PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1544 PRINTER S NO. 1738

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1216 %%

I NTRODUCED BY HOLL, DECEMBER 9, 1997

SENATOR TOMWLI NSON, COVMUNI CATI ONS AND HI GH TECHNCOLOGY, AS
AMENDED, MARCH 10, 1998

AN ACT
Requiring the Departnent of Aging to place certain information
on the Internet; and providing for certain duties of the
Department of Health and the Departnent of Aging.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
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SECTION 1. SHORT TI TLE.

N
~

TH' 'S ACT SHALL BE KNOMW AND MAY BE CI TED AS THE LONG TERM

N
oo

CARE FACI LI TY CONSUMER | NTERNET | NFORMATI ON ACCESS LAW

N
(o]

SECTI ON 2. DEFI NI TI ONS.
30 THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED I N THI S ACT SHALL
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HAVE THE MEANINGS G VEN TO THEM I N THI S SECTI ON UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:

"AREA AGENCY ON AG NG " AN AGENCY DESI GNATED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF AG NG | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE OLDER AMERI CANS ACT
OF 1965 (PUBLIC LAW89-73, 42 U S.C. § 3001 ET SEQ ) AND ARTI CLE
XXI'l-A OF THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.177, NO 175), KNOMN AS
THE ADM NI STRATI VE CCDE OF 1929, TO PLAN AND PROVI DE A
COVPREHENSI VE AND COORDI NATED SYSTEM OF SERVI CES FOR OLDER
ADULTS AND TO SERVE AS THE ADVOCATE FOR OLDER PERSONS | N THE
COVMMUNI TY.

"DEPARTMENT. " THE DEPARTMENT OF AG NG OF THE COVMONWEALTH.

"FACILITY." A LONG TERM CARE NURSI NG FACI LI TY AS DEFINED I N
SECTI ON 802.1 OF THE ACT OF JULY 19, 1979 (P.L.130, NO 48),
KNOWN AS THE HEALTH CARE FACI LI TI ES ACT.

"LONG TERM CARE FACI LI TY I NFORVATION SITE" OR "SITE." THE
| NTERNET SI TE ESTABLI SHED UNDER SECTI ON 3( A) .

SECTI ON 3. LONG TERM CARE NURSI NG FACI LI TY CONSUMER
| NFORVATI ON.

(A) SITE.--WTH N ONE YEAR OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S
ACT, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLI SH AN | NTERNET SI TE TO PROVI DE
CONSUMERS W TH | NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG LONG- TERM CARE NURSI NG
FACI LI TI ES AND RELATED SERVI CES I N TH S COVMONWEALTH.

(B) FORMAT. - - THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE THE | NFORVATI ON
REQUI RED UNDER THI S SECTI ON I N A MANNER THAT PROMOTES CONSUMER
UNDERSTANDI NG AND ACCESSI BI LI TY.

(© | NFORVATI ON. - - THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DETERM NE THE
I NFORVATI ON RELATI NG TO FACI LI TIES TO BE POSTED UNDER SUBSECTI ON
(A). TH'S | NFORVATI ON SHALL BE LI M TED TO DATA THAT IS A MATTER
OF PUBLI C RECORD AND ROUTI NELY COLLECTED BY COMMONVEALTH
AGENCI ES.
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(D) LONG TERM CARE | NFORMATI ON. - - THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
DETERM NE THE LONG- TERM CARE FACI LI TY SERVI CES THAT ARE REQUI RED
TO BE DI SCLOSED BY FEDERAL OR STATE LAW THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
DEVELOP A LI ST OF SUCH SERVI CES AND DETERM NE WHI CH | NFORVATI ON
SHALL BE POSTED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (A), | NCLUDING BUT NOT LI M TED
TO

(1) 1 NSTRUCTI ONS ON HOW TO ACCESS PUBLI C | NFORVATI ON

REGARDI NG FACI LI TY LI CENSURE H STORY, CURRENT CERTI FI CATI ON

AND LI CENSE STATUS, | NCLUDI NG ANY CURRENT DEFI Cl ENCI ES AND

ANY PLAN OF CORRECTI ON, AS DETERM NED AND AUTHORI ZED BY THE

DEPARTMVENT OF HEALTH.

