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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 917 5

| NTRODUCED BY ROCKS, JUBELI RER, W LLI AM5, SALVATORE, HELFRI CK
JONES AND ANDREZESKI, MAY 9, 1989

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, MAY 9, 1989
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AN ACT
Providing for the establishnment and operation of regional poison
control centers throughout this Comonweal t h; inposing powers
and duties on the Departnent of Health; and making an
appropri ation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Regi onal
Poi son Control Centers Act.
Section 2. Legislative findings and policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) Poison control activities are inportant in terns of
reduci ng the nunber of accidental poisonings, providing
i mredi at e nmedi cal attention when needed and | owering health
care costs.
(2) Poisonings are the nobst conmon nontraumatic

pedi atri c energency and al so anong one of the npbst conmon

causes of acci dental deaths.



(3) Poison prevention and treatnent progranms can be
successful in reducing accidental poisonings, pronoting child
safety practices, inproving public education, |owering

treatment costs and saving lives.
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5 (4) It is the policy of the Commonwealth to pronote the
6 establ i shment of a regional poison control network to direct,
7 coordi nate and provi de Statew de poison control services in

8 an effort to reduce accidental poisonings and to provide

9 expenditures for such purposes.

10 Section 3. Definitions.

11 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

12 have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

13 context clearly indicates otherw se:

14 "Certified regional poison control center.” An established
15 regional poison control center which is certified by the

16 departnment to be in conpliance with all the standards for

17 regional poison control centers promul gated by the departnent.
18 "Departnent."” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonwealt h.
19 Section 4. Regional poison control centers.

20 (a) Establishnent.--The departnent shall establish,

21 inplement and adm nister a programfor a Statew de network of

22 regional poison control centers which will provide efficient and
23 effective services to all areas of this Conmmonweal th. The

24 departnent shall exam ne and desi gnate existing regional poison
25 control centers prior to the establishnment of a new regional

26 poison control center

27 (b) Review. --Every three years the departnent shal

28 reexam ne every designated regional poison control center.

29 Section 5. Powers and duties of departnent.

30 (a) General rule.--The departnment has the foll ow ng powers
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and duties relating to the establishnent and operati on of

regi onal poison control facilities:

(1) To provide services, which may include:
(1) Dissemnation of expert information and
consul tation services to professional personnel on the
di agnosi s, treatnent and nmanagenent of suspected or
actual poi sonings.
(ii) Dissemnation of information, emergency first
aid and referral services to the general public.
(ti1) Coordination, assurance and nonitoring of
poi son prevention and nedi cal managenent prograns for the
prof essi onal community and the general public in the
region it serves.
(iv) Collection of uniformdata and research
activity to enhance poi son control managenent.
(2) To set staffing requirenments, including the nunber,
qual i fications and training of personnel.
(3) To set operational requirenents, including
avai lability of and access to services and informational
resources, public and professional education and protocols.
(4) To devel op conprehensive treatnment capabilities and
a categorized systemof treatnent facilities for the region.
(5) To establish a health professional outreach program
(6) To establish a regional data collection system
including a nmethod of insuring the confidentiality of data
required by | aw.
(7) To make grants to certified regional poison control
centers in anounts equal to 12¢ for each individual residing
in the area served by the certified regional poison control

center.

19890S0917B1046 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

e e T e T T S = SE S
© 00 N o oo M wWw N - O

(8) To pronulgate regulations for the establishnment,

i npl enent ati on and adm nistration of regional poison control

centers.

(b) Existing standards.--The standards used by the
departnment for certification of regional poison control centers
shall, as a mnimum conply with the standards pronul gated by
t he Anerican Association of Poison Control Centers.

Section 6. Annual report.

The departnent shall nake an annual report to the CGeneral
Assenbly of its findings and recommendati ons concerning the
ef fectiveness, inpact and benefits derived fromthe prograns as
establ i shed under this act. The report shall be submtted by
February 1 and shall contain eval uations of the prograns.
Section 7. Appropriation.

The sum of $1, 500,000, or as mrmuch thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Health
for fiscal year July 1, 1989, to June 30, 1990.

Section 8. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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