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AN ACT 

1 Amending the act of April 29, 1959 (P. L. 58), entitled "An act 
2 consolidating and revising the Vehicle code, the Tractor 
3 Code, the Motor Vehicle Financial Responsibility Act and 
4 other acts relating to the ownership, possession and use of , 
5 vehicles and tractors," further prohibiting the abandonment 
6 and stripping of vehicles and providing for penalties. 

7 The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

8 hereby enacts as follows: 

9 section 1. The.definition of "abandoned motor vehicle" in 

10 section 102, and sections 1042, 1043, 1222.1 and 1222.2 and 

11 subsection (a) of section 1222.3, act of April 29, 1959 (P. L. 

12 58), known as "The Vehicle Code," added or amended July 31, 1968 

13 (Act No. 263), are amended are amended to read: 

14 Section 102. Definitions.--The following words and phrases 

15 when used in this act shall, for the purpose of this act, have' 

16 the following meanings, respectively, except in those instances 

17 where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

18 "Abandoned Motor Vehicle."--(1) [Except in cities of the 

19 second class, a] ! motor vehicle that is inoperable and is left 



1 unattended on public property for more than ninety-six (96) 

2 hours or; (2) a motor vehicle that has remained illegally on 

3 public property for a period of more than ninety-six (96) hours 

4 or; (3) a motor vehicle that has remained on private property 

5 without the consent of the owner or person in control of the 

6 property for more than ninety-six (96) hours: Provided, That 

7 vehicles and equipment used or to be used in construction, or 

8 the operation or maintenance of public utility facilities and 

9 which are,left in a manner which does not interfere with the 

10 normal movement of traffic shall not be considered abandoned 

11 vehicles for the purposes of this act. 

12 * * * 
13 Section 1042. Abandonment of Vehicles prohibited.--[In 

14 cities of the second class, it] !i shall be unlawful for any 

15 person to abandon a vehicle on or along any highway or on 

16 oroperty other than his own except where the property is a junk 

17 or scrap yard. A vehicle which has remained on such property 

18 'without the consent of the owner or on or along any highway for 

19 a perion exceeding thirty (30) ~~ys sh~ll be orim~ f~cie 

20 evidence of such ab~n~onment: Proviaed, rh~t vehi~les ana 

?1 equipment used or to be used in ~onstruction, or the oper~tion 

22 or ~~inten~n~e of public utility facilities ana which ~re left 

23 in ~ manner whic~ does not interfere with the norm~l movement of 

74 tr~,fi~ sh~ll not be con~iaered ~~~ndone~ vehicles for the 

25 ourposes of this section. 

26 Pp.n~lty.--Any oarson viol~tin~ any of the provisions of this 

21 se~tion, shall. noon snmm~rv conviction before ~ m~qistr~te. be 

28 senten=e1 to o~v a finp. o~ onp hundred dollars ($100.00) ana 

2Q costs of orose=ution. ana. in aef~ult of payment thereo~. sh~ll 

30 unaorgo imorisonment for not more than twenty (20) a~ys. 
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1 Section 10113. Ab"ndonment '!!!!.~L~iE.iE£!.!!.~ of Motor Vehicle 

2 Prohibited.--rPxcept in cities of the second class, it1 l~L __ Ii 

3 shall be unl"wful for any person to abandou a mot~r vehicle as 

II defined in the definition of "Abandoned ~otor Vehicles" in 
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section 102 Of this act. 

Penalty.--Any person violatin~ anv of the provisions of this 

(sectionl ~~~~£i!.~!!., shall, upon summary conviction before a 

macristrate, be sentenced to pay a fine of twenty-five dollars 

(<<25.00) and costs of prosecution, and, in default of nayment 

thereof, shall un~erqo imprison~ent for not more than five (5) 

days. 