(2) 1 NSTRUCTI ONS ON HOW TO ACCESS SERVI CES UNDER THE

OVBUDSMAN PROGRAM AND THE ROLE OF THE OVBUDSMAN PROGRAM

(3) STANDARD VI SI TI NG HOURS.
(4) AVAILABI LI TY OF TELEPHONE ACCESS FOR PRI VATE USE.
(5) WRI TTEN DESCRI PTI ON OR PATI ENTS' RI GHTS AND

RESPONSI BI LI TI ES.

(6) WRI TTEN POLI Cl ES REGARDI NG A DECLARATI ON MADE UNDER

20 PA.C.S. CH. 54 (RELATING TO ADVANCE DI RECTI VE FOR HEALTH

CARE) .

(7) SUCH OTHER FEDERAL OR STATE REQUI REMENTS, AS

DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

(E) FACILITY | NFORMATI ON. - - THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DETERM NE
THE | NFORMATI ON RELATI NG TO A SPECI FI C FACI LI TY THAT SHALL BE
POSTED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (A). THE FACI LI TY | NFORMATI ON SHALL
| NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LI M TED TO

(1) NAMVE OF THE FACI LITY.

(2) ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF THE FACI LI TY.
(3) LI CENSED BED CAPACI TY OF THE FACI LI TY.

(4) OWER OF FACILITY AND MANAG NG COMPANY, |F
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APPLI| CABLE.
(5) TYPE OF SPONSCRSHI P, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TGO,
GOVERNMENTAL, NONPROFI T AND FOR- PROFI T OR RELI G QUS
AFFI LI ATI ON, | F APPLI CABLE.
(6) PAYMENT SOURCES ACCEPTED, | NCLUDING BUT NOT LIM TED
TO, MEDI CARE, MEDI CAl D, VETERANS' ADM NI STRATI ON, LONG TERM
CARE | NSURANCE AND PRI VATE PAY.
(7) EXI STENCE AND AVAI LABI LI TY OF SPECI FI C THERAPY
SERVI CES, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TGO PHYSI CAL THERAPY,
OCCUPATI ONAL THERAPY, SPEECH THERAPY AND RESPI RATORY THERAPY.
(8) EXI STENCE OF A RESI DENT COUNCI L.
(9) EXI STENCE AND AVAI LABILITY OF A REG STERED
DI ETI TI AN.
(10) EXI STENCE OF SPECI AL UNI'TS, TO | NCLUDE DEDI CATED
ALZHEI MER S DI SEASE/ DEMENTI A UNI TS OR PARKI NSON S UNI TS.
(11) AVAILABILITY OF ONSI TE MEDI CAL SERVI CES, | NCLUDI NG
DENTI STS, PODI ATRI STS, PHARVACI STS AND OPHTHALMOLOGE STS OR
OPTOMETRI STS.
(12) I NFORVATI ON ON HOW TO CONTACT THE LOCAL AREA AGENCY
ON AG NG | NCLUDI NG THE SERVI CES AVAI LABLE TO PERSONS OVER 60
YEARS OF AGE THROUGH THE LOCAL AREA AGENCY ON AG NG
(13) | NFORVATI ON ON COMMUNI TY RESOURCES THAT CAN ASSI ST
IN THE SELECTI ON OF A LONG TERM CARE FACI LI TY, SUCH AS TRADE
ASSCCl ATI ONS OR CONSUMER ADVOCACY GROUPS.
(F) AVAI LABILITY. --EACH NURSI NG FACI LI TY SHALL POST A COPY
OF I'TS ADDRESS LI STI NG ON THE LONG TERM CARE FACI LI TY
I NFORVATI ON SI TE NEXT TO | TS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH LI CENSE. A
NURSI NG FACI LI TY SHALL PROVI DE A COPY OF I TS LI STING ON THE
LONG TERM CARE FACI LI TY | NFORVATI ON SI TE TO EACH PROSPECTI VE
RESI DENT OR REPRESENTATI VE OF THE PROSPECTI VE RESI DENT, AND,
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UPON REQUEST, TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLI C.

