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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 931  *un”

| NTRODUCED BY ECKENSBERCER, ZORD, ZELLER, BURNS, FRANKENBURG
PITTS, RITTER, LINCOLN, M E. MLLER JR, MJRTHA, G LLETTE
FRYER, MALONEY, SHANE, CGEKAS, LEHR, W LSON, DOYLE, W SE
RUGE ERO, KOWALYSHYN, SHELHAMER, RENW CK, EARLY AND ROVE,
FEBRUARY 27, 1973

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMVENT, FEBRUARY 27, 1973
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AN ACT
Creating the Municipal Police Oficers' Education and Training
Commi ssion; providing for the conm ssion's nenbership,
sel ection, conpensation, and renoval; providing for the
powers and duties of the comm ssion; providing for the
appoi ntment and duties of the chairman; providing for the
act's applicability to the Cvil Service Laws; requiring
training by all political subdivisions, police departnents
and providing penalties for violation thereof.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Minicipal Police Oficers' Education and Training
Program - - The comm ssion shall establish a Minicipal Police
O ficers' Education and Training Programin accordance with the
provi sions of this act. The adm nistration of this program shal
be the responsibility of the Pennsylvania State Poli ce.
Section 2. Definitions.--As used in this act:
(1) "Comm ssion"” neans the Minicipal Police Oficers'
Educati on and Trai ni ng Comn ssi on.

(2) "School" neans a training school or academny which



1 provides a basic police training course within the functional
2 organization of a police departnent or departnments or any

3 educational facility within the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a.
4 (3) "Police officer"” neans any full-time or part-tine

5 enploye, of a city, borough, town, township or county police

6 departnment assigned to crimnal and/or traffic |aw enforcenent
7 duties, but shall exclude persons enployed to check parKking

8 neters and/or to performonly adm nistrative duties, auxiliary
9 and fire police.

10 (4) "Police departnment” neans any public agency of a

11 political subdivision having general police powers and charged
12 with making arrests in connection with the enforcenent of the
13 crimnal and/or traffic | aws.

14 (5) "Comm ssioner” neans the Comm ssioner of the

15 Pennsylvania State Poli ce.

16 Section 3. The Municipal Police Oficers' Education and

17 Training Conm ssion; Creation.--There is hereby created a

18 Municipal Police Oficers' Education and Traini ng Conm ssi on.
19 Section 4. Conm ssion Menbers; Sel ection, Conpensation and
20 Renoval .--(a) The commi ssion shall be conposed of seventeen
21 nenbers as foll ows:
22 (1) The Secretary of the Departnment of Conmunity Affairs.
23 (2) The Attorney General of the Commonweal t h.
24 (3) The Conm ssioner of the Pennsylvania State Police, who
25 shall serve as chairman of the conmm ssion
26 (4) A nenber of the Senate of Pennsylvania, to be appointed
27 by the President Pro Tenpore of the Senate.
28 (5) A nenber of the Pennsyl vani a House of Representatives,
29 to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
30 (6) Three elected officials of the various political
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subdi vi si ons of the Comonweal th, to be appointed by the
Governor; one to be a borough official, one a township official,
and one a city official.

(7) Four incunbent chiefs of police fromthe various
political subdivisions of the Cormbnwealth, to be appointed by
the Governor; at |east one to be a chief of a borough police
departnment, at |least one to be a chief of a township police
departnment, at least one to be a chief of a city police
depart nment.

(8) One Federal Bureau of Investigation special agent-in-
charge to be appointed by the Governor.

(9) One educator qualified in the field of |aw enforcenent,
to be appointed by the Governor.

(10) One nenber representing the public at large, to be
appoi nted by the Governor.

(11) Two noncomm ssioned police officers to be appointed by
t he CGovernor

(b) Al nenbers of the comm ssion appointed by the Governor
shall serve for a period of three years except that upon the
effective date of this act, the Governor shall appoint two
police chiefs for a period of three years, one police chief for
a period of two years, and one police chief for a period of one
year. Any nenber of the comm ssion shall, imrediately upon
term nation of his holding of the position by virtue of which he
was eligible for nenbership or appointed as a nenber of the
conmi ssi on, cease to be a nenber of said conm ssion.

(c) A nenber appointed to fill a vacancy created by other
than expiration of a termshall be appointed for the unexpired
termof the menber whomhe is to succeed in the same manner as

t he origi nal appoi nt nment.
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(d) The nenbers of the comm ssion shall serve w thout
conpensati on but shall be reinbursed the necessary and act ual
expenses incurred in attending the neetings of the comm ssion
and in the performance of their duties under this act.

(e) Menbers of the conm ssion nay be renoved by the Governor
for cause after witten notice fromthe CGovernor

Section 5. Powers and Duties of the Comm ssion.--The powers
and duties of the conm ssion shall be as foll ows:

(1) To establish the m nimum courses of study and training
for municipal police officers.

(2) To establish courses of study and in-service training
for municipal police officers appointed prior to the effective
date of this act.

(3) To approve or revoke the approval of any school which
may be utilized to conply with the educational and training
requi renents as established by the comm ssion.

(4) To establish the m nimum qualifications for instructors.

(5) To pronote the nost efficient and econom cal program for
police training by utilizing existing facilities, prograns and
qualified State, |ocal and Federal police personnel.

