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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 197  *5n
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AN ACT

Aut hori zi ng the establishment of conservation conm ssions by
certain political subdivisions.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The governing body of any city, borough,
townshi p, or incorporated town, or group of two or nore such
political subdivisions, may by ordi nance establish a
conservation comm ssion for the pronotion, conservation,
protection and devel opnent of natural resources, including
wat er shed resources, located within its or their territorial
limts. The county conservation districts shall coordinate the
activities of the conservation comm ssion in matters of county

concern.

Section 2. A conservation conm ssion shall be conposed of no

| ess than three nor nore than seven residents of the political
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subdi vi si on establishing the comm ssion, who shall be appointed
and all vacancies filled by the governing body of the political
subdi vi sion. Where two or nore political subdivisions jointly
establish a conservation conm ssion the nmenbers shall be
appointed in the sane manner, by each of the respective
political subdivisions establishing the conm ssion, each
constituent political subdivision to have equal nenbership on
the joint conm ssion. Duly appointed comm ssion nenbers shal
serve for a termof three years except that initial appointnents
shall be so staggered that the terns of approximately one-third
of the menbership will expire each year, the terns of their
successors to be of three years each. Menbers shall receive no
conpensation for their services, but shall be reinbursed for the
expenses actually and necessarily incurred by themin the
performance of their duties. The appointing authority shal
designate the chairman of the comm ssion except that in joint
commi ssions the chairman will be elected by the duly sel ected
menbers. Whenever possible, one nenber shall al so be a nmenber of
t he muni ci pal pl anni ng board.

Section 3. A conservation conm ssion organi zed under this
act shall have power to devel op plans and progranms for the
pronoti on and conservation of the natural resources and for the
protection and i nprovenent of the quality of the environnment
withinits territorial limts; to conduct research into the use
and possi ble use of the open | and areas of the political
subdi vi sion or political subdivisions withinits territorial
l[imts; to coordinate the activities of unofficial bodies
organi zed for simlar purposes; to advertise, prepare, print and
di stri bute books, maps, charts, plans and panphl ets as necessary

for its purposes; to keep an index of all open areas, publicly

19730H0197B0221 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

or privately owned, including open marshlands, swanps and ot her
wet | ands and waters for the purpose of obtaining information on
t he proper use of such areas; and to recommend fromtine to tine
to the planning comm ssion or, if none, to the chief executive
officer or officers, or to the governing body or bodies plans
and prograns for the inplenmentation of such purposes.

Subj ect to the approval of the governing body or bodies
withinits territorial limts, a conservation conm ssion nmay
acquire property, both real and personal, in the name of the
political subdivision or political subdivisions, by gift,
pur chase, grant, bequest, easenent devise or |ease for any of
its purposes and shall adm nister the sane for such purposes
subject to the terns of the conveyance, gift or |ease.

Section 4. A conservation conm ssion shall keep records of
its meetings and activities and shall nake an annual report
whi ch shall be printed in the annual nunicipal report or, if
none, otherw se made known and avail abl e.

Section 5. The governing body of any political subdivision
establishing a conservation comm ssion rmay appropriate funds for
t he expenses incurred by the conservati on comn ssion.
Appropriations nmay be expended for such adm nistrative, clerical
and |l egal services as may fromtinme to tine be required and as
shall be within the limt of funds appropriated to the
conservation comm ssion. The whol e or any part of any funds so
appropriated in any year nay be placed in a conservation fund,
all owed to accunul ate fromyear to year, or be expended in any
year.

Section 6. Nothing in this act shall be construed to require
a political subdivision which has heretofore constituted a shade

tree comm ssion or its counterpart to abolish such comm ssion,
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and any such comm ssion heretofore established nay continue to
operate as originally established.

Section 7. The Secretary of the Departnment of Environnental
Resources, in cooperation with the Secretary of the Departnent
of Conmunity Affairs, shall establish a program of assistance to
conservation comm ssions with and through county conservation
districts in acquiring land and in planning for its protection,

managenent use and devel opnment. Such a program shall include,

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

but shall not be limted to educational services, exchange of
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i nformati on, assignnment of technical personnel for natural
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resource planning assistance, and the coordination of State and
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| ocal conservation activities.
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Section 8. This act shall take effect imediately.
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