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hereby  e n a c t s  a s  follows: 

S e c t i o n  1. Definitions.--As used i n  t h i s  act: 

19  (a) "Bank or s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t y n  means a f a c i l i t y  l i c e n s e d ,  

20 a c c r e d i t e d ,  o r  approved under  t h e  laws of any  s ta te  for  s t o r a g e  

21 of human b o d i e s  o r  p a r t s  t h e r e o f .  

2 2 (b) nDecedentn means a deceased  i n d i v i d u a l  and i n c l u d e s  a 

23  s t i l l b o r n  i n f a n t  or f e t u s .  



(c )  "Donorqw means a n  i n d i v i d u a l  who makes a  g i f t  o f  a l l  o r  

p a r t  of h i s  body. 

(d) n H o s p i t a l w  means a h o s p i t a l  l i c e n s e d ,  a c c r e d i t e d ,  o r  

a p p r o v e d  u n d e r  t h e  laws o f  a n y  s t a t e ;  i n c l u d e s  a h o s p i t a l  

o p e r a t e d  by t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Government, a  s t a t e ,  o r  a 

s u b d i v i s i o n  t h e r e o f ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  

s t a t e  laws .  

(e)  # * P a r t m  means o r g a n s ,  t i s s u e s ,  e y e s ,  bones ,  a r t e r i e s ,  

b lood ,  o t h e r  f l u i d s  and  a n y  o t h e r  p o r t i o n s  o f  a  human body. 

( f )  **Person'* means an  i n d i v i d u a l ,  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  government  o r  

g o v e r n m e n t a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  o r  agency ,  b u s i n e s s  t r u s t ,  estate, 

t r u s t ,  p a r t n e r s h i p  o r  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  o r  any o t h e r  l e g a l  e n t i t y .  

(g) *tPhysiciann* o r  " surgeon"  means a p h y s i c i a n  o r  s u r g e o n  

l i c e n s e d  o r  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  u n d e r  t h e  laws o f  a n y  s t a t e .  

(h) " S t a t e w  i n c l u d e s  a n y  s t a t e ,  d i s t r i c t ,  commonwealth, 

t e r r i t o r y ,  i n s u l a r  p o s s e s s i o n ,  and  a n y  o t h e r  area s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  

l e g i s l a t i v e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  ~ n i k e d  S t a t e s  o f  America. 

( i )  "Board*' means t h e  A n a t o m i c a l  Board o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

P e n n s y l v a n i a  c r e a t e d  by t h e  ac t  o f  J u n e  13, 1883 (P. L. 1 1 9 ) ,  

e n t i t l e d  "An act  f o r  t h e  p romot ion  o f  m e d i c a l  s c i e n c e  by t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  and  u s e  of  unc la imed  human b o d i e s  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  

p u r p o s e s  t h r o u g h  a b o a r d  c r e a t e d  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e  and  t o  p r e v e n t  

u n a u t h o r i z e d  u s e s  and  t r a f f i c  i n  human bodies ."  

S e c t i o n  2. P e r s o n s  Who Hay E x e c u t e  a n  Ana tomica l  Gift .--(a)  
( 

Any i n d i v i d u a l  of  s o u n d  mind and  twenty-one y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  more 

may g i v e  a l l  o r  a n y  p a r t  o f  h i s  body f o r  a n y  p u r p o s e  s p e c i f i e d  

i n  s e c t i o n  3, t h e  g i f t  t o  t a k e  e f f e c t  upon d e a t h .  A GIFT OP THE <-- 

WHOLE BODY SHALL BE I N V A L I D  UNLESS MADE I N  W R I T I N G  AT LEAST 

FIFTEEN DAYS PRIOR TO THE DATE OF DEATH. 

(b) Any o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s ,  i n  o r d e r  o f  p r i o r i t y  
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s t a t e d ,  when p e r s o n s  i n  p r i o r  classes are n o t  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  

t i m e  of  d e a t h ,  and  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  of  a c t u a l  n o t i c e  o f  c o n t r a r y  

i n d i c a t i o n s  by t h e  d e c e d e n t  o r  a c t u a l  n o t i c e  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  by a 

member of t h e  same o r  a  p r i o r  class, may g i v e  a l l  o r  any  p a r t  o f  

t h e  d e c e d e n t ' s  body f o r  any  p u r p o s e  s p e c i f i e d  i n  s e c t i o n  3: 

(1) t h e  s p o u s e ,  

(2) an  a d u l t  s o n  o r  d a u g h t e r ,  

(3) e i t h e r  p a r e n t ,  

(4)  an  a d u l t  b r o t h e r  o r  sister, 

(5) a g u a r d i a n  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  t h e  d e c e d e n t  a t  t h e  time o f  

h i s  d e a t h ,  

(6) any o t h e r  p e r s o n  a u t h o r i z e d  o r  u n d e r  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  

d i s p o s e  o f  t h e  body. 

