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AN ACT

Rel ating to optional plans of government for Pennsyl vania
muni ci palities.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
ARTI CLE |
Short Title; Definitions; Application

Section 101. Short Title.--This act shall be known and may
be cited as the "Optional Plans for Local Governnment Act."

Section 102. Definitions.--As used in this act:

(1) "Optional plans" neans optional forns of government for
counties and mnunicipalities as adopted by | ocal action.

(2) "County optional |aw' neans all classes of counties in
t he Commonweal t h.

(3) "Minicipality" neans a county, city, borough, town or
t ownshi p.

(4) "CGoverning body" neans boards of county comr ssioners,
city councils and mayors, borough or town councils and mayors,

commi ssioners of townships of the first class, and supervisors



1 of townships of the second cl ass.

2 (5) "Electors" neans the registered voters of any

3 nunicipality involved in proceedings relating to the adoption

4 and repeal of optional forms of governnent.

5 (6) "Election officials" means the county boards of

6 election, except in Philadel phia where "election officials”

7 neans the city board of elections.

8 Section 103. Application.--(a) This act establishes the

9 procedure for the adoption or repeal of optional plans of

10 governnment for municipalities.

11 (b) Except as herein provided, all proceedings relating to
12 elections shall be governed by the act of June 3, 1937

13 (P.L.1333), known as the "Pennsylvani a El ecti on Code."

14 ARTI CLE ||

15 Exi sting Fornms of Governnent

16 Section 201. Retention of Existing Form of Governnent.--Each
17 nmunicipality which does not adopt an optional plan of governnent
18 wunder the provisions of this act, shall retain its existing form
19 of governnent as provided in the code under which it operates or
20 under the Optional Third Class Cty Charter Law, or under
21 general |law, or under the Constitution of Pennsylvani a.
22 Section 202. Form of Governnment on Rejection of Proposed
23 Change.--1n case the electors of any nunicipality di sapprove a
24 proposal to adopt an optional form of government the
25 municipality shall retain its existing formof governnent.
26 Section 203. Repeal of Optional Forns.--The procedure for a
27 referendumon the question of repealing an optional form of
28 governnent shall be the sane as required for the adoption of an
29 optional form of governnment under the provisions of this act.
30 ARTI CLE 111
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Procedure for Adoption of Optional Plans
St udy Commi ssi on
Section 301. Referendum--(a) Wenever authorized by
ordi nance of the governing body, or upon petition of the
el ectors required under Article IV of this act, an el ection
shall be held in the nunicipality upon the question: "Shall a

study conm ssion of (five to nine) menbers be

el ected to study the optional plan form of governnent of the
muni ci pality and to consider a new optional plan and to make
recommendati ons thereon?”

(b) Wthin five days after the final enactnment of an
ordi nance aut hori zing such el ection, the governing body shal
file a certified copy of the ordinance with the county board of
el ections, together with a copy of the question to be submtted
to the electors. At the next primary or general election
occurring not |ess than ninety days after the filing of the
ordi nance or the petition with the county board of elections, it
shal|l cause the question above stated to be subnmtted to the
el ectors of the nunicipality as other questions are submtted
under the provisions of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333),
known as the "Pennsyl vania El ecti on Code."

(c) A petition under this section shall be filed at | east
ninety days prior to the primary or general election, and the
petition and the proceedings therein shall be in the manner and
subject to the provisions of the election |laws which relate to
the signing, filing and adjudi cation of nom nation petitions in
so far as such provisions are applicable, except that no
petition shall be signed or circulated prior to thirty days
before the | ast day on which such petition may be fil ed.

Section 302. Election of Study Conm ssion.--A study
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commi ssion of five to nine nenbers shall be el ected by the
qualified voters at the sanme election the question is submtted
to the electors. Candidates for the office of study conm ssioner
shall be nom nated and pl aced upon the ball ot containing the
guestion in the manner provided by and subject to the provisions
of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333), known as the
"Pennsyl vani a El ecti on Code" which relate to the nom nation of
candi dat es nom nated by nom nation papers filed by political
bodi es for other officers elective by the voters of the
muni ci pality, except that they shall be nom nated and |i sted
wi t hout any political designation or slogan, and no nom nation
paper shall be signed or circulated prior to thirty days before
the | ast day on which papers may be filed. Each voter shall be
instructed to vote on the question and, regardl ess of the manner
of his vote on the question, to vote for the designated nunber
of menbers of a study commi ssion who shall serve if the question
is determned in the affirmative.

Section 303. Candidates for Study Commi ssion.--(a)
Candi dates for the study conm ssion shall be registered voters
of the municipality. They may be nom nated by nom nation papers
signed by a nunber of qualified electors of the nmunicipality
equal at least to two per cent of the |argest entire vote cast
for any nunicipal officer elected at the |ast preceding
muni ci pal election in the municipality and filed with the county
board of elections not less than forty-four days prior to the
date of the election.

(b) Each nom nating paper shall set forth the nanes, places
of residence, and post-office addresses of the candi date or
candi dat es thereby nom nated, that the nom nation is for the

of fice of study conm ssioner, and that the signers are legally
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qualified to vote for such candi date or candi dates. Every voter
signing a nom nating paper shall add to his signature his place
of residence, post-office address and street nunber, if any. No
voter shall sign a nom nation paper or papers for nore than the
desi gnat ed nunber of candi dates.

(c) Each nom nating paper shall, before it nay be filed with
the county board of elections, contain an acceptance of such
nom nation in witing, signed by the candi date or candi dates
t herei n nom nat ed, upon or annexed to such paper, or if the sane
person or persons be nanmed in nore than one paper, upon or
annexed to one of such papers. Such acceptance shall certify
that each candidate is a registered voter of the municipality,

t hat the nom nee consents to stand as a candi date at the
el ection, and that if elected he agrees to take office and
serve.

(d) Each nom nating paper shall be verified by an oath or
affirmation of one or nore of the signers thereof, taken and
subscri bed before a person qualified under the | aws of
Pennsyl vania to adm nister an oath, to the effect that the paper
was signed by each of the signers thereof in his proper
handwiting, that the signers are, to the best know edge and
belief of the affiant, registered voters of the municipality,
and that the nom nation paper is prepared and filed in good
faith for the sole purpose of endorsing the person or persons
named therein for election as stated in the paper.

Section 304. Results of Election.--The result of the votes
cast for and against the question as to the election of a study
commi ssion shall be returned by the election officers, and a
canvass of such election had, as is provided by law in the case

of other public questions put to the voters of a single
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muni ci pality. The votes cast for nenbers of the study comm ssion
shall be counted, and the result thereof returned by the

el ection officers, and a canvass of such election had, as is
provided by law in the case of election of nmenbers of the
governi ng body. The desi gnated nunber of candi dates receiving

t he greatest nunber of votes shall be el ected and shal
constitute the study commssion. If a nmgjority of those voting
on said question shall vote against the election of a study
conmi ssi on, none of the candidates shall be elected. If tw or
nore candi dates shall be equal and greatest in nunber of votes,
they shall draw lots to determ ne which one shall be el ected.