J2L--I!_~~~!!_Q~_~!!.!~!!~!_fQE._~!!.!_£~E.~~!!._i2-E.~!Q!~_i~~ 

E.egi~iEat!.Q!!._£!~i~~_!E.Q~_~_~QiQE._!~~i£le_ih~i_!.~_i!!'Q£~E.!!Q!~_~!!'~ 

!~~!~_i!_~i~!!.1i!!.g_2!!'_QE._~1Q!!.g_~!!.!_~i~~~~Yi_~!!.~L_ii-~t~!!_Q~ 

~!~~ful fQE._~!!.!_£~E.~Q!!.L_~!£~pt_ih~-2~~E._~E._~i~_~g~!!.iL_QE._~~ 

Qi~~E.~!.~_£E.Q!i~~~_2Y_i~i~_~£i_tQ_E.~~2!~_~!!.y_~E.i-Qf_~!!. 

~ba!!'~Q!!'~~!QtQE._!~hi£!~QE._~_!QtQE._y~ti£!~_t~~i_i~_i!!'Q£~E.~i!.!~ 

~i+~Q!!.t a_E.~g!.~tE.~iiQ~_£lat~_~!!.~_2ta!!.~i!!.g_Q!!._or_~!Q!!.g_~!!.! 

higg~~:._ 

Pe!!.alty~=!!!.y_~rsQ!!' violati~ the provisions of this 

subsection, shallL-!!2Q!!._2~!!!~E.Lconvictio~for ttt . .fi!:2t , " 

offense, be ~entenced to pay a fine of two hundred dollars 

(~200.00) and costs of prosecution, and, in default of payment

thereof, shall undergo imprisonment for not more than thirty 

(30) days; and, for the second or subsequent offense, be 

sentenced to pay a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00) and 

costs of prosecution, and, in default of payment thereof, shall 

28 undergo imprisonment for not more than sixty (GO) days. Upon . '. 

29 conviction for the offense for the first time, the secretary' 

30 shall revoke the operating privileges of the person convicted ,..; 
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1 for a period of two {21 years and upon conviction of the offense 

2 for a second or subsequent time, for a period of five {51 years. 

3 Section 1222.1. Authority to Take Possession of Abandoned 

4 Motor Vehicles.--[Except in cities of the second class, al A 

5 salvor may, upon the written request of a police department, 

6 take possession of and tow to his storage facility any motor 

7 vehicle found abandoned within the meaning of section 102 of 

8 this act. The written request of the police department shall 

9 contain a statement whether said motor vehicle is valueless 

10 except as" junk. 

11 Section 1222.2. Disposition of Valueless Abandoned Motor 

12 Vehicles.--[Except in cities of the second class, a] ! salvor 

13 who takes possession of any abandoned motor vehicle pursuant to 

14 section 1222.1 of this act shall report to the department within 

15 twenty-four (24) hours the make, model~ manufacturer's serial 

16 number and registration plate number of the abandoned motor 

17 vehicle, the name and address of the owner or person abandoning 

18 same, if known. The report shall include a copy of the police 

19 department's written request and statement whether said motor 

20 vehicle is valueless except for junk. Where said statement 

21 indicates the motor vehicle is valueless except for junk salvor 

22 shall include a written request for the issuance of a 

23 certificate of junk. The secretary shall issue to salvor a 

24 certificate of junk for any abandoned motor vehicle where the 

25 statement of the police department indicates said motor vehicle 

26 is valueless except for junk upon compliance with section 1222.3 

27 of this act. Said certificate of junk may not be issued by the 

28 secretary until" at least forty (40) days after the date of 

29 mailing the notice to the owner and lien holder as set forth in 

30 section 1222.3. An issuance by the secretary of a certificate of 
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1 junk to the salvor where the motor vehicle is valueless except 

2 as junk, shall operate as a divestiture of all rights, title and 

3 interest in the vehicle of the owner and all lien holders. 

