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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1717 35

I NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. CAPUTO, GEl SLER, MALADY, D. M DAVI S

GLEESON, FRANKENBURG, HUTCHI NSON, BURKARDT, DI NI NNI, STONE,
BELLOM NI, MANBECK, ZI MMERVAN AND VALI CENTI
NOVEMBER 29, 1971

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,

JUNE 6, 1972

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of October 27, 1955 (P.L.744), entitled, as

anended, "An act prohibiting certain practices of

di scrim nati on because of race, color, religious creed,
ancestry, age or national origin by enployers, enploynent
agenci es, | abor organi zations and others as herein defined;
creating the Pennsyl vania Human Rel ati ons Comm ssion in the
Depart ment of Labor and Industry; defining its functions,
powers and duties; providing for procedure and enforcenent;
providing for formulation of an educational programto
prevent prejudice; providing for judicial review and
enforcenent and i nposing penalties,” establishing a procedure
for the handling of conplaints concerning segregation or

di scrimnation in public schools AND further providing for <—
educat i onal prograrns.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

. . 3| i I -
SECTION 1. SECTION 8, ACT OF OCTOBER 27, 1955 (P.L.744), <—

KNOWN AS THE " PENNSYLVANI A HUVAN RELATI ONS ACT, " | S AMENDED BY
ADDI NG A PARAGRAPH TO READ

Section 8. Educational Program --

* * %
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Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provisions of this section or of

this act, the conmmi ssion shall not issue any order which results

in any pupil being assigned to any school other than the one of

the proper grade | evel closest to his hone.

Section - 2. The act ef—OCctober 2741955 (P L-744)r—known
as—the—"Pennsytvania—Huran—Relations—Aet+—— i s anmended by addi ng

a section to read:

Secti on 9. 2. Procedure in School Conplaint.--(a) Any

i ndi vidual claimng to be aggrieved by an all eged situati on of

segregation or discrimnation in a public school system nay

make, sign and file with the Conm ssion a verified conplaint in

witing which shall state the nane and address of the district

concerned, and the particulars thereof and such ot her

i nformati on as may be required by the Conni ssion. The Conmi ssi on

or the Attorney General, may upon its or his own initiative file

such a conpl ai nt.

(b)Y After the filing of a conpl aint, whenever there is

reason to believe that such a practice has been commtted, the

Conmmi ssion shall, after i mmediate notification of the district

concerned, nmake a pronpt investi gati on.

(c) The Conmmi ssion shall initially make a determ nati on that

the quality of education offered in the district is inferior as

to certain students, and that the quality would be raised if the

al |l eged discrimnati on or segregation could be elimnated. |If no

such finding can be made, the Conmmi ssion shall term nate the

proceedi ng at that point.

(d) |If the Conm ssion finds that a situati on of

di scrinmnation or seqregation exists and al so nakes the

aforesaid finding as to the quality of education it shal

initiate a conference, or a series of conferences, with the
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school board of the district concerned to di scuss the said

(e) Upon notice to the school board by the Conm ssion that

the situati on cannot be resolved at the said conferences by the

gi ving of satisfactory assurances by the school board, the

Commi ssi on shall schedul e a hearing or such nunber of hearings

as the school board shall determ ne upon at |least thirty days'

notice to be held in the district upon the substance of the

conpl ai nt and the solution of the problem The board, parents'

organi zati ons, conmunity organi zati ons, and i ndivi dual parents

and citizens of the district shall be entitled to be heard at

t he sai d heari ng.

(f) After the said hearing or hearings which shall not

exceed six nonths in duration, the Conni ssion may order <—

RECOMVEND i npl enentation of a plan to end the said <—

di scrimnati on or seqregation, provided that it nakes the

foll ow ng findings:

(1) The finding as to the | evel of education required in

subsection (c) supra.

(2) A finding that de facto segregati on or discrimnation

exi sts.

)y (G No plan shall be nade nmandatory. wthinltless—than <—

) (H) Nothing herein shall preclude voluntary prograns on <—
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the part of |ocal school districts.

Ha- (1) Nothing herein shall authorize the busing of pupils <—

fromone school district to another school district.
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