Section 305. Oganization of Study Conm ssion.--As soon as
possi ble and in any event no later than fifteen days after
certification of election of a mpgjority of its nenbers, the
study conm ssion shall organize and hold its first nmeeting and
el ect one of its nmenbers as chairman, fix its hours and pl ace of
nmeeti ng, and adopt such rules for the conduct of its business as
it may deem necessary and advisable. A mgjority of the nenbers
of said conmm ssion shall constitute a quorumfor the transaction
of business, but no recommendation of said comm ssion shall have
any |legal effect unless adopted by a majority of the whole
nunber of the nenbers of the comm ssion.

Section 306. Vacancies.--l1n case of any vacancy in the study
commi ssion, the remai ni ng menbers of such commi ssion shall fill
it by appointing thereto sone other properly qualified elector.

Section 307. Duties of Study Conmm ssion.--It shall be the
function and duty of the study comm ssion to study the form of
government of the municipality to conpare it with other
avai |l abl e forns under the laws of this State, to determ ne

whet her or not in its judgnent the governnent of the
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muni ci pal ity coul d be strengthened, nade nore clearly responsive
or accountable to the people or whether its operation could
beconme nore econom cal or efficient under a changed form of
gover nnent .

Section 308. Conpensation; Expenses.--Mnbers of the study
conmmi ssion shall serve w thout conpensation, but shall be
rei nbursed by the nunicipality for their necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties. The governing body
shal | appropriate noneys necessary for such purpose.

Wthin the limts of such appropriations and privately
contributed funds and services as shall be made available to it,
t he study conm ssion nay appoint one or nore consultants and
clerical and other assistants to serve at the pleasure of the
commi ssion and may fix a reasonabl e conpensation to be paid such
consultants and clerical and other assistants.

Section 309. Hearings.--The study comm ssion shall hold
public hearings, may hold private hearings and sponsor public
forums, and generally shall provide for the w dest possible
public information and di scussion respecting the purposes and
progress of its work.

Section 310. Reports.--The study conm ssion shall report its
findings and recomendations to the citizens of the nunicipality
wi thin nine calendar nonths fromthe date of its election. It
shal |l publish or cause to be published sufficient copies of its
final report for public study and information, and shall deliver
to the governing body sufficient copies of the report to supply
it to any interested citizen upon request. If the study
commi ssion shall recomrend the adoption of any of the optional
pl ans of government as authorized in this act, the report shall

contain the conplete plans as reconmended.
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Section 311. Discharge of Study Comm ssion.--(a) The study
conmmi ssion shall be discharged upon the filing of its report
with the governing body. If the comm ssion's recomendati ons
required further procedure on the part of the governing body or
the citizens of the nmunicipality, the comm ssion shall not be
di scharged until a copy of the report has been certified to the
county board of elections. Any time before such procedure has
been finally concluded but not |ater than one year fromthe date
of the publication of its final report, the comm ssion may
nodi fy or change any recomrendation set forth in said fina
report by publishing an anmended report.

(b) Whenever a study conmm ssion issues an anended report
pursuant to subsection (a) above, such anended report shal
supersede the final report and such final report shall cease to
have any | egal effect under this act.

(c) The procedure to be taken under the anended report shal
be governed by all provisions of Article Ill of this act
applicable to the final report of a study conmm ssion.

Section 312. Recommendations in CGeneral.--The study
conmi ssion may report and recomrend:

(1) That a referendum shall be held to submt to the
qualified voters of the nmunicipality the question of adopting
one of the optional forns of government authorized by this act
to be specified by the comm ssion; or

(2) That the formof government of the nunicipality shal
remai n unchanged; or

(3) Such other action as it nmay deem advi sabl e consi stent
with its functions as set forth in this article.

Section 313. Recommendation for Referendum on Adopting

Optional Forns.--1f the study conmm ssion shall recomend that
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t he question of adopting one of the optional fornms of governnment
authorized by this act shall be submtted to the voters of the
muni cipality, it shall be the duty of the governing body, wthin
five days thereafter, to certify a copy of the comm ssion's
report to the county board of elections, which shall cause the
guestion of adoption or rejection to be placed upon the ball ot
at such tine as the comm ssion shall in its report specify. The
conmmi ssion may cause the question to be submtted to the

el ectorate at the next primary or general election, occurring
not | ess than ninety days following the filing of a copy of the
comm ssion's report with the county board of elections, or at a
special election occurring not |less than sixty days or nore than
one hundred twenty days after the filing of the report, at such
time as the comm ssion's report shall direct. At such election,

t he question of adopting that form of governnment recommended by
t he study conm ssion shall be submtted to the voters of the
muni ci pality by the county board of elections in the sanme manner
as other questions are submtted to the voters of a nmunicipality
under the provisions of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333),

known as the "Pennsyl vania El ection Code." The study conm ssion
shall frame the question to be placed upon the ballot as herein
provided, and if it deens appropriate an interpretative
statenment to acconpany such question.

Section 314. Action During Proceedings.--(a) No ordinance
may be passed and no petition may be filed for the election of a
study conm ssion pursuant to section 301 of this act while
proceedi ngs are pendi ng under any other petition or ordinance
filed or passed under the authority of section 301, nor within

five years after an election shall have been held pursuant to

any such ordi nance or petition passed or filed under section 301
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her eof .

(b) For the purpose of this section, proceedings shall be
consi dered as having started (i) in the case of any ordi nance
upon the final vote of the governing body in favor of the
ordi nance, notw thstanding the fact that the ordi nance cannot
take effect until a certain nunber of days thereafter; or (ii)
in the case of a petition, as soon as it is properly signed by
five per cent of the nunber of registered voters required for
such petition and witten notice thereof filed in the office of
the county board of elections and in the office of the governing
body, who shall cause the sanme to be immedi ately posted in a
conspi cuous place in said office, open to public inspection.

Section 315. Tine Optional Form Takes Effect.--Wenever the
legally qualified voters of any municipality by a majority of
t hose voting on the question vote in favor of adopting a change
in their formof governnent pursuant to this act, the proposed
option shall take effect according to its terns and the
provi sions of this act.

Section 316. Resubni ssion of Question to El ectorate.--The
voters of any municipality which has adopted an optional plan of
government pursuant to this act may not vote on the question of
adopti ng anot her form of government until five years after the
optional plan becane effective.

ARTI CLE 1V
Initiative

Section 401. Proposal by Electors.--A referendumon the
guestion of election of a study conm ssion as provided under
Article I'l'l of this act or on the question of adoption of an
optional form of governnent may be initiated by electors of the

muni ci pality.
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Section 402. Initiative Petition; Filing.--A petition
containing a proposal for a referendumon the question of
el ection of a study comm ssion as provided under Article Il of
this act or a proposal for referendumon the question of
adopting an optional form of government signed by electors
conprising five per cent of the nunber of electors voting for
the office of Governor in the | ast gubernatorial genera
el ection may be filed with the election officials at |east
ninety days prior to the next primary or general election.

