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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 903  *un”

| NTRODUCED BY DACGER, PANCOAST, GALLAGHER, FI SCHER, W SE, BERKES
AND PARKER, MAY 1, 1973

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, MAY 1, 1973
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AN ACT

Relating to certification of teachers and creating a
Pr of essi onal Standards and Practices Conm ssion.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Definitions.--Wen used in this act, the
foll owi ng words and phrases shall have the foll ow ng nmeani ngs:

(1) "Teacher" shall nmean any person who holds a valid
Pennsyl vani a teaching certificate.

(2) "Teach" shall nmean to engage in the practice of teaching
or to provide related educational specialist, adm nistrative or
supervi sory servi ces.

(3) "Approved school"” shall nean all public schools and
nonpubl i ¢ educational institutions of basic education in the
Commonweal th that have been granted a |icense or charter to
operate as a nursery school, elenentary school, high school, or
t heir equival ents.

(4) "Comm ssion" shall mean the Professional Standards and

Practi ces Conm ssi on.



Section 2. Teaching Wthout Certificate Prohibited.--No
person shall teach or offer to teach in any approved school in
t he Commonweal th unl ess he holds a valid Pennsyl vani a teaching
certificate issued by the Secretary of Education and recorded in
the office of the Director of Professional Standards and
Practices in the Departnment of Educati on.

Section 3. Professional Standards and Practices
Commi ssion.--There is hereby created a Professional Standards
and Practices Conm ssion consisting of fifteen nenbers appointed
by the Governor. The termof office of menbers of the comm ssion
shall be three years conmenci ng on January 1 of the year
followi ng their appointnent, except that original appointnments
shall be for staggered terns of one, two and three years in
order that the terns of five nenbers of the conm ssion shal
expire each year thereafter. Vacancies shall be filled for an
unexpired termin the sanme manner as original appointnents. No
person shall serve for nore than two consecutive ternms as a
menber of the comm ssion. The Governor may renove any menber
fromthe comm ssion for m sconduct or malfeasance in office,

i ncapacity, or neglect of duty.

Section 4. Menbership and Qualifications.--(a) The
menber shi p of the Professional Standards and Practices
Conmi ssi on shall consist of:

(1) Eight classroomteachers, including one educational
specialist, broadly representative of the teaching profession
from approved school s.

(2) Three admnistrators from approved school s.

(3) Three faculty nmenbers from approved institutions of
hi gher learning in the Comonweal th offering approved teacher

educati on prograns.
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(4) One nenber fromthe general public who shall be a parent
of a pupil attending an approved school.

(b) Appointnments shall be nmade by the Governor from panels
of nom nees submitted by Statew de professional organizations
which certify that the panels include only representatives of
t he category of professional personnel for which the panel or
panel s of nom nees are submtted.

(c) Al nenbers of the comm ssion except the person
representing the general public shall hold a valid permanent
Pennsyl vani a teaching certificate and shall have been actively
engaged in teaching or providing related educational,
adm ni strative or supervisory services in an approved school or
approved institution of higher education with approved teacher
education prograns for at |least five of the eight years
i mredi ately preceding their appointnment. Al nenbers of the
conmi ssion shall be residents of the Conmmonweal th of
Pennsyl vani a.

Section 5. Power and Duties.--(a) The Professional Standards
and Practices Conm ssion shall have the power and its duty shal
be:

(1) To recomrend to the State Board of Education standards
for certification of teachers to render professional services in
t he approved schools of the Commonwealth and for accreditation
of teacher education prograns and to eval uate teacher education
and certification programservices and activities to determ ne
the effectiveness in ternms of the annual and | ong-range program
pl ans and to recommend changes to the State Board of Educati on
as indicated by such eval uati ons.

(2) To adopt standards and codes of ethics for teachers in

approved school s and establish procedures for receiving and

19730H0903B1065 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

acting upon charges regarding violations thereof.