4 Section 1222.3. Notification of Owner and Lien Holders of 

5 Abandoned Hotor VehiclesJ--(a) [Except in cities of the second 

6 class, the] The secretary, upon receipt from the salvor of 

7 notice that the salvor has taken possession of an abandoned 

8 motor vehicle, pursuant to sections 1222.1 and 1222.2 of this 

9 act shall notify, by certified mail, return receipt reguested, 

10 the last known registered owner of the motor vehicle and all 

11 lien holders of record that the vehicle has been found to be 

12 abandoned. The notice shall describe th-e make, model, 

13 manufacturer's serial number and registration plate number of 

14 the abandoned motor vehicle, state the location where the motor 

15 vehicle is being held, inform the owner and any lien holders of 

16 their right to reclaim the motor vehicle within thirty (30) days 

17 after the date of notice at the place where being held by the 

18 salvor, upon payment of all towing and storage charges resulting 

19 from placing the motor vehicle at the salvor's facility, and the 

20 fee reguired by subsection (d) of this section, and'state that' 

21 the failure of the owner or lien holder to reclaim the vehicle 

22 shall be deemed a consent by the owner and all lien holders to 

23 the destruction, sale or other disposition of the abandoned 

24 motor vehicle. The secretary or his designee shall, after the 

25 expiration of thirty (30) days from the date of notice sent by 

26 certified mail to the registered owner and all lien holders of 

27 record and upon receipt of a written statement from the salvor 

28 that the abandoned motor vehicle'has not been reclaimed by the 

29 

30 

owner or lien holder within said thirty (30) day period, 

authorize the salvor to dispose of the abandoned vehicle in 
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1 accordance with the provisions of this act. 

2 * * * 
3 Section 2. Subsection (f) of section 1222.3 of the act is 

4 repealed. 

5 Section 3. Section 1222.4, subsection (a) of section 1222.5 

6 and subsections (a) and (b) of section 1222.6 of the act, added 

7 July 31, 1968 (Act No. 263), are amended to read: 

8 Section 1222.4. Disposition of Abandoned Motor Vehicles with 

9 Value.--[Except in cities of the secon~ class, if] If an 

10 abandoned motor vehicle having value has not been reclaimed as 

11 provided in section 1222.3 of this act, the salvor shall sell 

12 the abandoned motor vehicle at a public auction. The purchaser 

13 of the motor vehicle shall take title thereto, free and clear of 
, 

14 all liens and claims of ownership, shall receive a sales receipt 

15 from the salvor and shall be entitled to register the vehicle 

16 and receive a certificate of title. From the proceeds of the 

17 sale of such abandoned motor vehicle, the salvor shall be 

18 reimbursed for the costs of towing, storage, notice and 

19 publication costs and expenses of auction. Any remainder from 

20 the proceeds of a sale shall be held for the owner of the 

21 vehicle or record lien holder for sixty (60) days from the date 

22 of sale and shall then be deposited with the department. 

23 Section 1222.5. Disposal to Salvors.--(a) [Except in cities 

24 of the second class, any] Any person, firm, corporation or unit 

25 of government upon whose property or in whose possession is 

26 found any abandoned motor vehicle, or any person being the owner 

27 of a motor vehicle whose title certificate is faulty, lost or 

28 destroyed, may apply to the police department of the 

29 jurisdiction in which the vehicle is situated for authority to 

30 transfer the motor vehicle to a salvor. 
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1 * * * 
2 Section 1222.6. Payment and Reimbursement.--(a) [Except in 

3 cities of the second class, upon] Upon receipt of evidence that 

4 a salvor has removed an abandoned motor vehicle upon the request 

5 of a police department, the city, incorporated town, borough or 

6 township from which said vehicle was removed shall pay to the 

7 salvor fifteen dollars ($15.00) for the expenses incurred in the 

8 removal and towing of the abandoned vehicle. 

9 (b) The city [of the first class, second class A or third 

10 class], incorporated town, borough or township shall be 

11 reimbursed by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in the amount of 

12 ten dollars ($10.00) upon proof submitted to the secretary that 

13 it has paid a salvor for the removal of any abandoned motor 

14 vehicle. 

15 * * * 
16 Section 4. Saasee~isft (e) sf se6~isft 1222.~ sf ~he a6~ is <--

17 £e~eale~. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY. <--
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