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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1095 55

I NTRODUCED BY STOUT AND MADI GAN, MARCH 16, 2006

REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATI ON, MARCH 16, 2006
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 5, 1984 (P.L.587, No.119), entitled "An
act enpowering the Departnent of Transportation to preserve
and inprove rail freight service in the Coomonweal th by
maki ng grants, | oans or other assistance available to
qual i fied applicants; authorizing a conprehensive rail study;
maki ng an appropriation; and naking repeals," further
providing for definitions and for program authority.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definition of "capital project” in section 3
of the act of July 5, 1984 (P.L.587, No.119), known as the Rai
Frei ght Preservation and | nprovenent Act, is anended and the
section is anended by adding a definition to read:

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

* * %

"Capital project."” Acquisition of property, |abor and

mat eri al s for equi pping, furnishing, constructing,
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reconstructing, rehabilitating or inproving rail freight
transportation systens or facilities, but shall not include
accel erat ed mai nt enance.

* * %

"Railroad user." Any person, firmor corporation which is a

direct user or pronoter of the devel opnent of any rail frei ght

transportati on system facility or service in this Conmbnweal t h.

* * %

Section 2. Section 6(a) of the act is anended to read:
Section 6. Program authority.

(a) Authority.--The departnent is hereby authorized, wthin
the limtation herein provided to:

(1) Provide operating subsidy grants to railroad
conpani es, transportation organizations or nmunicipalities to
defray, or assist in defraying, the net deficit incurred by
such entities in providing essential rail freight
transportation services within the Comonweal t h.

(2) Provide grants to railroad conpanies, transportation

organi zations, railroad users or nunicipalities to defray, or

assist in defraying, the cost of accel erated nmai ntenance

projects performed on rail lines within the Commonweal t h.
(3) Undertake capital projects and to provide and

adm ni ster capital project grants to railroad conpani es,

transportation organi zations, railroad users or

muni ci palities. The departnent shall not operate or provide
directly rail freight transportation services on its own rai
lines or on lines owed by others, nor shall a capital

proj ect be undertaken in order to enable the departnent to
provide directly rail freight transportation services.

Not wi t hst andi ng the provi sions of sections 302 and 303 of the
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act of February 9, 1999 (P.L.1, No.1), known as the Capital

Facilities Debt Enabling Act. The departnent is authorized to

nmake grants for capital projects up to $250, 000 wi t hout

aut hori zation or item zation in an approved capital budget.

(4) Acquire by purchase, |ease, em nent domain
proceedi ngs, gift or otherwise, all and any property, in such
estate as determ ned by the secretary, for pronoting the
pur poses of this act, including the property of a public
utility. Al municipalities and corporations are hereby
authorized to donate property to the departnment. Em nent
domai n proceedi ngs shall be in accordance with the act of
June 22, 1964 (Sp.Sess., P.L.84, No.6), known as the Em nent
Donmai n Code, and the departnment is enpowered to join with any
muni ci pality or transportation organi zation in obtaining any
property through the em nent donmain proceedi ngs.

(5) Undertake research, studies, analysis and pl anni ng,
to make grants to railroad conpanies, transportation
organi zations and municipalities for research, studies
anal ysis and planning, relating to any phase of rail freight
transportation services, systens and facilities, including
t he managenent, operation, capital requirenments and economc
feasibility thereof, and any preparation of engineering and
architectural surveys, plans and specifications and ot her
simlar activities prelimnary to and in preparation for
construction, acquisition or inproved operation of rail
freight transportation services, systens and facilities
wi thin the Commonweal t h.

(6) Undertake denonstration projects and to nmake grants
to railroad conmpani es, transportation organizations and

muni ci palities for denonstration projects, including the
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devel opnent, testing and denonstration of new facilities,
equi pnent, techni ques and nmethods of providing rail freight
transportation services, systens and facilities within the
Conmonweal t h.

(7) Undertake marketing activities and to make grants to
rail road conpani es, transportation organi zati ons and
muni ci palities for marketing activities designed to foster
the fullest and nost efficient utilization of rail freight
transportation services, systens and facilities within the
Commonweal th. Marketing activities may be undertaken by
contract with the departnment or by subcontract with a grantee
of the departnent, upon approval of the subcontract by the
secretary.

(8) Undertake audits of any project being financially
assisted by the departnment. The departnent may hire outside
auditors to performsuch functions or nay direct its grantees
to engage such auditors and include the expense thereof as an
el i gi bl e program cost.

* * %

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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