The petition shall designate the nunber of nenbers, not |ess
than five or nore than nine, to be elected on the study
commi ssion. The nanme and address of the person filing the
petition shall be clearly stated on the petition.

Section 403. Review of Initiative Petition.--The el ection
officials shall reviewthe initiative petition as to the nunber
and qualification of signers. If the petition appears to be
defective, the election officials shall imrediately notify the
person filing the petition of the defect.

Section 404. Distribution of Petition.--Wen the election
officials find that the petition as submtted is in proper
order, they shall send copies of the initiative petition wthout
the signatures thereon to the governing body of the nunicipality
and to the Secretary of Comunity Affairs.

Section 405. Petition as Public Record.--The initiative
petition as submitted to the election officials along with the
list of signatories shall be open to public inspection in the
office of the election officials.

ARTI CLE V
Ref er endum

Section 501. Referendum Procedure.--(a) A referendumon the

19710S0751B1548 - 11 -
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guestion of election of a study conm ssion as provided under
Article Ill of this act or on the question of the adoption or
repeal of an optional form of governnent shall be held when

aut hori zed by ordi nance of the governing body of a municipality
or when initiated by electors of the nmunicipality.

(b) The procedure for the referendum shall be governed by
the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333), known as the "Pennsyl vani a
El ecti on Code.™

Section 502. Placing Question on Ballot.--Wen the el ection
officials find that the ordi nance authorized by the governing
body of the municipality, or the initiative petition as
submtted by the electors neets the requirenents of this act,
they shall place the proposal or proposals on the ballot in a
manner fairly representing the content of the ordinance or of
the initiative petition for decision by referendum at the proper
el ecti on.

Section 503. Date of Election.--The election officials shal
set the date for the referendum and shall so notify the
governing body of the municipality at least thirty days prior to
such date.

Section 504. Public Notice of Referendum--At |least thirty
days' notice of the referendum shall be given by proclamati on of
the mayor of the city, borough, or town, or of the chairman of
the board of county comm ssioners, the president of the board of
townshi p comm ssioners, or of the chairman of the board of
townshi p supervisors, as the case nay be. A copy of such
procl amati on shall be posted at each polling place of the
muni ci pality on the day of the election, and shall be published
once in at | east one newspaper of general circulation in the

muni ci pality during the thirty-day period i mediately prior to
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t he el ection.

Section 505. Limts of Referendum--(a) A referendumon the
guestion of adoption or repeal of an optional form of governnent
shall not be submtted to the electors nore often than once in
five years.

(b) No option shall be approved except by a majority vote of
t hose voting on the question or questions pertaining to an
optional form of governnent. In the event nore than one question
pertaining to an optional form of governnent appears on the
ballot, an elector shall not vote for nore than one option.

(c) Wen an initiative petition or referendum ordi nance is
filed, the election officials shall ascertain that the question
has not been submtted to the electors within a period of five
years before the date of filing of the initiative petition or
ordi nance under consideration. If it is found that such an
initiative petition or ordi nance was so submtted, they shal
notify the person who filed the petition or the governing body,
and refuse to place the question on the ballot.

Section 506. Results of Election.--The election officials
shall certify the result of the referendumto the governing
body.

Section 507. Inplenentation of Election.--(a) The el ective
officials of the nmunicipality required by the adoption or repeal
of an optional formof government shall be elected on the first
muni ci pal election held at |east ninety days after the
ref erendum on the adoption or repeal of an optional form of
gover nnent .

(b) \Whenever the electors of any nmunicipality, by a ngjority
vote of those voting on the question, vote in favor of adoption

or repeal of an optional form of government, such nmunicipality
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shall be governed under the provisions applicable to the form of
government selected fromthe first Monday of January foll ow ng

t he nmuni ci pal election at which the elective official shall have
been el ect ed.

(c) On the effective date of an optional plan adopted
pursuant to this act, all elected and appointed officials then
existing in such municipality shall be abolished and the terns
of all elected and appointed officials shall imediately cease
and determne. Nothing in this section shall be construed to
abolish the office or terminate the termof office of any
justice or of any official or enploye now protected by any
tenure of office or civil service law, or of any policeman or
fireman, whether or not protected by a tenure of office | aw

ARTI CLE VI
G ants of Power

Section 601. Gants of Power.--All grants of rmunicipal power
to municipalities governed under an optional plan as provided
for in this act, whether in the formof specific enuneration or
general ternms, shall be liberally construed in favor of the
muni ci pality.

ARTI CLE VI |
Optional County Plan #1
A.  Form of Gover nment

Section 701. County Oficers.--(a) The county officers are:

(1) County Comm ssioners

(2) Controller or Auditors

(3) District Attorneys

(4) Public Defenders

(5) Treasurers

(6) Sheriffs

19710S0751B1548 - 14 -
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(7) Registers of WIls

(8) Recorders of Deeds

(9) Prothonotaries

(10) derks of the Courts.

(b) County officers, except for public defenders who shal
be appoi nted as provided by |law, shall be elected at the
muni ci pal el ections and shall hold their offices for the term of
four years, beginning on the first Mnday of January next after
their election, and until their successors shall be duly
qualified; all vacancies shall be filled in such nmanner as may
be provided by | aw.

(c) County officers shall be paid only by salary as provided
by |l aw for services performed for the county or any ot her
governmental unit. Fees incidental to the conduct of any county
of fice shall be payable directly to the county or the
Commonweal th, or as otherw se provided by | aw.

(d) Three county conmi ssioners shall be elected in each
county. In the election of these officers each qualified el ector
shall vote for not nore than two persons, and the three persons
recei ving the highest nunber of votes shall be el ected.

(e) The coroner shall be a statutory office for the term of
four years beginning on the first Monday of January next after
el ection, and until his successor shall be duly qualified. He
shall be paid only by salary as provided by law. All vacancies
shall be filled in such manner as nay be provided by |aw.

(f) Jury comm ssioners shall be statutory officers and shal
be el ected at the nunicipal election and shall hold their office
for the termof four years beginning on the first Mnday of
January next after election and until their successors shall be

duly qualified; the salary board shall fix their salary;
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vacanci es shall be filled by the president judge of the court of
common pl eas.

Section 702. Powers of Al Oficers.--Al county officers
may exercise those powers granted by general |law to county
of fices of the class of county to which it bel ongs.

ARTI CLE VI ||
Optional County Plan #2
The County Executive Pl an
A.  Form of Gover nment

Section 801. County Executive Plan.--The form of governnent
provided in this section shall be known as the "County Executive
Pl an" which may be adopted by the electors of a county.

Section 802. County Oficers.--(a) Each county adopting the
County Executive Plan shall have the followi ng elected officers:

(1) Counci

(2) County Executive

(3) Controller or Auditors

(4) District Attorney

(5) Sheriff.