(6) To make an annual report to the Governor and to the
CGeneral Assenbly concerning (i) the admi nistration of the
Muni ci pal Police Oficers' Education and Training Program and
(ii) the activities of the conm ssion, together with
recommendati ons for executive or |egislative action necessary
for the inprovenent of |aw enforcenent and the adm nistration of
justi ce.

Section 6. Powers and Duties of the Conm ssioner.--The
duties of the conm ssioner shall be as foll ows:

(1) To inplement and adm ni ster the mninmum courses of study
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and training for rmunicipal police officers as set by the
commi ssi on.

(2) To issue certificates of approval to schools approved by
the comm ssion and to withdraw certificates of approval from
t hose school s di sapproved by the comm ssion.

(3) To certify instructors pursuant to the m ni mum
qgual i fications established by the conm ssion.

(4) To inplement and adm ni ster courses of study and in-
service training for nunicipal police officers appointed prior
to the effective date of this act as established by the
commi ssi on.

(5) To consult, and cooperate with, universities, colleges,
community coll eges and institutes for the devel opnent of
speci al i zed courses for nmunicipal police officers.

(6) To consult and cooperate with, departnents and agencies
of this Commonweal th and other states and the Federal Governnent
concerned with police training.

(7) To certify police officers who have satisfactorily
conpl eted basi c educational and training requirenents as
establ i shed by the comm ssion and to i ssue appropriate
certificates to such police officers.

(8) To visit and inspect approved schools at |east once a
year.

(9) To make such rules and regulations and to perform such
ot her duties as nay be reasonably necessary or appropriate to
i npl enent the education and training programfor police
of ficers.

Section 7. Meetings; Quorum--The chairman shall sumon the
menbers of the comm ssion to the first nmeeting within one

hundred twenty days of enactnent. The conm ssion shall neet at
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| east four times each year. Special neetings may be called by

t he chairman of the commi ssion, or upon witten request of five
menbers. A quorum shall consist of nine nenbers of the
commi ssi on.

Section 8. Applicability to the Cvil Service Laws.--Nothing
in this act shall be construed to exenpt any police officer or
ot her officer or enploye fromthe provisions of the existing
Cvil Service Laws or the Tenure Act.

Section 9. Police Training Mandatory; Penalties.--All
political subdivisions of the Commonweal th or groups of
political subdivisions acting in concert shall be required to
train all nenbers of their police departnments hired by them
after the effective date of this act, pursuant to the provisions
of this act.

Any person hired as a nunicipal police officer by any
political subdivision or group thereof acting in concert after
the effective date of this act shall be at the end of one year
fromthe date of his enploynent ineligible to receive any
sal ary, conpensation or other consideration or thing of value
for the performance of his duties as a police officer unless he
has nmet all of the requirenments as established by the Mini ci pal
Police Oficers' Education and Trai ning Conmm ssion and has been
duly certified as having net those requirenments by the
conmmi ssioner, unless the police officer is granted additi onal
time to conplete his training by the comm ssioner. However, such
persons hired as a mnunicipal police officer will be given a
grace period of two years fromthe effective date of this act
bef ore he becones ineligible to receive salary, conpensation or
ot her consideration of thing of val ue.

Any official of any political subdivision who orders,
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authorizes or pays as salary to a person in violation of the
provi sions of this act shall on sumrmary conviction thereof be
sentenced to pay a fine of one hundred dollars ($100) or be
i mprisoned for a termnot to exceed a period of thirty days.

Section 10. Reinbursenment of Expenses.--(a) The conm ssion,
t hrough the conmm ssioner, shall provide for reinbursenent to
each political subdivision of one hundred per cent of the
al l owabl e tuition and the ordinary and necessary living and
travel expenses incurred by their officers while attending
certified nmunicipal police basic training schools, providing
said political subdivision adheres to the training standards
establ i shed by the comm ssion. The regular salary of police
of ficers while attendi ng approved schools, within the neaning of
this act, shall be paid by the enploying political subdivision.
Fifty per cent of the regular salaries of police officers while
attendi ng approved schools within the neaning of the act shal
be rei mbursed by the comm ssion to the enploying political
subdi vi sion. This act shall not be construed to preclude the
enpl oying political subdivision fromapplying for grants from
t he Governor's Justice Conmm ssion under the Omibus Crine
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 for the paynent of salary
to a substitute police officer while the permanent officer is
attendi ng such school .

(b) The conm ssion, through the conm ssioner, shall provide
grants as a reinbursenent for actual expenses incurred by
political subdivisions of the Commonweal th for the provisions of
training prograns to policenmen fromother jurisdictions within
t he Commonweal th, in accordance with this act.

(c) Al political subdivisions of the Comobnweal th or groups

of political subdivisions acting in concert may make application
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to the commi ssioner for funding pursuant to the provisions of
this act. The application shall be acconpanied by a certified
copy of a resolution or resolutions adopted by its governing
body or bodies providing that, while receiving any State funds
pursuant to this act, the political subdivision of the
Commonweal th or group of political subdivisions acting in
concert will adhere to the standards for training established by
t he comm ssion. The application shall contain such infornmation
as the comm ssioner may request.

Section 11. Repeals.--All acts or parts of acts inconsistent
with the provisions of this act are repealed to the extent of
such i nconsi stency.

Section 12. Funding.--Funds for the inplenmentation of this
act shall be made to the conm ssion through a separate line item
in the budget of the State Police.

Section 13. Effective Date.--This act shall take effect

i mredi ately.
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