PRINTER S NO. 387

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 382 >

I NTRODUCED BY MAHADY, REI BMAN, WADE, HOMRD, FRAME AND
MESSI NGER, FEBRUARY 23, 1971

REFERRED TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 23, 1971
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AN ACT
Rel ating to | ocal governnent boundary changes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
ARTI CLE |
SHORT TI TLE; DEFI NI TI ONS; APPLI CABI LI TY

Section 101. Short Title.--This act shall be known and may
be cited as the "Minicipal Boundary Act."

Section 102. Definitions.--As used in this act:

(1) "Annexation" neans that action which results in a
portion of the territory of one rnunicipality being detached from
it and attached to another nunicipality.

(2) "Boundary changes" mneans those nade under the provisions
of this act by annexation, consolidation or nerger,

i ncorporation, detachnent, and adjustnent of boundaries
involving two or nore nunicipalities.

(3) "Consolidation or nerger” neans the union of two or nore

muni ci palities into one municipality.
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(4) "Election officials" nmeans the county boards of
el ection, except in Philadel phia where "el ection officials" nean
the city board of el ections.

(5) "Electors" neans the registered voters of any
muni ci pality involved in proceedings relating to boundary
changes.

(6) "CGoverning bodi es" nmeans boards of county comm ssioners,
city councils and mayors, borough or incorporated town councils
and mayors, conm ssioners of townships of the first class and
supervi sors of townshi ps of the second class, as defined in
exi sting | aw.

(7) "lIncorporation” nmeans the creation of a new nunicipality
fromall of the territory of an existing nunicipality or
muni ci palities.

(8) "Local Boundary Comm ssion" nmeans the Local Governnent
Commi ssion of the Commobnweal th of Pennsyl vani a.

(9) "Minicipality" neans county, city, borough, incorporated
town, or township.

Section 103. Applicability.--This act establishes the
procedure for and shall apply to the change of boundaries of al
muni ci palities.

ARTI CLE |
| NCORPCORATI ON

Section 201. Requirenents.--(a) A newcity may be
incorporated only if its territory shall have at the tine of
i ncorporation a population of ten thousand or nore, according to
the last United States decennial or special census, and as
certified by the appropriate board or boards of county
conmi Ssi oners.

(b) A new nunicipality shall only be incorporated fromthe
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entire territory of an existing municipality or rmnunicipalities.

Section 202. Petition for Incorporation.--The petition for
i ncorporation of a nmunicipality shall be submtted to the Local
Boundary Conmi ssion and shall be signed by el ectors conprising
five per cent of the nunber of electors voting for the office of
Governor in the | ast gubernatorial general election in each
muni ci pal ity affected.

Section 203. Incorporation Petition.--The incorporation
petition shall contain the follow ng infornmation:

(1) The nanme of the municipality or municipalities involved
in the proposed incorporation.

(2) The proposed nane of the new nmunicipality, and the
county or counties in which the new nunicipality is |ocated.

(3) The area and boundaries of the territory proposed for
i ncorporation, acconpanied by a plat or map delineating sane,
and showing the |ocation of all public streets and roads,
muni ci pal inprovenents and public buildings |ocated in the
territory proposed to be incorporated. The plat or map shall be
prepared or approved by the county board or boards of
conmi Ssi oners.

(4) The estimated nunber of inhabitants residing in the
territory proposed to be incorporated.

(5) The assessed valuation of taxable real property and the
estimated true market value of the territory proposed to be
i ncorporated as certified by the board or boards of county
conmi Ssi oners.

(6) The assessed valuation and estimted true market val ue
of the municipality or nunicipalities in which the territory
proposed for incorporation is |located as certified by the board

or boards of county comm ssioners.
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(7) The amount of real property taxes |levied by the
muni cipality or nunicipalities in the territory proposed for
incorporation in the last preceding fiscal year as certified by
t he board or boards of county conm ssioners.

(8) The reasons the petitioners desire the incorporation
proposed in the petition.

Section 204. Study of Petition for Incorporation.--The Local
Boundary Conmi ssion shall nake a study of the petition for
i ncorporation, and, within sixty days of receipt of the
petition, shall submt its reconmendations to the person or
persons who submitted the petition, to the governing bodi es of
the nmunicipalities involved in the incorporation proposal, and
to the board or boards of county comm ssioners of the territory
i nvol ved.