(b) The council may appoint other officers and enpl oyes as
may be designated by ordi nance.

Section 803. Vacancies.--Vacancies in the offices of
counci | men, county executive, controller or auditors, district
attorney and sheriff shall be filled by the county council for
the unexpired termof the office if it is for less than one year
fromthe date the vacancy occurred. If the unexpired termis for
nore than one year fromthe date the vacancy occurred, a
majority of the councilnmen in office may appoint a successor to
serve only until a special election to be held on the date of

t he next ensuing primary, nmunicipal or general election not |ess
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than sixty days fromthe date of the vacancy. At the specia
election the electorate shall elect a successor to fill the
vacancy who shall serve for the bal ance of the unexpired term

Section 804. Terms of Ofice.--The county executi ve,
controller or auditors, district attorney and sheriff shall be
el ected at |large by the electors of the county for ternms of four
years. Their election shall be in the manner provi ded by and
subject to the provisions of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333),
known as the "Pennsyl vania El ecti on Code."

B. The County Counci

Section 815. County Council.--The county council shall be
conposed of three, five, seven or nine nenbers as determ ned by
the study conmi ssion or in the initiative petition calling for
t he adoption of an optional plan of governnent.

Section 816. Election of Council; Districts.--The counci
shall be elected at large or fromsingle nenber districts, which
shall be conposed of conpact and contiguous territory as nearly
equal in population as practicable, or by a conbination of these
nmet hods at the regular municipal elections. The districts shal
be established by the court of conmon pleas in the county within
ninety days fromthe date of the adoption of the optional plan
of governnment.

The majority of the nmenbers to be elected of the first
council receiving the highest nunber of votes in the election
shall serve for four-year ternms, while the renmai nder shall serve
for a two-year term thereafter, all candi dates for counci
shall have four-year ternms. Their election shall be in the
manner provided by and subject to the provisions of the act of
June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333), known as the "Pennsylvania El ection
Code. "
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Section 817. Conpensation of Council.--The nmenbers of county
council shall receive annual conpensation for their services.
The nenbers of the study comm ssion shall set the sal aries of
the council for their initial term thereafter, as may be
provi ded by | aw.

Section 818. President of Council.--On the first Monday of
January followi ng the regular nunicipal election, nenbers of the
council shall assenble at the usual neeting place and shal
organi ze by electing one of their own nenbers as president and
one as vice-president. The president shall preside at al
nmeeti ngs and performother duties as council may prescribe. In
t he absence of the president, the vice-president shall be the
presiding officer. The council shall adopt rules for its
procedure and conduct of busi ness.

Section 819. Secretary of Council.--The council shal
appoi nt a secretary, who shall not be a nmenber of council, who
shall keep the records and m nutes of council proceedings,
mai ntain a record of the ordinances and ot her offici al
activities, and performother functions as required by |aw

Section 820. Powers of Council.--(a) The county council may
exerci se those powers granted by general |law to the class of
county to which it bel ongs except those powers relating (i) to
appoi ntment of county officials and enployes, (ii) to
adm ni strative supervision of county departnents or agencies,
and (iii) to the enforcenent of county ordi nances and gener al
| aws applicable to the county.

(b) The county council, by ordinance, shall continue,
create, abolish, and determ ne and define the powers and duties
of administrative departnments and agencies as it nmay deem

necessary and proper for the efficient conduct of the affairs of
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t he county.

The counci| nmay appoi nt nmenbers of nunicipal authorities. One
menber of any nunicipal authority may be a nmenber of council.
The council nmay create comm ttees or conm ssions, except those
established by act of assenbly, of its own nenbers or of
citizens for any purpose within its powers and further to
conduct investigations into the conduct of any officer or
departnment or any matter relating to the welfare of the city,
bor ough, town or township, and report their findings to council.

C. The County Executive

Section 831. Ofice of County Executive.--The county
executive shall be the chief executive and adm nistrative
of ficer of the county.

He shall be an officer of the county, and shall not hold any
ot her el ected public office.

Section 832. Conpensation of County Executive.--The county
executive shall receive an annual salary for his services. The
menbers of the study comm ssion shall set the salaries of the
county executive for his initial term thereafter, as may be
provi ded by | aw.

Section 833. Duties of the County Executive.--(a) The county
executive shall

(1) Execute all ordinances of the county and general |aws
appl i cabl e thereto,

(2) Appoint all the nonelective officers and enpl oyes of the
county,

(3) Supervise all departnents and agenci es of the county
government, and require each of themto make an annual report
and such other reports of their work as he may deem desirabl e,

(4) Report annually to the county council and the public on
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the work, the condition of public services and the needs and
requi renents of the county governnent,

(5) Negotiate contracts for the county, subject to the
approval of the county council,

(6) Prepare the annual budget of the county for subm ssion
to the council on forns supplied by the Departnment of Conmunity
Affairs,

(7) WMake recomendations relating to the county gover nnment
to the county council, and

(8) My, within ninety days after receipt of the regular
annual audit, request a post-audit of all county accounts be
made by a certified public accountant or qualified public
accountant who shall be enployed and conpensated by the county
counci | .

(b) Al ordinances approved by the county council shall be
submtted to the county executive and he shall within ten days
after receiving any ordi nance, either approve it or return it to
council stating his objections to it. No ordi nance or any part
of it shall go into effect without his approval unless he fails
to return the ordinance to council within ten days after it was
presented to him or unless council by a vote of two-thirds
maj ority of the nenbers shall override his veto.

(c) The county executive shall attend neetings of the
council but shall have no vote, except in case of a tie on the
guestion of filling a vacancy in council when he may cast the
deci di ng vote.

D. Election of County Controller or Auditors

Section 844. Ofice of County Controller or Auditors.--The

county controller or auditors shall be elected officers of the

county, and shall not hold any other public office.
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E. The County Controller

Section 845. Conpensation of County Controller.--The county
controller shall receive an annual salary for his services. The
menbers of the study comm ssion shall set the salary of the
controller for his initial term thereafter, as may be provi ded
by | aw.

Section 846. Duties of County Controller.--The controller
shal I :

(1) Examne, audit and settle all accounts of the county.

(2) Examne and audit the accounts of all departnents and
agenci es of the county.

(3) Pre-audit all clainms and demands agai nst the county
prior to paynent, and control all paynments out of any public
funds by individual warrants for each paynent to the official
havi ng custody thereof.

(4) WMake an annual financial report of the public accounts
of the county, which shall be acconpanied by a detail ed
financial statenent of revenues, expenditures and debt of the
county in accordance with the fornms prepared for such an annual
financial report by the Departnent of Community Affairs, and
shall submt copies to the county council, the county executive
and the Departnent of Comunity Affairs.

(5) Make an annual report of all the audits he shall have
made to the county council.

(6) Carry out other duties relating to the finances of the
county as directed by county council.