( c )  I f  t h e  donee  h a s  a c t u a l  n o t i c e  o f  c o n t r a r y  i n d i c a t i o n s  

by t h e  d e c e d e n t  o r  t h a t  a g i f t  by a member o f  a c l a s s  i s  opposed  

by a member o f  t h e  same o r  a p r i o r  c l a s s ,  t h e  donee  s h a l l  n o t  

a c c e p t  t h e  g i f t .  The p e r s o n s  a u t h o r i z e d  by s u b s e c t i o n  (b) may 

make t h e  g i f t  a f t e r  o r  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  d e a t h .  

(d) A g i f t  o f  a l l  o r  p a r t  of a body a u t h o r i z e s  a n y  

e x a m i n a t i o n  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a s s u r e  m e d i c a l  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

g i f t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  i n t e n d e d -  

(e) The r i g h t s  o f  t h e  donee  c r e a t e d  by t h e  g i f t  are 

paramount  t o  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  o t h e r s  e x c e p t  a s  p r o v i d e d  by s e c t i o n  

7 (dl - 
S e c t i o n  3. P e r s o n s  Who May Become Donees; P u r p o s e s  f o r  Which 

Ana tomica l  G i f t s  Bay B e  made.--The f o l l o w i n g  p e r s o n s  may become 

d o n e e s  o f  g i f t s  o f  b o d i e s  o r  p a r t s  t h e r e o f  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  

s t a t e d :  

(1) any h o s p i t a l ,  s u r g e o n ,  o r  p h y s i c i a n ,  f o r  m e d i c a l  o r  

d e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  r e s e a r c h ,  advancement  o f  m e d i c a l  o r  d e n t a l  
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1 s c i e n c e ,  t h e r a p y ,  o r  t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n ;  o r  

2 (2) any a c c r e d i t e d  medica l  o r  d e n t a l  s choo l ,  c o l l e g e  o r  

3 u n i v e r s i t y  f o r  educa t ion ,  r e s e a r c h ,  advancement o f  medica l  o r  

4 d e n t a l  s c i e n c e ,  o r  t he rapy ;  o r  

5 (3) any bank o r  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t y ,  f o r  medica l  o r  d e n t a l  

6 e d u c a t i o n ,  r e s e a r c h ,  advancement o f  medical  o r  d e n t a l  s c i e n c e ,  

7 t he rapy ,  o r  t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n ;  o r  

8 (4) any s p e c i f i e d  i n d i v i d u a l  f o r  t h e r a p y  o r  t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  

9 needed by him; o r  

10 (5) t h e  board. 

11  S e c t i o n  4, Hanner o f  Execut ing  Anatomical Gif ts , - - (a)  A g i f t  

12 of  a l l  o r  p a r t  of t h e  body under  s e c t i o n  2(a)  o f  t h i s  a c t  may be 

1 3  made by w i l l ,  The g i f t  becomes e f f e c t i v e  upon t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  

14 t e s t a t o r  w i thou t  w a i t i n g  f o r  probate ,  I f  t h e  w i l l  is n o t  

1 5  probated ,  o r  if it is d e c l a r e d  i n v a l i d  f o r  t e s t a m e n t a r y  

16 purposes ,  t h e  g i f t ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  it h a s  been a c t e d  upon i n  

17 good f a i t h ,  i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  v a l i d  and e f f e c t i v e .  

18  (b) A g i f t  o f  a l l  o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  body under  s e c t i o n  2 ( a )  may 

19 a l s o  be made by document o t h e r  t h a n  a w i l l -  The g i f t  becomes 

20 e f f e c t i v e  upon t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  donor,  The document, which may 

21 be  a c a r d  des igned  t o  be  c a r r i e d  on t h e  person ,  must b e  s i g n e d  

22 by t h e  donor i n  t h e  p re sence  of  two w i t n e s s e s  who must s i g n  t h e  

23 document i n  h i s  presence.  I f  t h e  donor I S  HENTALLY <-- 

24 COMPETENT TO SIGNIFY HIS DESIRE TO SIGN THE DOCUHENT BUT I S  

25 PHYSICALLY UNABLE TO DO SO, t h e  document may be s i g n e d  f o r  him 

26 BY ANOTHER a t  h i s  d i r e c t i o n  and i n  h i s  p re sence  i n  t h e  p re sence  <-- 

27 o f  two w i t n e s s e s  who must s i g n  t h e  document i n  h i s  presence ,  

