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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1459 =3

I NTRODUCED BY SALVATORE, WOZNI AK, FUMO, TARTAGLI ONE, LEMMOND
KUKOVI CH, SLOCUM AND MJUSTO, JUNE 1, 1998

REFERRED TO CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE
JUNE 1, 1998
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AN ACT

Regul ating activity around overhead high voltage |lines; and
providing for violation and enforcenent.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) Each year accidents occur throughout this
Commonweal th i nvol ving i nadvertent contact with overhead
electric lines. These accidents involve both direct human
contact as well as contact by tools, material, various
obj ects, mechani cal equi pnent or the |oads carried by that
equi pnment .

(2) Such contact accidents have a significant potenti al
for resulting in serious, often fatal, bodily injury as well
as substantial property damage.

(3) The Commonweal th has experienced considerabl e
success in averting contact accidents involving underground
utility lines through the enactnent of "one call" |egislation
whi ch requires advance notice to utility Iine owners of

i nt ended excavation activity in proximty to those |ines and
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further requires the owners to undertake appropri ate neasures

bef ore excavati on nay be conmmenced.

(4) Approximately 26 states have enacted | egislation
with respect to overhead electric Iines which, in addition to
prescri bi ng safe cl earance di stances, nandates that, where
work or activity will or may occur in closer proximty than
the prescribed distances, advance notice nust be given to the
overhead |ine owner and appropriate precautionary mneasures
taken prior to comencenent of any work or activity.

(5) The safety of workers and the public in this
Commonweal th will be enhanced substantially by enactnent of
| egi sl ation requiring such advance notification and the
performance of appropriate precautionary measures.

It is the intent of this act to inprove occupational and public
safety in this Comonweal th by reducing accidents invol ving
contact with overhead electric lines. The severe and often fatal
injuries that can result fromthese accidents nmake it inperative
that the Comonweal th's public policy be directed toward this
obj ecti ve.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Overhead Hi gh
Vol t age Line Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

“Aut hori zed person.” |ncl udes:

(1) An enployee of a public utility which produces,
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transmts or distributes electricity.

(2) An enployee of a public utility which provides and
whose wor k invol ves comruni cati on services or a State, county
or nuni ci pal agency whi ch has authorized comruni cation
circuit construction on or near the poles or structures of a
public utility.

(3) An enployee of an industrial, comercial or
institutional facility whose work relates to the electrica
systemof that facility.

(4) An enployee of a cable television or conmunication
servi ces conpany aut horized by the owner of the poles to make
cabl e tel evision or comuni cation services attachments.

(5) An enployee or agent of a State, county,
muni ci pal ity or nunicipal agency which has or whose work
relates to overhead electrical |ines or conductors on poles
or structures of any type.

(6) A person or an enployee of an organi zation, which
person or organization is authorized by a public utility,
State, county, rmnunicipality or municipal agency, industrial,
commercial or institutional facility, or cable television or
comuni cation services conpany to act on its behalf in
per formance of work described in paragraphs (1) through (5).
"Hi gh voltage.” Voltage in excess of 750 volts neasured

bet ween conductors or between a conductor and the ground.

"KV." The higher of the nom nal conductor-to-conductor or
conductor-to-ground voltage rating of a high voltage overhead
l'ine, expressed in thousands of volts.

"Overhead line." All bare or insulated electrical conductors
i nstal | ed abovegr ound.

"Person" or "business entity." A person or entity who
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1 perforns any activity for conpensation which may require him

2 his enployees or any tool, material, object or equipnment to be
3 in proximty with an overhead I|ine.

4 "Public utility.” Public utility corporations and those

5 cooperative corporations, nunicipalities and mruni ci pal

6 authorities which provide services of a public utility nature.
7 Section 3. Activity near overhead |ine; safety regul ations.