Section 205. Public Hearings.--The Local Boundary Conmm ssion
may hol d hearings on the incorporation proposal at the county
seat of the county in which the territory or the major part of
the territory proposed for incorporation is |ocated. The Local
Boundary Conmi ssion shall designate as chairman of the hearings
the president of the county conm ssioners of the county in which
the hearing is held, or another county official named by the
presi dent of the county comm ssioners. At such hearings,
representatives fromthe | ocal governing bodies involved and
citizens residing in the nunicipalities involved may be heard.

Section 206. Incorporation Election.--The Local Boundary
Commi ssion, after making a study and submtting recomrendati ons,
may cause a question relating to the proposed incorporation to
be submtted to the entire electorate of each municipality
af fected. Such election shall be held at the next general or

primary el ection but not |ess than sixty days after the Local
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Boundary Conmi ssion has requested the appropriate county board
or boards of election to place the question on the ballot. The
el ection shall be carried on under the provisions of the act of
June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333), known as the "Pennsylvania El ection
Code." If a majority of the persons voting on such question in
each of the nunicipalities involved shall vote in favor of such
i ncorporation, it shall be deened final and shall becone
effective on the first Tuesday after the first Mnday of January
succeedi ng the nuni ci pal election at which |ocal officials of
the new nunicipality shall be elected in accordance with the | aw
covering the election of nunicipal officials of the class of
muni ci pality to which the new nunicipality bel ongs. Wen the
new y i ncorporated mnunicipality of governnment shall go into
effect, the former nmunicipality or mnunicipalities of governnent
shall cease to exist. Such municipal election shall be held at
| east ninety days after the certification of the vote favorable
to incorporation is made by the county board of election to the
governi ng bodies of the nmunicipalities involved, to the
appropriate board or boards of county conm ssioners and to the
Local Boundary Conmi ssion. If a majority of the persons voting
on such question in any one of the nunicipalities involved shal
vot e agai nst such incorporation, then the incorporation
proceedi ngs shall fail and the question of incorporation of
territory described in the incorporation proposal shall not be
voted on again for a period of five years fromthe date of such
el ection.

Section 207. Assunption of Property and | ndebtedness. --
Whenever a nunicipality or nunicipalities shall be incorporated
as a new nmunicipality, all public property, both real and

personal , including funds, shall beconme the property of the
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new y i ncorporated nmunicipality, and all indebtedness of the
prior municipality or municipalities shall be assunmed by the
new y i ncorporated runicipality.

Section 208. Crossing County Lines.--All counties in which
territory of the newly incorporated nunicipality is |ocated
shall receive official information relating to such
i ncorporation fromthe board of county conm ssioners and the
court of common pleas of their respective counterparts.

Section 209. Election Districts and Oficers.--Al election
districts in the territory newy incorporated shall remain as
constituted before the incorporation, and shall becone el ection
districts of the newly created nmunicipality until changed in
accordance with the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333), known as the
"Pennsyl vani a El ection Code." Al election district officers
shall continue in office until the expiration of their ternms,
unl ess the office is vacated.

ARTI CLE 111
CONSOLI DATI ON OR MERGER

Section 301. Consolidation or Merger of Minicipalities.--
Each of the municipalities proposed for consolidation or nerger
shall be contiguous to at |east one or nore of the other
muni ci palities so proposed, although they nmay be situated in
di fferent counties. The new consolidated or merged mnunicipality
shall conprise the entire territory of two or nore
muni ci palities.

Section 302. Initiation of Proceedings.--Proceedings for
consol idation or nmerger may be commenced:

(1) By joint agreenent of the governing bodies of the
muni ci palities proposed for consolidation or nmerger as approved

by ordi nance or resol ution; or
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(2) By initiative; or

(3) By the Local Boundary Conmi ssion.

Section 303. Election Results.--(a) Approval of the
consolidation or nmerger proposal shall be by a ngjority vote of
those voting in each of the nunicipalities. Such approval shal
be certified by the county board of elections to the
muni ci palities involved, the board or boards of county
commi ssioners and the Local Boundary Comm ssion.

