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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 895 *ua”

| NTRODUCED BY CGREENLEAF, LOEPER, HOLL, STOUT, KASUNI C, CONTI
SCHWARTZ, KUKOVI CH, BELL, BOSCOLA, COSTA, DENT, CGERLACH,
HART, KITCHEN, LAVALLE, SALVATORE, TARTAGLI ONE, TOM.I NSON
WAGNER AND W LLI AMS5, MAY 3, 1999

REFERRED TO ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY, MAY 3, 1999

O (o0} ~NoO O~ WNE

e e T e T T S = SE S
© 00O N o oo M W N - O

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," providing for advance notification of
pestici de application within schools, school grounds,
athletic fields and pl aygrounds.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 772.1. Noti fication of Pesticide Treatnents at

School s.--(a) For an i ndoor pesticide treatnent at a school

building, the certified applicator or pesticide application

techni ci an shall supply the pest control informati on sheet and a

pest control sign, which shall be at | east ei ght and one-half by

eleven (8 1/2 by 11) inches in size, to the chief adm ni strator

or buil ding manager. The chi ef adm nistrator or buil di ng nmanager
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shall be responsible for all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Posting the sign in an area of conmbn access that

individuals are likely to view on a requl ar basis at | east

seventy-two (72) hours before and for at |east two (2) days

foll ow ng each pl anned treat nent.

(2) Providing the infornati on sheet to every indivi dual

working in the school building at | east seventy-two (72) hours

bef ore each pl anned treat nent.

(3) Providing notice in witing to the parents or guardi ans

of the students enrolled in that school building at | east

seventy-two (72) hours before each pl anned treatnent. The notice

shall include the nane, address and tel ephone nunber of the

applicator applying the treatnent, day of treatnment and the

pesticide utilized. The notice may be included in normal school

communi cations to parents or guardi ans and need not be nmnil ed

separately to parents or guardi ans.

(b)Y For an outdoor treatnent to be applied anywhere on

school grounds, including, but not limted to, athletic fields

or playgrounds, the certified applicator or technici an shal

supply the pest control infornmati on sheet and a pest control

sign, which shall be at | east eight and one-half by el even (8

1/2 by 11) inches in size, to the chief adm nistrator or dgrounds

manager. The pest control sign shall be posted at the field or

pl ayground to be treated at | east seventy-two (72) hours before

and for two (2) days after the pl anned treatnent.

(c) School officials at a school with an athletic field or a

pl ayground to be treated with a pesticide shall include the

following information in any reqgistration materials that they

distribute to parents or guardi ans of children attendi ng the
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(1) The school periodically applies pesticides i ndoors and

on school grounds.

(2) Information on the application of pesticides is

avai |l able at the request of the parents or guardi ans.

(d) The secretary shall establish by requl ati on procedures

for energency pesticide applications for which the required

notification in subsections (a) and (b) nmay be wai ved. The

requl ati ons shall include the foll ow ng:

(1) Energency pesticide applications shall be all owed only

in the event of an imMmedi ate threat to the health and safety of

students and enpl oyes.

(2) Before any energency application, students and enpl oyes

shall vacate the portion of the building or grounds to be

treated and shall not be allowed to return to that porti on of

the buil ding or grounds for at |east twenty-four (24) hours

foll owi ng the application.

(3) School officials shall notify by tel ephone any parents

or quardi ans who have requested such notification. Schools shal

advi se parents of their right to request notificati on of

ener gency pesticide use on an annual basis and shall expl ain

procedures for requesti ng such notification.

(e) Each school district and private el enentary or secondary

school shall maintain detailed records of all chenical pest

control treatnments for a period of at | east three (3) years.

(f) The board of school directors of each public school

district and the governi ng boards of private schools shall, on

or before Septenber 1, 2000, adopt an i ntegrated pest nanagenent

pl an that i ncorporates the standards devel oped by the

Secretaries of Agriculture and Educati on.

(g) The Secretaries of Agriculture and Education, with the

19990S0895B1010 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

assi stance of the board, shall devel op and adopt standards for

the i ntegrated pest managenent plan no |later than March 1, 2000.

The secretaries shall al so prepare nodel integrated pest

managenent plans and sanple materials for use by schools in

devel opi ng and adopting their inteqrated pest managenent pl ans.