(G LIMTATIONS. --NOTHING I N THI' S ACT SHALL REQUI RE THE
DEPARTMENT TO COLLECT DATA FROM NURSI NG FACI LI TI ES OR OTHER
SERVI CE PROVI DERS OR TO MAKE QUALI TATI VE JUDGVENTS REGARDI NG ANY
OF THE | NFORVATI ON | NCLUDED ON THE SI TE. NOTHI NG IN TH S ACT
SHALL REQUI RE OR PERM T THE DEPARTMENT TO POST | NFORVATI ON
DEEMED TO BE CONFI DENTI AL UNDER ANY FEDERAL OR STATE LAW

(H CORRECTI ONS. - - THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CORRECT ERRORS FOUND
N THE | NFORVATI ON | NCLUDED ON THE SI TE WTHI N 30 DAYS OF
RECEI PT OF NOTI FI CATI ON OF THE ERROR

(1) VERI FI CATI ON. - - THE DEPARTMENT OR THE DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH MAY REQUI RE VERI FI CATI ON OF | NFORMATI ON FROM FACI LI TI ES
AS | T DEEMS NECESSARY.

(J) DI SCLOSURE. - - THE STATE LONG TERM CARE OVBUDSMAN | N THE
DEPARTMENT OF AG NG SHALL ANNUALLY MAI L THE ADDRESS OF THE SI TE
TO THE LOCAL LONG TERM CARE OVBUDSMAN OF EACH AREA AGENCY ON
AG NG EACH FACI LI TY LI CENSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND TO
THE PENNSYLVANI A COUNCI L ON AG NG
SECTI ON 4. COLLECTI ON OF | NFORNMATI ON.

(A) COOPERATI ON BY COVMONVEALTH AGENCI ES. - - THE DEPARTMVENT OF
HEALTH AND ANY OTHER COMMONVEALTH AGENCY THAT REGULATES OR
COLLECTS | NFORVATI ON FROM A LONG TERM CARE FACI LI TY OR RELATED
SERVI CE PROVI DER SHALL COOPERATE W TH AND PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON TO
THE DEPARTMENT AS REQUI RED TO ESTABLI SH AND MAI NTAIN THE SI TE.
COOPERATI ON SHALL | NCLUDE THE PROVI SI ON OF REPORTS,

QUESTI ONNAI RES AND OTHER | NFORVATI ON | N A TI MELY MANNER.

(B) STANDARD FORMS. - - THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP STANDARD FORMS TO COLLECT THE
| NFORMATI ON REQUI RED UNDER SECTI ON 3(E) .

(© | NFORMATI ON NOT ROUTI NELY COLLECTED. - - | NFORVATI ON
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REQUI RED TO BE POSED THAT IS NOT' ROUTI NELY COLLECTED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH OR ANY OTHER COVMONWEALTH AGENCY SHALL BE
PROVI DED TO THE DEPARTMENT BY THE FACI LI TY. THE DEPARTMENT OR
THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SHALL REQUEST ADDI TI ONAL | NFORVATI ON
FROM PRI VATE AND COMMUNI TY ORGANI ZATI ONS, OR RELATED SERVI CE
PROVI DERS OR OTHER ENTI TI ES NECESSARY TO CARRY QUT THE

PROVI SIONS OF THI S ACT

SECTI ON 5. EFFECTI VE DATE
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TH' 'S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT I N 90 DAYS.
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