(b) In case the electors of one or nore of the
muni ci palities involved in the consolidation or merger proposal
di sapprove such consolidation, the consolidation or nerger
proceedi ngs shall fail for the nmunicipality or nunicipalities
whi ch have di sapproved the proposal. If the electors of two or
nore of the municipalities proposed for consolidation or nerger
shal | approve the consolidation or nerger, but one or nore of
the municipalities shall fail to approve, the Local Boundary
Commi ssion may nmake a study of the feasibility of consolidation
or nerger of those nunicipalities approving the proposal, and in
its discretion may initiate a |local referendumfor the
consolidation or nmerger of such nunicipalities at the next
general or primary election but not |ess than sixty days after
t he Local Boundary Conmi ssion has submitted its study to the
| ocal governing bodies of the nunicipalities involved.

(c) Upon request of a governing body of a nmunicipality
approving the consolidation or merger, or upon petition of two
per cent of the registered electors within a nmunicipality
approving the consolidation or merger, the Local Boundary
Commi ssion shall make a study of the feasibility of
consolidation or nmerger of those municipalities approving the

pr oposal .
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Section 304. Odinances.--After consolidation or nmerger, the
ordi nances in force in each of the nmunicipalities may remain in
force throughout the territory for which they were originally
enacted for a period of one year follow ng the establishnent of
the new unit of | ocal governnent, during which the ordinances
shall be redrafted, anended and reenacted by the governi ng body
of the consolidated or nerged nunicipality.

Section 305. Jurisdiction.--(a) Upon favorable action by the
el ectorate on the proposed consolidation or nerger, the
governi ng bodi es of the nmunicipalities involved shall draw up a
j oi nt agreenent which shall set forth the nane of the
consolidated or nerged nunicipality, the nunber of wards, if
any, into which the consolidated or nerged nmunicipality is to be
divided, and the territorial boundaries of the consolidated or
merged nunicipality. It shall also set forth such terns as have
been agreed upon for the disposition of the assets, the
I i qui dation of indebtedness, and the paying off of sane by
separate rates of taxation on property subject to taxation,
wi thin the boundaries of the nmunicipalities, respectively. This
joint agreenent shall be filed in the court of comon pl eas,
with the Local Boundary Conmi ssion and with the Departnent of
Community Affairs. In the event the nunicipalities involved are
unabl e to reach an agreenent within ninety days after approval
of the consolidation or nmerger by referendum or within ninety
days after the effective date of this act where the approval of
t he consolidation or nerger by referendumwas prior to the
effective date of this act, the governing body of any
muni ci pality involved, or any elector of any nmunicipality
i nvol ved, may petition the court of common pleas for

determi nation. Where the territory to be consolidated or merged
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is located in two or nore counties, the court of conmon pl eas of
the county having a majority or plurality of the popul ation of
the nmunicipalities to be consolidated or nerged shall have
jurisdiction to settle the conflict over the agreenent.

(b) For county and institution district purposes, the
territory of the consolidated or nmerged municipality shall be
governed as part of the county and institution district in which
the territory is situated. Al counties in which territory
proposed for consolidation or nmerger is |ocated shall receive
official information fromthe board of county comm ssioners and
the court of common pleas of their respective counterparts.

Section 306. Establishnent of Consolidated or Merged
Muni cipality.--The new consolidated or nmerged nunicipality of
government shall be established on the first Tuesday after the
first Monday in January of the succeeding year follow ng the
muni ci pal el ection occurring at |east ninety days after the
joint agreenent was filed in the court of conmon pleas, at which
time the officers of the new consolidated or nerged nunicipality
of government shall be chosen in accordance with the | aws
regul ating the election of nunicipal officers of the particul ar
cl ass of | ocal governnent to which the new nunicipality bel ongs.
When the new consolidated or nmerged nunicipality of governnent
shall go into effect, the former nunicipalities of governnent
that were consolidated or nerged into the new rnunicipality shal
cease to exist. Al rights, privileges, property and franchi ses
of each of the municipalities consolidated or nerged, and al
debts due, shall attach to the new rnunicipality.