28 D e l i v e r y  o f  t h e  document o f  g i f t  d u r i n g  t h e  donor ' s  l i f e t i m e  is 

29 n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  make t h e  g i f t  v a l i d ,  

30 (c) The g i f t  may be  made t o  a s p e c i f i e d  donee o r  w i thou t  
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s p e c i f y i n g  a donee, I f  t h e  latter,  t h e  g i f t  may be  a c c e p t e d  by 

t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  as donee upon o r  f o l l o v i n g  dea th ,  I f  t h e  

g i f t  is made t o  a s p e c i f i e d  donee who is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  

t i m e  and  p l a c e  o f  dea th ,  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  upon o r  

f o l l o v i n g  dea th ,  i n  t h e  absence  of any  expres sed  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  

t h e  donor  d e s i r e d  o t h e r v i s e ,  may a c c e p t  t h e  g i f t  as donee, The 

p h y s i c i a n  who becomes a donee under  t h i s  s u b s e c t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  p rocedures  f o r  removing o r  t r a n s p l a n t i n g  a 

p a r t ,  

(d) N o t v i t h s t a n d i n g  s e c t i o n  7 (b) , t h e  donor may d e s i g n a t e  i n  

h i s  v i l l ,  c a rd ,  o r  o t h e r  document o f  g i f t  t h e  surgeon o r  

p h y s i c i a n  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  procedures ,  I n  t h e  

absence  o f  a d e s i g n a t i o n  o r  i f  t h e  d e s i g n e e  is n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  

t h e  donee o r  o t h e r  person  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  g i f t  may 

employ o r  a u t h o r i z e  any surgeon o r  p h y s i c i a n  f o r  t h e  purpose, 

(e )  Any g i f t  by a  person  d e s i g n a t e d  i n  s e c t i o n  2 (b) s h a l l  be  

made by a  document s i g n e d  by him o r  made by h i s  t e l e g r a p h i c ,  

r eco rded  t e l e p h o n i c ,  o r  o t h e r  r eco rded  message, 

S e c t i o n  5, D e l i v e r y  o f  Document o f  Gift.--If t h e  g i f t  is 

made by t h e  donor t o  a s p e c i f i e d  donee, t h e  w i l l ,  c a r d ,  o r  o t h e r  

document, o r  a n  execu ted  copy t h e r e o f ,  may be d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  

donee t o  e x p e d i t e  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p rocedures  immedia te ly  a f t e r  

dea th ,  De l ive ry  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of  t h e  g i f t .  

The w i l l ,  c a r d ,  o r  o t h e r  document, o r  an  execu ted  copy t h e r e o f ,  

may b e  d e p o s i t e d  i n  any h o s p i t a l ,  bank o r  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t y  o r  

r e g i s t r y  o f f i c e  t h a t  a c c e p t s  it f o r  s a f e k e e p i n g  o r  f o r  

f a c i l i t a t i o n  o f  p rocedures  z f t e r  dea th ,  On r e q u e s t  o f  any 

i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y  upon o r  a f t e r  t h e  donor ' s  d e a t h  t h e  person  i n  

p o s s e s s i o n  s h a l l  p roduce  t h e  document f o r  examinat ion ,  

S e c t i o n  6, Amendment o r  Revocat ion  o f  t h e  Gif t , - - (a)  I f  t h e  
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w i l l ,  c a r d ,  o r  o t h e r  document  o r  e x e c u t e d  copy t h e r e o f ,  h a s  been 

d e l i v e r e d  t o  a s p e c i f i e d  donee,  t h e  donor  may amend o r  r e v o k e  

t h e  g i f t  by: 

(1) t h e  e x e c u t i o n  a n d  d e l i v e r y  t o  t h e  donee  o f  a  s i g n e d  

s t a t e m e n t ,  o r  

(2) a n  o r a l  s t a t e m e n t  made i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  two  p e r s o n s  

a n d  communicated t o  t h e  donee,  or 

(3) a s t a t e m e n t  d u r i n g  a t e r m i n a l  i l l n e s s  o r  i n j u r y  

a d d r e s s e d  t o  a n  a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  and  communicated t o  t h e  

donee,  o r  

(4) a s i g n e d  c a r d  o r  document f o u n d  on h i s  p e r s o n  o r  i n  h i s  

effects, 

(b) Any document o f  g i f t  which h a s  n o t  been d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  

donee  may be  r e v o k e d  b y  t h e  d o n o r  i n  t h e  manner set o u t  i n  

s u b s e c t i o n  ( a ) ,  o r  by d e s t r u c t i o n ,  c a n c e l l a t i o n ,  o r  m u t i l a t i o n  

o f  t h e  document a n d  a l l  e x e c u t e d  c o p i e s  t h e r e o f .  