F. Auditors

Section 850. Nunber and Election.--In each county where the

of fice of controller has not been established, three county

auditors shall be elected. In the election of auditors, each
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qualified el ector shall vote for no nore than two persons. The
t hree persons having the hi ghest nunber of votes shall be
el ect ed.

Section 851. Meetings; Quorum--The auditors shall assenble
at the county seat on the first Mnday of January in each year
and begin their audit of the fiscal affairs of the county for
the fiscal year imediately preceding, and thereafter, at such
times as they may find necessary for the conpletion of their
audit before the first day of the following April. They may,
upon petition to the court of comon pl eas, have such additi onal
time for the conpletion of their report as the court shal
allow. Any two auditors when duly convened shall be a quorum for
t he purpose of transacting any business.

Section 852. Conpensation of Auditors.--The county auditors
shal |l receive conpensation for their services. Menbers of the
study conmi ssion shall set the conpensation of the auditors for
their initial term thereafter, as may be provided by | aw.

G The District Attorney

Section 858. Ofice of District Attorney.--The district
attorney shall be an elected officer of the county, and shal
not hold any other elected public office.

Section 859. Conpensation of District Attorney.--The
district attorney shall receive an annual salary for his
services. The menbers of the study comm ssion shall set the
salaries of the district attorney for his initial term
thereafter, as may be provided by | aw.

Section 860. Duties of District Attorney.--The district
attorney may exercise those powers granted by general law to a
district attorney of the class of county to which it bel ongs.

H.  The Sheriff
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Section 871. O fice of Sheriff.--The sheriff shall be an
el ected officer of the county, and shall not hold any other
el ected public office.

Section 872. Conpensation of Sheriff.--The sheriff shal
recei ve an annual salary for his services. The nenbers of the
study conm ssion shall set the salary of the sheriff for his
initial term thereafter, as nay be provided by |aw

Section 873. Duties of Sheriff.--The sheriff may exercise
t hose powers granted by general law to a sheriff of the class of
county to which it bel ongs.

ARTI CLE | X
Optional County Plan #3
The Counci | - Manager Pl an

A.  The Form of Covernnent

Section 901. Council-Manager Pl an.--The form of governnent

provided in this section shall be known as the "Council-Mnager

Plan." A referendum on the question of adoption of a Council -
Manager Plan nay be initiated by electors of the county or the
governi ng body of a county nay, by ordi nance, provide for a
ref erendum on the question of adoption of a Council-Mnager
Pl an.

Section 902. County Oficers.--(a) Each county adopting the
Counci | - Manager Pl an shall have the followi ng el ected officers:

(1) Counci

(2) Controller or Auditors

(3) District Attorney

(4) Sheriff

(b) The county council may appoint the follow ng officers:

(1) County Manager

(2) Public Defender
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(3) Register of WIls

(4) Recorder of Deeds

(5) Prothonotary

(6) Cderk of the Courts
and ot her officers and enpl oyes as may be desi gnated by
or di nance.

Section 903. Vacancies.--Vacancies in the offices of
counci | men, county manager, controller or auditors, district
attorney and sheriff shall be filled by the county council for
the unexpired termof the office if it is for less than one year
fromthe date the vacancy occurred. If the unexpired termis for
nore than one year fromthe date the vacancy occurred, a
majority of the councilnmen in office may appoint a successor to
serve only until a special election to be held on the date of
t he next ensuing primary, nmunicipal or general election not |ess
than sixty days fromthe date of the vacancy. At the specia
election the electorate shall elect a successor to fill the
vacancy who shall serve for the bal ance of the unexpired term

Section 904. Ternms of Ofice.--The controller or auditors,
district attorney and sheriff shall be elected at |large by the
el ectors for terns of four years. Their election shall be in
t he manner provi ded by and subject to the provisions of the act
of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333), known as the "Pennsylvania El ection
Code. "

B. The County Counci

Section 915. County Council.--The county council shall be
conposed of three, five, seven or nine nenbers as determ ned by
the study conmi ssion or in the initiative petition calling for
t he adoption of an optional plan of governnent.

Secti on 916. El ecti on of Council; Districts.--The counci
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shall be elected at large or fromsingle nenber districts, which
shall be conposed of conpact and contiguous territory as nearly
equal in population as practicable, or by a conbination of these
nmet hods at the regular municipal elections. The districts shal
be established by the court of conmon pleas in the county within
ninety days fromthe date of the adoption of the optional plan
of government.

The majority of the nmenbers to be elected of the first
council receiving the highest nunber of votes in the election
shall serve for four-year terns, while the renmai nder shall serve
for a two-year term thereafter, all candi dates for counci
shall have four-year ternms. Their election shall be in the
manner provided by and subject to the provisions of the act of
June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333), known as the "Pennsylvania El ection
Code. "

Section 917. Conpensation of Council.--The nmenbers of county
council shall receive annual conpensation for their services.
The nenbers of the study comm ssion shall set the salaries of
the council for their initial term thereafter, as may be
provi ded by | aw.

Section 918. President of Council.--On the first Monday of
January followi ng the regular nunicipal election, nenbers of the
council shall assenble at the usual neeting place and shal
organi ze by electing one of their nenbers as president and one
as vice-president. The president shall preside at all neetings
and performother duties as council nay prescribe. In the
absence of the president, the vice-president shall be the
presiding officer. The council shall adopt rules for its
procedure and conduct of busi ness.

Section 919. Powers of Council.--The county council may
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exerci se those powers granted by general |law to the class of
county to which it bel ongs except those powers delegated to the
county manager under section 929 of this act.

C. The County Manager

Section 928. Appointnent of County Manager.--The county
council shall appoint a county manager for an indefinite term by
a mpjority of all the menbers of the council who shall fix his
conpensati on. The county nanager may be renoved for mal f easance,
m sf easance or nonfeasance in office or for other just cause by
a majority vote of the county council, taken after the manager
has received fifteen days' advance notice of the intent to take
such a vote. A hearing shall be held in connection with the vote
if the county manager shall request it in witing.

Section 929. Duties of County Manager.--The county manager
shall be the chief administrative officer of the county and
shal I :

(1) Administer all the ordinances of the county and the
general |aws applicable thereto.

(2) Be responsible to the county council for the carrying
out of all policies established by it and for the proper
adm nistration of all affairs of the county within the
jurisdiction of the council.

(3) Supervise all departnents and agenci es of the county
government and require each of themto make an annual and such
ot her reports of their work as he may direct.

(4) Negotiate all contracts for the county, subject to
approval of the county council.

(5) Make recomrendati ons concerning the |ocation and nature
of county inprovenents, and execute county inprovenents as

determ ned by the county council.
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(6) Prepare the annual budget for subm ssion to the counci
of the county under the provisions of the code under which the
county oper at es.

(7) Attend all neetings of the council, with the right to
take part in the discussions but without the right to vote.