8 Unl ess danger agai nst contact with high voltage overhead

9 |lines has been effectively guarded agai nst as provi ded under

10 section 4:

11 (1) A person or business entity, individually, through
12 an agent or enployee, or as an agent or enployee, shall not:
13 (i) require or permt any person to perform any

14 activity upon | and, building, highway or other property
15 or structure if at any tine during the perfornmance of any
16 activity it is possible that the person performng the
17 function or activity could nove or be placed closer to
18 any high voltage overhead line or if it is possible that
19 any part of any tool, object or material used by the
20 person coul d be brought closer to any high voltage
21 overhead line during the performance of any function or
22 activity than the followi ng clearances indicated in
23 subpar agraph (ii); or
24 (i1i) operate or permt to be operated any nmechani ca
25 equi pnrent or hoi sting equi pnent or any |oad of such
26 equi pnent, any part of which is capable of vertical,
27 | ateral or swinging notion, closer to any high voltage
28 overhead line than the foll ow ng cl earances:
29 (A) For lines rated 50 KV or less, 10 feet of
30 cl earance.
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(B) For lines rated over 50 KV, 10 feet plus .4
inch for each KV over 50 KV.

(2) Nothing in this act is intended to derogate or
conflict with the provisions of any other applicable statute
or regulation specifically including the Cccupational Safety
and Health Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-596, 29 U . S.C. 8§ 651 et
seq.) and pertinent regulations thereunder. In any case of
such derogation or conflict, those superior provisions in
furtherance of the objectives of this act shall prevail.

Section 4. Activity in close proximty to |lines; clearance
arrangenents; procedure; paynent; notice.

(a) Notice.--If any person or business entity desires to
tenporarily carry on any function, activity, work or operation
in closer proximty to any high voltage overhead |ine than
permtted by this act, the person or business entity responsible
for performng the work shall pronptly notify the public utility
operating the high voltage overhead |ine. The person or business
entity may performthe work only after satisfactory nutual
arrangenents, including coordination of work and construction
schedul es, have been nade between the public utility operating
the lines and the person or business entity responsible for
perform ng the work. Arrangenents may incl ude:

(1) placenent of tenporary mechanical barriers or
protective equi pnent to separate and/ or prevent contact
bet ween material, equipnent or persons and the high voltage
over head | i nes;

(2) tenporary de-energization and groundi ng of the high
vol t age overhead |i ne;

(3) tenporary relocation or raising of the high voltage

overhead |line; or
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(4) installation of proximty warning devices.

(b) Continuing requirenents.--The requirenments for
notification set forth in subsection (a) are continuing. Notice
given of work in one location within a site or project does not
constitute notice of work el sewhere on that site or project, nor
shall it constitute notice of work to be perforned at an earlier
or later date within that site or project. A separate notice
shall be given for each location together with the dates such
work is to be perfornmed within a site or project.

(c) Reinbursenent.--The public utility may require
rei nbursenent fromthe person or business entity responsible for
performng the work in the vicinity of the high voltage overhead
lines of all costs of the public utility operating the high
vol tage overhead |ines in providing arrangenents for clearances.
The public utility is not required to provide the arrangenents
for clearances until an agreenent for paynent has been made
where paynent is allowed and required under this section.

(d) Tinetable.--The public utility shall commence
construction for tenporary clearances within ten cal endar days
of an agreenment for paynent, if required, or fromthe date of
the request of the person responsible for the work if paynent of
costs is not required.

Section 5. Regul ations; enforcenent.

This act shall be enforced by the Departnent of Labor and
I ndustry, which shall promnul gate regul ati ons necessary to carry
out the provisions of this act.

Section 6. Violation.

(a) Liability.--1f a violation of this act results in

physi cal or electrical contact with any hi gh voltage over head

line, the person or business entity violating this act is liable
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to and shall indemify the public utility operating the high

vol tage overhead |ine for all damages to the facilities and al
costs and expenses, including danmages to third persons for
injuries or death, incurred by the public utility as a result of
t he contact.

(b) Indemification.--In any claimor action for damages,
injury or death brought by any person against a public utility
whi ch produces, transmts or distributes electricity arising out
of circunmstances related to this act, the public utility shal
have the right to join, for purposes of indemification and
contribution, the enployer of such person or to initiate a
separate action for indemification and contribution.

Section 7. Exenptions.

This act does not apply to construction, reconstruction,
operation or mai ntenance by an authorized person of overhead
el ectrical or conmunication circuit or conductors and their
supporting structures or electrical generating, transm ssion or
di stribution systens or communi cati on systens.

Section 8. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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