(3) To investigate conplaints agai nst any teacher in regard
to all eged violation of standards and codes of ethics adopted by
t he comm ssion. Follow ng such investigation, the conm ssion may
(i) dismss the conplaint, (ii) issue a witten warning or
reprimand, or (iii) by a vote of two-thirds of the nenbers,
after hearing, of which reasonable notice in witing was given
to the parties interested, at which the parties interested shal
have the right to be heard in person or by counsel or both, and
from whi ch an appeal nay be taken as now provi ded under the
provi sions of the Admi nistrative Agency Law, direct the
Depart ment of Education to annul the certificate, or endorsenent
of the certificate of another state, as the case nay be, of the
teacher for wilful violation of the standards and codes of
et hi cs adopted by the commi ssion. The hearing herein provided
for shall be open to the public except when a request that the
hearing be private is submtted to the comm ssion by the teacher
agai nst whom the conplaint is brought prior to the time set for
t he hearing.

(4) To issue subpoenas to conpel the attendance of w tnesses
before the comm ssion or any nenbers thereof, in the sanme manner
as any court in this State. \Wenever the testinony of any
Wi tness upon any nmatter pending before it is material, the
chairman shall cause the attendance of the wi tnesses before the
conmmi ssion or any nmenbers of the comm ssion, to testify
concerning the matter, and the conm ssion nmay nmake a reasonabl e
al l omance for this purpose not exceeding the fees of w tnesses
in civil cases.

(5) To adopt rules and regul ations as may be necessary to

carry out the purposes of this act, including an appeal s
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pr ocedur e.

(6) Nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent
organi zati ons of the teaching profession from adopti ng nmeasures
designed to inprove the standards and practices of ethics and
acadenm ¢ freedom anong their nenbers and in their relationships
wi th ot her persons and groups.

(b) Al teachers' certificates in force in this Commonweal t h
at the time this act goes into effect shall continue in ful
force and effect, subject to all the ternms and conditions under
whi ch they were issued, until they expire by virtue of their own
[imtations, unless they are sooner annulled for the reasons and
in the manner provided by |aw.

Section 6. Organization and Meetings of the Conm ssion.--The
comm ssion shall annually select a chairman and vi ce-chai rman by
ball ot. Meetings shall be held at |east four tines per year at
the call of the chairman or upon request in witing of a
majority of the conm ssion. A majority shall constitute a quorum
and a majority of such quorum shall have authority to act upon
any matter properly before the commi ssion. The first neeting of
t he conm ssion shall be held within six nonths of the effective
date of this act.

Section 7. Expenses.--Mnbers of the conm ssion shal
recei ve no conpensation for their services, but shall be
rei nbursed for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in
t he performance of official conm ssion business. A nenber of the
commi ssion who is an enpl oye of an agency of the Commonweal t h,
or any of its political subdivisions including school districts,
shall be permtted to attend conmmi ssion neetings and perform
ot her comm ssion duties wi thout |oss of income or other

benefits. A nmenber of the comm ssion who is enployed by a
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private institution shall be reinbursed for any inconme |ost as a
result of attendance at conmm ssion neetings or perfornmance of

ot her official comm ssion duties. An agency of the Commonweal t h,
or any of its political subdivisions, including school

districts, which enploys a nenber of the comm ssion and enpl oys
a person to replace such nenber during his perfornmance of

conmmi ssion duties, or incurs other additional expenses as a
result of such performance, shall be reinbursed for the actua
anount of any costs so incurred.

Section 8. Director of Professional Standards and
Practices.--There shall be a Director of Professional Standards
and Practices who shall serve as the executive officer and
secretary of the conmm ssion. The director shall be appointed by
t he Governor. The Departnment of Education shall provide adequate
space, equi pnent, staff, secretarial and adm nistrative
assistance to facilitate the activities of the comm ssion.

The comm ssion shall keep mnutes of its neetings and report
annually to the Governor, the CGeneral Assenbly, the teaching
prof essi on and the public.

Section 9. Appropriation.--The sumof fifty thousand doll ars
($50, 000), or as much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby
specifically appropriated to the Professional Standards and
Practi ces Conm ssi on.

Section 10. Effective Date.--This act shall take effect

i mredi ately.
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