ARTI CLE 1V
ANNEXATI ON

Section 401. Proceedings. --Annexation of contiguous
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territory may be acconplished by action of the governing bodies
of the municipalities affected or by initiative and referendum

Section 402. Action by Governing Bodies.--Annexation may be
acconpl i shed by approval by each of the governing bodies of the
muni ci palities by ordinance. Annexation by this method shall be
deened final and shall becone effective on the date of the first
of ficial meeting of the governing body of the municipality to
whi ch the annexation is nmade.

Section 403. Content of O dinance.--Every ordi nance
provi ding for annexation shall set forth a description of the
territory to be annexed, and shall contain or have i ncl uded
thereto a certified plat or map showi ng the | ocation of al
public streets and roads, municipal inprovenents, and public
buil dings located in the territory proposed to be annexed.

Section 404. Filing of Ordinance.--Wthin fifteen days after
t he passage of an ordi nance for annexation, copies of the
ordi nance shall be submtted to the Secretary of the Departnent
of Conmmunity Affairs, to the Chairman of the Local Boundary
Commi ssion, and filed in the court of conmon pleas of the county
or counties in which the nunicipalities affected are | ocated.

Section 405. Initiative Petition.--A petitionto initiate
annexation shall contain the follow ng information:

(1) The nanes of the nmunicipalities involved in the proposed
annexation and the county or counties in which the
muni ci palities involved are | ocated.

(2) The area and boundaries of the territory proposed for
annexation, acconpanied by a certified plat or map delineating
the territory proposed for annexation and showi ng the | ocation
of all public streets and roads, municipal inprovenents, and

public buildings located in the territory proposed to be
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annexed.

(3) The nunber of inhabitants residing in the territory
proposed to be annexed.

(4) The assessed nmarket valuation and the estimted true
mar ket val ue of the territory proposed to be annexed as
certified by the board or boards of county comr ssioners.

(5) The assessed valuation and the estimted true market
value for the last preceding fiscal year of the entire
muni ci pality or nunicipalities in which the territory proposed
for annexation is |located as certified by the board or boards of
county conmm ssi oners.

(6) The amount of real property taxes |levied by the
muni ci pal ity upon real property in the |last preceding fiscal
year in the territory proposed for annexation as certified by
t he board or boards of county conm ssioners, and the total
anount of real estate taxes levied by each of the nmunicipalities
i nvol ved.

(7) The existing zoning of the area proposed to be annexed,
and the effect which an annexati on woul d have upon sai d zoni ng.

(8) The reasons which the petitioners desire the annexation
as proposed.

Section 406. Election Districts.--All election districts in
the territory annexed shall remain as constituted at the tine of
annexation, and shall beconme election districts in the
muni ci pality to which they were annexed until changed in
accordance with the act of June 3, 1937 (P. L. 1333), known as
t he "Pennsyl vani a El ecti on Code. "

Section 407. Adjustment of Property.--Follow ng any
detaching of territory, the governing body of the annexing

muni ci pality and the governing body of the municipality from
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which territory is detached shall make a just and proper

adj ustment of the public property owned by the nunicipality from
which territory is detached at the tine of such detachment. Such
property shall include, but shall not be limted to: equipnent,
funds, and indebtedness. In nmaki ng such adjustnment and
apportionment, the attaching nmunicipality and the nmunicipality
fromwhich territory is detached shall be entitl ed,

respectively, to share in a division of the property and

i ndebt edness in proportion that the market val ue, as determ ned
by the State Tax Equalizati on Board, of the detached portion of
the municipality fromwhich territory is detached bears to the
mar ket val ue, as so determ ned, of the entire municipality from
which territory is detached, imediately prior to the

det achnment; however, where indebtedness was incurred by the
muni ci pality fromwhich territory is detached for an inprovenent
| ocated wholly within the limts of the territory annexed by the
attaching nmunicipality, that indebtedness shall be assunmed by
the attaching municipality, and, where any part of the

i mprovenent is |located within the limts of such detached
territory, the part of such indebtedness representing the part
of the inprovenent |ocated within such detached territory shal
be assuned by the attaching municipality, and the adjustnment and
apportionment of any remai ning debt and public property of the
muni ci pality fromwhich territory is detached shall be nmade
accordingly. Such adjustnment and apportionnment shall be in
witing, duly executed and acknow edged by the clerk or
secretary of the attaching municipality and filed with the clerk
of the court of common pleas of the county or counties in which
the attaching municipality and the nmunicipality from which

territory is detached are | ocated; and, copies shall be filed
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with the Departnent of Community Affairs, the Local Boundary
Commi ssion and the board or boards of county conm ssioners of
the counties in which the nmunicipalities affected are | ocat ed.