The Departnment of Agriculture shall provide materials, training

and assi stance to schools in devel opi ng i ntegrated pest

managenent plans. I n devel opi ng standards for the inteqgrated

pest nmanagenent plan, the board shall consult with a person who

is know edgeable in the area of integrated pest nanagenent in

school s. The standards shall include the foll ow ng:

(1) A requirenent that the | east toxic nethods available to

control pests, rodents, insects and weeds be used.

(2) A hierarchy of treatnents that schools shall use in

controlling pests, rodents, insects and weeds.

(3) A uniformpest control sign to be utilized in school

bui | di ngs which neets the requirenents of this section.

(h) (1) A pesticide nmay be applied in a school building only

during periods in which students are not expected to use the

bui l ding for normal acadenic instructi on or organi zed

extracurricular activities for at |east twenty-four (24) hours

foll owi ng the application.

(2) A pesticide may be applied on school grounds only during

periods in which students are not expected to use the treated

porti on of the grounds for nornmal acadenmi c instruction or

organi zed extracurricular activities for at | east twenty-four

(24) hours followi ng the application. The secretary shal

establi sh by requl ati on standards for pesticide applicati on on

school grounds, including, but not limted to, the buffer areas

around the treated portion of the grounds in which students wll
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not be permtted for twenty-four (24) hours after application.

(3) If a portion of a school buil ding having a separate

ventil ati on systemwhich is separated fromthe renmni nder of the

bui | di ng by snoke or fire doors is treated with a pesticide, the

twenty-four (24) hour waiting period established under paragraph

(1) shall apply only for the treated portion of the buil ding.

Students shall not be present for nornal academ c i nstruction or

organi zed extracurricular activities for at | east twelve (12)

hours in the untreated portion of the building. Access to the

treated portion of the building, plus a buffer zone as

prescri bed by the secretary, shall be restricted for twenty-four

(24) hours. In all such applications, the school shall nake

every effort to prevent the pesticide frommgrating i nto the

untreated portion of the building, including sealing doors and

wi ndows fromthe treated portion of the buil di ng.

(4) Under no circunstances shall pesticides be applied in a

school building or on school grounds when students are present

in the school building or on school grounds for normal academnm c

instructi on or organi zed extracurricular activities, except as

provided in subsection (d).

(5) The secretary shall pronul gate requl ati ons whi ch

establi sh procedures for pesticide applications in school

bui | di ngs and on school qgrounds of schools in which students are

in residence.

(i) (1) D sinfectant and anti m crobi al products shall be

exenpted fromthe notification and recordkeepi ng requi renents of

subsections (a) and (e) and the restrictions on application in

subsection (h).

(2) Application of self-contained bait packages placed in

areas not accessible to students shall be exenpted fromthe
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notification and restriction on applicati on requirenments of

subsections (a) and (h).

(i) The Commonweal th shall rei nburse a school district for

i ncreased costs associated with the inplenentation of this act

if the school district can denponstrate that the act has

i ncreased total pest control costs for the district, after

adj usting for savings fromreduced pesticide use. Costs for

bui | di ng and grounds nmai nt enance shall not be eligible for

rei nbursenent. Costs for first class mailings of notices to

parents shall not be eliqgible for rei nbursenent unl ess a

district can denonstrate a conpelling need to use other than

nornmal school conmmuni cations to notify parents in a tinely

fashi on. The secretary shall establish standards by requl ati on

whi ch shall specify reasonable costs eligible for reinbursenent,

a schedul e for subm ssion of reinmbursenent requests by school

districts and procedures for review and verificati on of

rei nbursenent requests.

(k) The secretary shall pronul gate requl ati ons whi ch defi ne

a perineter treatnent and adopt the definitions provided by

Federal |aw for the purpose of indoor pesticide treatnent.

(1Y The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this

section shall have the neanings given to themin this subsecti on

unl ess the context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Applicator." A certified applicator, private applicator,

commerci al applicator or public applicator.

"Board." The Pesticide Advisory Board of the Departnent of

Agricul ture of the Conmmonweal t h.

"Certified applicator." An individual who is certified under

section 16.1, 17 or 17.1 of the act of March 1, 1974 (P.L. 90,

No. 24), known as the "Pennsyl vani a Pesticide Control Act of
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1973," as conpetent to use or supervise the use or application

of any pesti ci de.