(8) My, within ninety days after receipt of the regular
annual audit, request a post-audit of all county accounts be
made by a certified public accountant or qualified public
accountant who shall be enpl oyed and conpensated by the county
counci | .

D. Election of County Controller or Auditors

Section 930. Ofice of County Controller or Auditors.--The
county controller or auditors shall be elected officers of the
county, and shall not hold any other public office.

E. The County Controller

Section 931. Conpensation of County Controller.--The county
controller shall receive an annual salary for his services. The
menbers of the study comm ssion shall set the salary of the
county controller for his initial term thereafter as may be
provi ded by | aw.

Section 932. Duties of County Controller.--The controller
shal | :

(1) Examne, audit and settle all accounts of the county.

(2) Examne and audit the accounts of all departnents and
agenci es of the county.

(3) Pre-audit all clainms and demands agai nst the county
prior to paynent, and control all paynments out of any public
funds by individual warrants for each paynent to the official
havi ng custody thereof.

(4) WMake an annual financial report of the public accounts
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of the county, which shall be acconpanied by a detail ed
financial statenent of revenues, expenditures and debt of the
county in accordance with the fornms prepared for such an annual
financial report by the Departnent of Community Affairs, and
shall submt copies to the county council, the county executive
and the Departnent of Comunity Affairs.

(5) Make an annual report of all the audits he shall have
made to the county council.

(6) Carry out other duties relating to the finances of the
county as directed by county council.

F. Auditors

Section 940. Nunber and Election.--In each county where the
of fice of controller has not been established, three county
auditors shall be elected. In the election of auditors, each
qualified el ector shall vote for no nore than two persons. The
t hree persons having the hi ghest nunber of votes shall be
el ect ed.

Section 941. Meetings; Quorum--The auditors shall assenble
at the county seat on the first Mnday of January in each year
and begin their audit of the fiscal affairs of the county for
the fiscal year imediately preceding, and thereafter, at such
times as they may find necessary for the conpletion of their
audit before the first day of the following April. They may,
upon petition to the court of comron pl eas, have such additi onal
time for the conpletion of their report as the court shal
allow. Any two auditors when duly convened shall be a quorum for
t he purpose of transacting any business.

Section 942. Conpensation of Auditors.--The county auditors
shal |l receive conpensation for their services. Menbers of the

study conmi ssion shall set the conpensation of the auditors for
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initial term thereafter, as nay be provided by |aw

G The District Attorney

Section 943. Ofice of District Attorney.--The district
attorney shall be an elected officer of the county, and shal
not hold any other elected public office.

Section 944. Conpensation of District Attorney.--The
district attorney shall receive an annual salary for his
services. The menbers of the study comm ssion shall set the
salaries of the district attorney for his initial term
thereafter as nmay be provided by |aw.

Section 945. Duties of District Attorney.--The district
attorney may exercise those powers granted by general law to a

district attorney of the class of county to which it bel ongs.

ARTI CLE X
Optional Municipal Plan #1
The Muni ci pal Executive Plan

A For m of Gover nnent

Section 1001. Municipal Executive Plan.--The form of
government provided in this article shall be known as the
"“Muni ci pal Executive Plan” which may be adopted by the el ectors.

Section 1002. Minicipal Oficers.--(a) Each city, borough,
town or township adopting the Minicipal Executive Plan shal

have the followi ng el ected officers:

Counci
Muni ci pal Executive
Controller or Auditors.

The council nmay appoint other officers and enpl oyes as

may be designated by ordi nance.

Section 1003. Vacancies.--Vacancies in the offices of

30 council man, nunicipal executive, and controller or auditors
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shall be filled by the municipal council for the unexpired term
of office if it is for less than one year fromthe date the
vacancy occurred. |If the unexpired termis for nore than one
year fromthe date the vacancy occurred, a mpjority of the
councilmen in office may appoint a successor to serve only until
a special election to be held on the date of the next ensuing
primary, nmunicipal or general election not |less than sixty days
fromthe date of the vacancy. At the special election the

el ectorate shall elect a successor to fill the vacancy who shal
serve for the bal ance of the unexpired term

Section 1004. Ternms of Oficers.--The nunicipal executive
and the controller or auditors shall be elected at |arge by the
el ectors of the city, borough, town or township for terns of
four years. Their election shall be in the manner provided by
and subject to the provisions of the act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1333), known as the "Pennsylvani a El ecti on Code."

B. The Munici pal Counci

Section 1015. Muinicipal Council.--The nmunicipal counci
shall be conposed of three, five, seven or nine nenbers as
provided in the ordinance of the governing body or determ ned by
the study conmi ssion or in the initiative petition calling for
t he adoption of an optional plan of governnent.

Section 1016. Election of Council; District.--The counci
shall be elected at large or fromsingle nenber districts which
shall be conposed of conpact and contiguous territory as nearly
equal in population as practicable, or by a conbination of these
nmet hods at the regular municipal elections. The districts shal
be established by the court of common pleas in the county in
which the municipality is situated within ninety days fromthe

date of the adoption of the optional plan of governnent.
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The majority of the nmenbers to be elected of the first
council receiving the highest nunber of votes in the election
shall serve for four-year terns, while the renmai nder shall serve
for a two-year term thereafter, all candi dates for counci
shall have four-year ternms. Their election shall be in the
manner provided by and subject to the provisions of the act of
June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333), known as the "Pennsylvania El ection
Code. "

Section 1017. Conpensation of Council.--The nenbers of the
muni ci pal council shall receive annual conpensation for their
services. The menbers of the study comm ssion shall set the
sal aries of the municipal council for their initial term
thereafter as nmay be provided by |aw.

Section 1018. President of Council.--On the first Monday of
January followi ng the regular nunicipal election at which
menbers of the council are elected, the nmenbers of council shal
assenbl e at the usual neeting place and shall organize by
el ecting one of their own nenbers as president and one as vice-
presi dent. The president shall preside at all neetings and
perform ot her duties as council may prescribe. In the absence of
the president, the vice-president shall be the presiding
of ficer. The council shall adopt rules for its procedure and
conduct of its business.

Section 1019. Secretary of Council.--The council shal
appoint a secretary who shall not be a nmenber of council, who
shall keep the records and m nutes of council proceedings,
mai ntain a record of the ordinances and other official actions,
and perform other functions as required by | aw

Section 1020. Powers of Council.--(a) The nmunicipal counci

may exercise those powers granted by general law to a city,
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bor ough, town or township whichever is applicable, except those
powers relating to (i) appointnment of nunicipal officials and
enpl oyes, (ii) adm nistrative supervision of nunicipal
departnments or agencies, and (iii) the enforcenment of city,

bor ough, town or township ordi nances and general |aws applicable
to a city, borough, town or township.