Section 408. Judicial Adjustnent.--In case the governing
bodi es of the attaching municipality and the municipality from
which territory has been detached cannot, within six nonths
after the annexation becones effective, arrive at the
determ nation of the cost or value of the inprovenents, or of
t he adj ustnent of indebtedness and public property, the
governi ng body of either nunicipality nay appeal to the court of
common pleas of the county in which the nmunicipality from which
territory has been detached is |ocated. The court shall then
appoi nt a panel of three disinterested taxpayers who do not
reside in either nmunicipality. Said panel shall hold a hearing,
notice of which shall be given to the governing bodies of the
muni ci palities involved as the court shall direct, shall make
report to the court stating the cost and val ue of inprovenents
and make an apportionnent and adjustnent of all the property as
wel | as the indebtedness, if any, to and between the
muni ci palities involved. Such report shall state the amount, if
any, that shall be due and payable fromthe attaching
muni cipality to the nunicipality fromwhich territory has been
detached, or fromthe municipality fromwhich territory has been
detached to the attaching nmunicipality, as well as the anount of
i ndebt edness, if any, that shall be assuned by the attaching
muni ci pality or the nunicipality fromwhich territory has been
detached, or both of them

Section 409. Panel Report.--(a) The panel shall give the
attaching nunicipality and the nmunicipality fromwhich territory

was detached at |east five days notice of the filing of their
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report. Unless exceptions to the report are filed within thirty
days after the date the report is filed, the report shall be
confirmed absolutely by the court. Any sum awarded by the court
to the attaching nunicipality or to the nmunicipality from which
territory has been detached shall be a legal and valid claimin
its favor against the nunicipality charged therewith. Any
property, real or personal, given to the attaching nunicipality
or to the nunicipality fromwhich territory has been detached
shall becone its property. Any claimof indebtedness charged
agai nst the attaching municipality or the municipality from
which territory has been detached shall be paid within one year
fromthe date of confirmation absol ute.

(b) If exceptions are filed to the report of the panel, the
court shall dispose of sane and enter its decree or nodify the
same as to it appears just and proper.

Section 410. Conpensation and Expenses of Comm ssioners,
Costs.--The conmi ssioners shall be allowed such conpensati on and
expenses for their services as the court shall fix. The costs of
t he proceedi ngs, including the conpensation and expenses of the
commi ssioners, shall be paid by the annexing nunicipality.

Section 411. Collection of Taxes Levied Prior to
Annexation.--All taxes |evied against property in the territory
annexed prior to the effective date of the annexation shall be
paid to the municipality fromwhich territory has been detached
and the collection and enforcenent thereof shall be as though
t he annexation had not taken pl ace.

Section 412. Wards in Annexed Territory.--The governi ng body
of a municipality to which territory has been annexed, if
di vided into wards, shall annex such territory to an existing

ward or establish a new ward until the nunicipality is

19710S0382B0387 - 14 -



1 reapportioned.

2 ARTI CLE V

3 I NI TI ATl VE

4 Section 501. Proposal by Electors.--A referendumon the

5 question of consolidation or nerger, or annexation may be

6 initiated by electors of the nunicipality or by the Local

7 Boundary Conmi ssi on.

8 Section 502. Initiative Petition; Filing.--A petition

9 containing a proposal for referendumon the question of

10 consolidation or merger, or annexation, signed by electors

11 conprising five per cent of the nunber of electors voting for
12 the office of Governor in the |ast gubernatorial general

13 election, may be filed with the election officials at |east

14 ninety days prior to the next primary or general election.

