four
menbers of the House Majority Caucus and three nenbers of the
House M nority Caucus, to conduct a full and conplete
investigation of the propriety and legality of the closing of
the Bl ossburg State Hospital by the Departnment of Public Wlfare
and any and all contracts concerning health care services for
the community served by the Bl ossubrg State Hospital; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the comm ttee may hol d hearings, take
testinmony, and nmake its investigation at such places as it deens
necessary within this Cormmonwealth. It may issue subpoenas under
t he hand and seal of its chai rnman commandi ng any person to
appear before it and to answer questions touching matters
properly being inquired into by the commttee and to produce
such books, papers, records and docunments as the committee deens
necessary. Such subpoenas may be served upon any person and
shall have the force and effect of subpoenas issued out of the
courts of this Comonweal th. Any person who wilfully neglects or
refuses to testify before the commttee or to produce any books,
papers, records or docunents, shall be subject to the penalties
provi ded by the | aws of the Commobnweal th in such case. Each
menber of the conmmttee shall have power to adm ni ster oaths and
affirmations to witnesses appearing before the conmttee; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That within thirty cal endar days after the
commttee has nade its report, the chairman of the commttee
shall cause a record of all expenses incurred by the commttee,
or the menbers thereof, which are payable at Conmonweal t h
expense, to be filed with the Speaker of the House and the

Speaker shall cause the sanme to be entered in the journal
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t hereof . No expenses incurred by the conmttee or any nenber

t hereof shall be reinbursable by the Chief Cerk unless such
expense shall first have been included as an expense itemin the
record heretofore required; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the commttee report its findings to the
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CGeneral Assenbly as soon as possible.
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