(b) The nunicipal council by ordi nance may conti nue, create,
abol i sh and determ ne and define the powers and duties of the
adm ni strative departnents and agencies as it nmay deem necessary
and proper for the efficient conduct of the affairs of the city,
bor ough, town or township. The council may appoi nt nenbers of
muni ci pal authorities. One nenber of any nunicipal authority may
be a nenber of council. The council may create commttees or
conmmi ssi ons, except those established by act of assenbly, of its
own nenbers or of citizens for any purpose within its powers,
and further to conduct investigations into the conduct of any
of ficer or departnment, or any matter relating to the welfare of
the city, borough, town or township, and report their findings
to council.

C. The Munici pal Executive

Section 1031. O fice of Minicipal Executive.--The mnunici pal
executive shall be the chief executive and adm nistrative
of ficer of the city, borough, town or township and nmay be
designated as the city mayor, the borough mayor, the town nayor,
or the townshi p executive, as the case may be.

The nmuni ci pal executive shall be an officer of the
muni ci pality, and shall not hold any other elected public
of fice.

Section 1032. Conpensation of Minicipal Executive.--The

muni ci pal executive shall receive an annual salary for his
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services. The menbers of the study comm ssion shall set the
sal ari es of the municipal executive for his initial term
thereafter as may be provided by |aw.

Section 1033. Duties of Minicipal Executive.--(a) The
muni ci pal executive shall:

(1) Execute all ordinances of the city, borough, town or
townshi p and general |aws applicable thereto.

(2) Appoint all the nonelective officers and enpl oyes of the
city, borough, town or township.

(3) Supervise all departnents and agenci es of the nunici pal
government, and require each of themto make an annual report
and such other reports of their work as he nmay deem desirabl e.

(4) Report annually to the municipal council and the public
on the work, the condition of public services, and the needs and
requi renents of the nmunicipal governnent.

(5) Negotiate contracts for the city, borough, town or
townshi p, subject to the approval of the nunicipal council.

(6) Prepare the annual budget of the city, borough, town or
townshi p for subm ssion to the council on forns supplied by the
Departnment of Comrunity Affairs.

(7) WMake recomrendations relating to the nunici pal
government to the nmunicipal council.

The nuni ci pal executive may, within ninety days after receipt
of the regular annual audit, request a post-audit of al
muni ci pal accounts to be nade by a certified public accountant
or qualified public accountant who shall be enployed and
conpensat ed by the nunicipal council.

(b) Al ordinances approved by the nmunicipal council shal
be submtted to the nunicipal executive, and he shall within ten

days after receiving any ordi nance, either approve it or return
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1 it to council stating his objections to it. No ordi nance or any
2 part of it shall go into effect without his approval unless he
3 fails to return the ordinance to council within ten days after
4 it was presented to him or unless council by a vote of two-

5 thirds majority of the nmenbers shall override his veto.

6 (c) The nunicipal executive may attend neetings of the

7 council but shall have no vote, except in case of a tie on the
8 the question of filling a vacancy in council when he nay cast

9 the deciding vote.

10 D. Election of Minicipal Controller or Auditors

11 Section 1044. O fice of Municipal Controller or Auditors.--
12 The municipal controller or auditors shall be elected officers
13 of the city, borough, town or township, and shall not hold any
14 other public office.

15 E. The Muinicipal Controller

16 Section 1045. Conpensation of Muinicipal Controller.--The

17 nmunicipal controller shall receive an annual salary for his

18 services. The nenbers of the study conm ssion shall set the

19 salary of the nmunicipal controller for his initial term
20 thereafter as nmay be provided by |aw
21 Section 1046. Duties of Municipal Controller.--The munici pal
22 controller shall
23 (1) Examine, audit and settle all accounts of the city,
24 borough, town or township.
25 (2) Examne and audit the accounts of all departnents and
26 agencies of the city, borough, town or township.
27 (3) Pre-audit all clainms and demands agai nst the city,
28 borough, town or township prior to paynment, and control al
29 paynents out of any public funds by individual warrants for each

30 paynent to the official having custody thereof.
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(4) Make an annual report of all the audits he shall have
made to the nunicipal council.

(5) Make an annual financial report of the public accounts
of the city, borough, town or township, which shall be
acconpani ed by a detailed financial statenent of revenues,
expenditures and debt of the city, borough, town or township in
accordance with the forns prepared for such an annual financi al
report by the Departnent of Community Affairs, and shall submt
copies to the nunicipal council, the rmnunicipal executive, and
t he Departnent of Comunity Affairs.

(6) Carry out other duties relating to the finances of the
city, borough, town or township as directed by the munici pal
counci | .

F.  Municipal Auditors

Section 1050. Nunber and Election.--1n each city, borough,
town or township where the office of controller has not been
establ i shed, three auditors shall be elected. In the election of
audi tors, each qualified elector shall vote for no nore than two
persons. The three persons having the hi ghest nunber of votes
shal | be el ected.

Section 1051. Meetings; Quorum--The auditors shall assenble
at the usual neeting place of the governing body on the first
Monday of January in each year, and begin their audit of the
fiscal affairs of the city, borough, town or township for the
fiscal year imredi ately preceding, and thereafter, at such tines
as they may find necessary for the conpletion of their audit
before the first day of the following April. They may, upon
petition to the court of conmmon pleas, have such additional tine
for the conpletion of their report as the court shall allow Any

two auditors when duly convened shall be a quorumfor the
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pur pose of transacting any busi ness.

Section 1052. Conpensation of Auditors.--The auditors shal
recei ve conpensation for their services. Menbers of the study
commi ssion shall set the conpensation of the auditors for their
initial term thereafter as may be provided by | aw.

ARTI CLE Xl
Optional Munici pal Plan #2
The Muni ci pal Council - Manager Pl an
A.  The Form of Covernnent

Section 1101. Minicipal Council-Manager Pl an.--The form of

government provided in this article shall be known as the

“Muni ci pal Council - Manager Plan,"” which nay be adopted by the
el ectors.

Section 1102. Minicipal Oficers.--(a) Each city, borough,
town or township adopting the Council-Manager Plan shall have
the follow ng el ected officers:

(1) Counci

(2) Controller or Auditors.

(b) The nunicipal council shall appoint a mnunicipal nmanager
for an indefinite termby a majority of all the nenbers of the
council who shall fix his conpensation.

Section 1103. Vacancies.--Vacancies in the offices of
counci l man and controller or auditors shall be filled by the
muni ci pal council for the unexpired termof the office if it is
for less than one year fromthe date the vacancy occurred. If
the unexpired termis for nore than one year fromthe date the
vacancy occurred, a majority of the councilnmen in office may
appoi nt a successor to serve only until a special election to be

hel d on the date of the next ensuing primary, mnunicipal or

general election not |less than sixty days fromthe date of the
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vacancy. At the special election the electorate shall elect a
successor to fill the vacancy who shall serve for the bal ance of
the unexpired term

Section 1104. Terns of Ofice.--The controller or auditors
shall be elected at large by the electors for a termof four
years. Their election shall be in the manner provi ded by and
subject to the provisions of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333),
known as the "Pennsyl vania El ecti on Code."