(c) Any g i f t  made by a w i l l  may a l s o  be amended o r  r e v o k e d  

i n  t h e  manner p r o v i d e d  for amendment o r  r e v o c a t i o n  o f  w i l l s ,  o r  

a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  s u b s e c t i o n  (a)  . 
S e c t i o n  7. R i g h t s  and  D u t i e s  a t  Death,--(a)  The donee  may 

a c c e p t  o r  reject t h e  g i f t .  I f  t h e  d o n e e  a c c e p t s  a  g i f t  o f  t h e  

e n t i r e  body, h e  SHALL s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  terms o f  t h e  g i f t ,  <-- 

a u t h o r i z e  embalming a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  body i n  f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e s  

i f  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e  o r  n e x t  o f  k i n  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  i n  s e c t i o n  

2 ( b )  r e q u e s t s  embalming a n d  u s e  o f  t h e  body f o r  f u n e r a l  

s e r v i c e s .  I f  t h e  g i f t  is o f  a p a r t  o f  t h e  body, t h e  donee,  upon 

t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  d o n o r  a n d  p r i o r  t o  embalming, s h a l l  c a u s e  t h e  

p a r t  t o  b e  removed w i t h o u t  u n n e c e s s a r y  m u t i l a t i o n .  A f t e r  r e m o v a l  

of t h e  p a r t ,  c u s t o d y  of t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  body v e s t s  i n  t h e  

s u r v i v i n g  s p o u s e ,  n e x t  o f  k i n ,  o r  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  u n d e r  o b l i g a t i o n  



t o  d i s p o s e  o f  t h e  body. 

(b) The t i m e  o f  d e a t h  s h a l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  a p h y s i c i a n  who 

t e n d s  t h e  d o n o r  a t  h i s  d e a t h ,  o r ,  i f  none, t h e  p h y s i c i a n  who 

cert i f ies  t h e  d e a t h ,  The p h y s i c i a n  who cer t i f ies  d e a t h  o r  a n y  o£  

h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p a r t n e r s  o r  a s s o c i a t e s  s h a l l  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  removing  o r  t r a n s p l a n t i n g  a p a r t .  

( c )  A p e r s o n  who ac t s  i n  good f a i t h  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  terms 

o f  t h i s  ac t  o r  w i t h  t h e  a n a t o m i c a l  g i f t  laws o f  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  o r  

a f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y  is  n o t  l i a b l e  f o r  damages i n  any  c i v i l  a c t i o n  

o r  s u b j e c t  t o  p r o s e c u t i o n  i n  a n y  c r i m i n a l  p r o c e e d i n g  f o r  h i s  

a c t .  

(d) The p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  act are s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  l a w s  o f  

t h i s  S t a t e  p r e s c r i b i n g  powers  and  d u t i e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  

a u t o p s i e s .  

S e c t i o n  8. U n i f o r m i t y  o f  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n . - - T h i s  act  s h a l l  b e  

s o  c o n s t r u e d  as  t o  e f f e c t u a t e  its g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e  t o  make 

u n i f o r m  t h e  l aw o f  t h o s e  s ta tes  d h i c h  e n a c t  it. 

S e c t i o n  9. S h o r t  T i t l e . - - T h i s  ac t  s h a l l  be  known and  may be  

c i t e d  a s  t h e  "Unifo.rm Ana tomica l  G i f t  A c t . "  

S e c t i o n  1.0. Repeal.--The act  o f  November 30, 1959 (P. I.. 

1617) .  e n t i t l e d  "An act p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  c a r r y i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  

d i r e c t i o n s  o f  any p e r s o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  any  

p a r t  o f  h i s  r e m a i n s  t o  an  e y e  bank o r  body p a r t  bank," is h e r e b y  

r e p e a l e d ,  A l l  o t h e r  ac t s  o r  p a r t s  o f  acts  are r e p e a l e d  i n  s o  f a r  

a s  t h e y  a r e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  h e r e w i t h .  

S e c t i o n  11. E f f e c t i v e  Date.--This a c t  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  

J a n u a r y  1, 1970. 