15 The nane and address of the person filing the petition shal
16 be clearly stated on the petition.

17 Section 503. Review of Initiative Petition.--The election
18 officials shall reviewthe initiative petition as to the nunber
19 and qualification of signers. If the petition appears to be
20 defective, the election officials shall inmediately notify the
21 person filing the petition of the defect.
22 Section 504. Petition as Public Record.--The initiative
23 petition as submtted to the election officials along with the
24 list of signatories shall be open to public inspection in the
25 office of the election officials.
26 Section 505. Distribution of Petition.--Wen the election
27 officials find that the petition as submtted is in proper
28 order, they shall send copies of the initiative petition wthout
29 the signatures thereon to the governing body of the nunicipality

30 or nmunicipalities, to the Secretary of Comunity Affairs and to
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t he Chairman of the Local Boundary Comm ssion of the
Commonweal t h.

ARTI CLE VI

REFERENDUM

Section 601. Referendum Procedure.--(a) A referendumon the
guestion of consolidation or nerger or annexation shall be held
when aut hori zed by ordi nance of the governing body of a
muni ci pality or nunicipalities, or when initiated by electors,
or when initiated by the Local Boundary Conmm ssi on.

(b) The procedure for the referendum shall be governed by
the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333), known as the "Pennsyl vani a
El ecti on Code.™

(c) A nunicipality shall not be involved in nore than one
consolidation referendumat any primary or general election. The
first application or petition filed with a county board of
el ections shall prevail.

Section 602. Placing Question on Ballot.--Wen the election
officials find that the ordi nance authorized by the governing
body of the municipality or the initiative petition as submtted
by the electors neets the requirenments of this act, they shal
pl ace the proposal on the ballot in a manner fairly representing
the content of the ordinance or of the initiative petition for
deci sion by referendum at the proper el ection.

Section 603. Date of Election.--The election officials shal
set the date for the referendum and shall so notify the
governing body of the municipality at least thirty days prior to
such date.

Section 604. Public Notice of Referendum--At |least thirty
days' notice of the referendum shall be given by proclamati on of

t he mayor of the city, borough, or incorporated town, or the
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chai rman of the board of county conm ssioners, the president of
t he board of township comm ssioners, the chairman of the board
of township supervisors, as the case may be. A copy of such
procl amati on shall be posted at each polling place of the
muni ci pality on the day of the election, and shall be published
once in at | east one newspaper of general circulation in the
muni ci pality during the thirty-day period prior to the election.

Section 605. Limts of Referenda.--(a) A referendumon the
same question of boundary change shall not be submtted to the
el ectors nore often than once in five years.

(b) Wen an initiative petition or referendum ordi nance is
filed, the election officials shall ascertain that the question
has not been submtted to the electors within a period of five
years before the date of filing of the initiative petition or
ordi nance under consideration. If it is found that such an
initiative petition or ordi nance was so submtted, they shal
notify the person who filed the petition or the governing body
and refuse to place the question on the ballot.

Section 606. Approval.--Approval of a referendum for
consol idation, merger or boundary change shall be by a majority
vote of those voting in each nmunicipality affected.

Section 607. Results of Election.--The election officials
shall certify the results of the referendumto the governing
body or bodies, to the county board of commi ssioners and to the
Local Boundary Conmi ssi on.

ARTI CLE VI |
LOCAL BOUNDARY COWM SS| ON

Section 701. Local Boundary Comm ssion.--The Local Boundary

Conmmi ssi on of the Commonweal th shall be the Local Governnent

Commi ssion of the General Assenbly. The Chairman of the Local
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1 Boundary Commi ssion shall be the Chairnman of the Local

2 Government Conmi ssion. The Secretary of the Local Boundary

3 Conmmission shall be the Executive Director of the Loca

4 Government Conmi Ssion.

5 Section 702. Cooperation of Departnent of Conmunity

6 Affairs.--The Local Boundary Conm ssion nmay request the

7 Secretary of Community Affairs to designate, fromtime to tine,
8 nenbers of the staff of the Departnment of Conmunity Affairs to
9 assist the Local Boundary Comm ssion in conducting research,

10 nmaking surveys, keeping records, and providing information

11 relative to boundary changes throughout the Commonweal th. The
12 Secretary of Community Affairs shall, within the limts of the
13 appropriation to the Departnent of Community Affairs, conply
14 wth the request of the Local Boundary Conmm ssion.