"Commercial applicator." A certified applicator, whether or

not he is a private applicator with respect to sone uses, who

uses or supervises the use of any pesticide on the property or

preni ses of another or on easenents granted under State | aw, or

any applicator who uses or supervises the use of any restricted-

use pesticide on property owned or rented by himor his

enpl oyer, when not for purposes of produci ng an agri cul tural

product. The secretary nay by regqul ati on deem certain types of

applicators using any pesticide on their own property or that of

their enpl oyer as commercial applicators.

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Agriculture of the

Commpnweal t h.

"I ndoor pesticide treatnent." A pesticide treatnment that

i ncl udes an outside perineter treatnment of the building if the

primary purpose of the treatnent is to treat the inside of the

"Insect." Any of the nunerous small invertebrate ani nals

generally having a nore or | ess obvi ously segnented body, for

the nost part belonging to the class | nsecta, conprising SiXx-

| egged, usually winged forns, as, for exanple, beetles, bugs,

bees and flies, and to other allied classes of arthropods whose

menbers are w ngl ess and usually have nore than six | egs, as,

for exanple, spiders, mtes, ticks, centipedes and wood |i ce.

"I ntegrated pest nmanagenent plan." A deci sion-maki ng process

whi ch i ncludes i nspecti on and pest identification, nonitoring of

pest and beneficial insect popul ati ons and recor dkeepi ng of

sane, injury-level assessnment to determ ne when treatnent is

needed, treatnent selection and application with pest prevention
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1 nethods, such as habitat nodification and sanitati on neasures,

2 and nontoxic controls being the primary selections, and

3 evaluation of results.

4 "Nermat ode.” An invertebrate aninmal of the phylum

5 Nenmt hel minthes and class Nermatoda, that is, unsegnented round
6 worns with elongated, fusiformor sac-like bodies covered with
7 cuticle and inhabiting soil, water, plants or plant parts. The
8 termincludes nenmas and eel wor ns.

9 "Qutdoor pesticide treatnment.” An outdoor pesticide

10 treatnent that is applied anywhere on the school grounds,

11 including, but not limted to, athletic fields or playgrounds.
12 "Person.” An individual, partnership, association,

13 corporation or any organi zed group of persons, whether

14 incorporated or not.

15 "Pest.” An insect, rodent, nenmatode, fungus, weed or_other
16 formof terrestrial or aquatic plant or animal life or virus,

17 bacteria or other mcro-organi sm except viruses, bacteria or

18 other micro-organisnms on or in living man or other living

19 aninals, declared to be a pest under section 25(c)(1) of the
20 Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (61 Stat.
21 163, 7 U.S.C. 8§ 136 et seq.).
22 "Pest control infornmation sheet."” A docunent which contains
23 the date of treatnment, the nane, address and tel ephone nunber of
24 the applicator, the pesticide utilized and any other information
25 that is required by the Secretary of Agriculture.
26 "Pesticide." A substance or m xture of substances intended
27 for preventing, destroying, repelling or mtigating a pest and a
28 substance or m xture of substances intended for use as a pl ant
29 requlator, defoliant or desiccant.
30 "Pesticide application technician.” An individual enployed
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1 by a conmercial applicator or governnental agency who, having

2 net the conpetency requirenents as set forth in the act of Mrch
3 1, 1974 (P.L.90, No.24), known as the "Pennsylvani a Pesticide

4 Control Act of 1973," is registered by the Secretary of

5 Agriculture to apply pesticides under the direct supervision of
6 a certified applicator.

7 "Private applicator.” A certified applicator who uses or

8 supervises the use of a pesticide which is classified for

9 restricted use for purposes of producing an agricultural

10 commodity on property owned or rented by the applicator or the
11 applicator's enployer or, if applied wthout conpensation other
12 than trading of personal services between producers of

13 agricultural commodities, on the property of another person.

14 "Public applicator.” A certified applicator who applies

15 pesticides as an enploye of the Conmonwealth or its

16 instrunentalities or a |ocal agency.

17 "School." A public or private elenentary or secondary school
18 wherein a resident of this Commonwealth may fulfill the

19 conpul sory school attendance requirenents and which neets the
20 applicable requirenents of Title IV of the Cvil R ghts Act of
21 1964 (Public Law 88-352, 78 Stat. 241). The term al so includes a
22 kindergarten program operated by a school.
23 "Secretary."” The Secretary of Agriculture of the
24 Commonweal t h.
25 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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