B. The Counci

Section 1115. Minicipal Council.--The nmunicipal counci
shall be conposed of three, five, seven or nine nenbers as
determ ned by the study comm ssion or in the initiative petition
calling for the adoption of an optional plan of governnent.

Section 1116. Election of Council; Districts.--The counci
shall be elected at large or fromsingle nenber districts, which
shall be conposed of conpact and contiguous territory as nearly
equal in population as practicable or by a conbination of these
nmet hods, at the regular municipal elections. The districts shal
be established by the court of conmon pleas in the city,
bor ough, town or township within ninety days fromthe date of
t he adoption of the optional plan of governnent.

The majority of the nmenbers to be elected of the first
council receiving the highest nunber of votes in the election
shall serve for four-year ternms, while the renmai nder shall serve
for a two-year term thereafter, all candi dates for counci
shall have four-year ternms. Their election shall be in the
manner provided by and subject to the provisions of the act of
June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333), known as the "Pennsylvania El ection
Code. "

Section 1117. Conpensation of Council.--The nenbers of
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muni ci pal council shall receive annual conpensation for their
services. The menbers of the study comm ssion shall set the
sal aries of the municipal council for their initial term
thereafter as may be provided by |aw.

Section 1118. President of Council.--On the first Monday of
January followi ng the regular nunicipal election, nenbers of the
council shall assenble at the usual neeting place and shal
organi ze by electing one of their nenbers as president and one
as vice-president. The president shall preside at all neetings
and performother duties as council nay prescribe. In the
absence of the president, the vice-president shall be the
presiding officer. The council shall adopt rules for its
procedure and conduct of busi ness.

Section 1119. Powers of Council.--(a) The nunicipal counci
may exercise those powers granted by general law to a city,
bor ough, town or township whichever is applicable, except those
powers relating to (i) appointnment of nunicipal officials and
enpl oyes, (ii) adm nistrative supervision of nunicipal
departnments or agencies, and (iii) the enforcenment of city,
bor ough, town or township ordi nances and general |aws applicable
to a city, borough, town or township.

(b) The nunicipal council by ordi nance may conti nue, create,
abol i sh and determ ne and define the powers and duties of the
adm ni strative departnents and agencies as it nmay deem necessary
and proper for the efficient conduct of the affairs of the city,
bor ough, town or township. The council may appoi nt nenbers of
muni ci pal authorities. One nenber of any nunicipal authority may
be a nenber of council. The council may create commttees or
conmmi ssi ons, except those established by act of assenbly, of its

own nmenbers or of citizens for any purpose within its powers,
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and further to conduct investigations into the conduct of any
of ficer or departnment or any matter relating to the welfare of
the city, borough, town or township, and report their findings
to council.

C. Minici pal Manager

Section 1127. Duties of Minicipal Mnager.--{a) The
muni ci pal manager shall:

(1) Execute all ordinances of the city, borough, town or
townshi p and general |aws applicable thereto.

(2) Appoint all the nonelective officers and enpl oyes of the
city, borough, town or township.

(3) Supervise all departnents and agenci es of the nunici pal
government, and require each of themto nmake an annual report
and such other reports of their work as he nmay deem desirable.

(4) Report annually to the municipal council and the public
on the work, the condition of public services, and the needs and
requi renents of the nunicipal governnent.

(5) Negotiate contracts for the city, borough, town or
townshi p, subject to the approval of the nunicipal council.
Not hi ng herein shall prohibit the council or manager from
enpl oyi ng consultants to assist the nanager in the negotiation
of contracts.

(6) Prepare the annual budget of the city, borough, town or
townshi p for subm ssion to the council on forns supplied by the
Departnment of Community Affairs.

(7) WMake recomrendations relating to the nunici pal
government to the nmunicipal council.

The nmuni ci pal manager may, within ninety days after receipt
of the regular annual audit, request a post-audit of al

muni ci pal accounts be nmade by a certified public accountant or
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qual i fied public accountant who shall be enployed and
conpensat ed by the nunici pal council.

n I  cinal | . Y |
bot—shat—haveno—vote—

D. Election of Minicipal Controller or Auditors

Section 1138. O fice of Municipal Controller or Auditors.--
(a) The rmunicipal controller or auditors shall be el ected
officers of the city, borough, town or township, and shall not
hol d any other public office.

E. The Muinicipal Controller

Section 1139. Conpensation of Minicipal Controller.--The
muni ci pal controller shall receive an annual salary for his
services. Menbers of the study comm ssion shall set the salary
of the municipal executive for his initial term thereafter as
may be provided by | aw.

Section 1140. Duties of Minicipal Controller.--The mnunici pal
controller shall

(1) Examine, audit and settle all accounts of the city,
bor ough, town or township.

(2) Examne and audit the accounts of all departnents and
agencies of the city, borough, town or township.

(3) Pre-audit all clainms and demands agai nst the city,
bor ough, town or township prior to paynents, and control al
paynents out of any public funds by individual warrants for each
paynent to the official having custody thereof.

(4) WMake an annual report of all the audits he shall have
made to the nunicipal council.

(5) Make an annual financial report of the public accounts
of the city, borough, town or township, which shall be

acconpani ed by a detailed financial statenent of revenues,
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expenditures and debt of the city, borough, town or township in
accordance with the forns prepared for such an annual financi al
report by the Departnent of Community Affairs, and shall submt
copies to the nunicipal council, the mnunicipal executive, and

t he Departnent of Comunity Affairs.

(6) Carry out other duties relating to the finances of the
city, borough, town or township as directed by the munici pal
counci | .

F.  Municipal Auditors

Section 1150. Nunber and Election.--1n each city, borough,
town or township where the office of controller has not been
establ i shed, three auditors shall be elected. In the election of
audi tors, each qualified elector shall vote for no nore than two
persons. The three persons having the hi ghest nunber of votes
shal | be el ected.

Section 1151. Meetings; Quorum--The auditors shall assenble
at the usual neeting place of the governing body on the first
Monday of January in each year, and begin their audit of the
fiscal affairs of the city, borough, town or township for the
fiscal year imredi ately preceding, and thereafter, at such tines
as they may find necessary for the conpletion of their audit
before the first day of the following April. They may, upon
petition to the court of conmmon pleas, have such additional tine
for the conpletion of their report as the court shall allow Any
two auditors when duly convened shall be a quorumfor the
pur pose of transacting any busi ness.

Section 1152. Conpensation of Auditors.--The auditors shal
recei ve conpensation for their services. Menbers of the study
commi ssion shall set the conpensation of the auditors for their

initial term thereafter as may be provided by | aw.
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1 ARTI CLE Xl |

2 Repeal s and Effective Date

3 Section 1201. Specific Repeal.--The act of July 15, 1957

4 (P.L.901), known as the "Optional Third Cass Cty Charter Law, "
5 is repeal ed absol utely.

6 Section 1202. Effective Date.--This act shall take effect

7 imedi ately.
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