15 Section 703. Powers and Duties of the Conmm ssion.--The

16 powers and duties of the Local Boundary Conm ssion shall be:

17 (1) To make studies relating to proposed | ocal boundary

18 <changes that are referred to it by the governing bodi es of

19 nunicipalities, or by a petition signed by at |east two per cent
20 of the registered electors of a nunicipality directly affected
21 by the proposed study and advise the nmunicipalities thereon, or
22 on its own initiative. The governing body of any municipality
23 may at any tinme request the Local Boundary Conm ssion of the
24 Comonweal th to make a study of any proposal for boundary change
25 affecting the municipality. Such a request nay al so be made
26 jointly by the governing bodies of all the nunicipalities
27 directly involved in such a proposal.
28 (2) To undertake |ong-range studies of |ocal boundary
29 problens in Pennsylvani a.
30 (3) To set up a systemof State and | ocal reporting and
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recordi ng of | ocal boundary changes, and of proposals relating
to | ocal boundary changes. No boundary change shall be
considered final until official copies of all ordinances,
petitions and pertinent election returns and other official
docunents relating to | ocal boundary changes are deposited with
t he Local Boundary Conmi ssion, the Departnent of Comunity
Affairs, and the court of conmon pl eas.

(4) To set standards for popul ation, area, organization and
services to be used as the basis for recomending | ocal and
State action relating to | ocal boundary changes.

(5) After making studies of boundary change proposals in
muni ci palities affected, to hold hearings in appropriate county
seats, to nake recommendations to nunicipalities, and, in the
di scretion of the Local Boundary Conmm ssion, to initiate
referenda for |ocal boundary changes.

ARTI CLE VI I |
REPEALS; EFFECTI VE DATE

Section 801. Specific Repeals.--The following acts and parts
of acts are repealed to the extent specified:

(1) Act of April 22, 1903 (P.L.247), entitled "An act
enabl i ng the burgess and council of any borough or incorporated
town, by ordinance, to annex to the borough or incorporated town
adj acent territory, upon petition of a majority of the freehold

owners thereof,"” absolutely.

(2) Act of April 28, 1903 (P.L.332), entitled "An act for
t he annexation of any city, borough, township, or part of a
township, to a contiguous city, and providing for the
i ndebt edness of the sanme,” absolutely.

(3) Act of February 7, 1906 (P.L.7), entitled "An act to

enable cities that are now, or may hereafter be, contiguous or
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in close proximty, to be united, with any intervening | and

ot her than boroughs, in one nmunicipality; providing for the
consequences of such consolidation, the tenporary governnent of
the consolidated city, paynent of the indebtedness of each of
the united territories, and the enforcenent of debts and clains
due to or fromeach," absolutely.

(4) Section 29, act of May 23, 1907 (P.L.206), entitled "An
act to regulate and inprove the civil service of the cities of
the second class in the Comonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a; naki ng
violations of its provisions to be m sdeneanors, and providing

penal ties for violations thereof,"” absolutely.

(5) Act of May 28, 1907 (P.L.295), entitled "A supplenent to
an act, entitled 'An act for the annexation of any city,
bor ough, township, or part of a township, to a contiguous city,
and providing for the indebtedness of the same,' approved the
twenty-ei ghth day of April, Anno Dom ni one thousand nine
hundred and three; to enable territory now annexed, or which may
hereafter be annexed under the provisions of said act, to be
arranged and erected into a ward, or wards, of the city to which
it is annexed; and providing the procedure for that purpose, and
for the proper representation of the ward or wards erected,”
absol utely.

(6) Act of June 1, 1907 (P.L.377), entitled "A supplenent to
an act, approved April twenty-eighth, one thousand nine hundred
three, entitled 'An act for the annexation of any city, borough,
townshi p, or part of a township, to a contiguous city, and
provi ding for the indebtedness of the sane;' providing for the
preservation of rights of creditors and of liens, and for
funding the debt of the municipality or school district

annexed, " absol utely.

19710S0382B0387 - 20 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

(7) Act of May 6, 1915 (P.L.260), entitled "A supplenent to
an act approved the seventh day of February, one thousand nine
hundred and six, entitled "An act to enable cities that are now
or may hereafter be contiguous or in close proximty, to be
united with any intervening |land, other than boroughs, in one
muni ci pality; providing for the consequences of such
consol idation, the tenporary governnment of the consolidated
city, paynment of the indebtedness of each of the united
territories, and the enforcement of debts and clains due to or
fromeach,' by providing that the indebtedness of each city and
intervening |land, heretofore or hereafter united or consolidated
under the provisions of said act, shall be paid by the
consolidated city, and for the levying of a uniformtax, upon
all the territory included within the consolidated city, for the
paynment of the same," absol utely.

(8) Act of May 6, 1915 (P.L.272), entitled "A supplenent to
an act, approved the twenty-eighth day of April, one thousand
nine hundred and three, entitled 'An act for the annexation of
any city, borough, township, or part of a township, to a
contiguous city, and providing for the indebtedness of the

same,' by providing that any city, heretofore or hereafter
enl arged by any annexation under the terns of said act, shall be
liable for and shall pay the indebtedness of such city and the
territory so annexed; and providing for the levying of a uniform
tax upon all the territory included within such city as enl arged
by such annexation, for the paynent of all such indebtedness,"
absol utely.

(9) Act of May 12, 1925 (P.L.596), entitled "An act

providing for the alteration of the boundaries of counties in

certain cases for the adjustnment of the indebtedness thereof;
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providing the effect thereof,"” absolutely.

(10) Sections 501, 502, 503, 504, 505, 506, 515, 516, 517,
518, 525, 526, 535, 536, 540, 541, 542, 543, 544, 545, 550, 551,
act of June 23, 1931 (P.L.932), known as "The Third Cass City
Code, " absol utely.

(11) Sections 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 216, 217, 218, 219,
225, 226, 227, 228, 235, act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206), known
as "The First Cass Townshi p Code," absolutely, and sections
302, 303, 304, 305, 306 and 307 in so far as inconsistent
herew t h.

(12) Sections 205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 210, 211, 211.1, 212,
213, 214, 215, 240, 308, act of May 1, 1933 (P.L.103), known as
"The Second C ass Township Code,"” and Article IIl in so far as
i nconsi stent herew th.

(13) Act of July 2, 1937 (P.L.2803), entitled "An act
provi ding a nmet hod of annexation of townships of the first
class, and parts thereof, to cities and boroughs, and regul ating
t he proceedi ngs pertaining thereto," absolutely.

(14) Act of June 15, 1939 (P.L.372), entitled "An act
affecting cities of the second class A authorizing the
annexati on of boroughs and townshi ps thereto under certain
conditions, and, in connection therewith, placing duties upon or
affecting courts of quarter sessions, county boards of
el ections, and officers of boroughs, townships, and cities of
the second class A, and providing for the paynent of the
i ndebt edness of the various territorial units involved,"
absol utely.

(15) Act of July 20, 1953 (P.L.550), entitled "An act
providing for and regul ating the annexation of parts of a second

cl ass townshi p to boroughs, cities and townships," absol utely.
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(16) Article I'll, act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723), known as
the "Second Class County Code,"” in so far as inconsistent
her ew t h.

(17) Article I'll, act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323), known as

1

2

3

4

5 "The County Code," in so far as inconsistent herewth.

6 (18) Articles Il and 1V, act of February 1, 1966 (P.L.1656),
7 known as "The Borough Code," absolutely, and sections 502, 503,
8 504, 505, 506 and 1010 in so far as inconsistent herewth.

9 Section 802. General Repeal. Al acts and parts of acts are
10 repealed in so far as they are inconsistent herewth.

11 Section 803. Applicability of Act.--The provisions of this
12 act shall apply to any nmunicipality wherein the el ectors have
13 voted in the affirmative to consolidate, nmerge or change

14 boundaries in accordance with the provisions of the second

15 paragraph of section 8 of Article I X of the Constitution of

16 Pennsyl vani a.

17 Secti on 804. Ef fective Date. This act shall take effect

18 imredi ately.
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