PRINTER S NO. 656

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 605 %5

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, ERI CKSON, RAFFERTY, BOSCOLA, MJSTO, FONTANA
C. WLLIAMS, BROME, COSTA, KITCHEN, RHOADES, WOZN AK, LOGAN
AND WONDERLI NG, MARCH 20, 2007

REFERRED TO BANKI NG AND | NSURANCE, MARCH 20, 2007
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), entitled "An
act relating to insurance; anending, revising, and
consolidating the I aw providing for the incorporation of
i nsurance conpani es, and the regul ation, supervision, and
protection of hone and foreign insurance conpanies, Lloyds
associ ations, reciprocal and inter-insurance exchanges, and
fire insurance rating bureaus, and the regulation and
supervi sion of insurance carried by such conpani es,
associ ations, and exchanges, including insurance carried by
the State Workmen' s | nsurance Fund; providing penalties; and
repeal i ng existing | aws, " providing for autism spectrum
di sorders cover age.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), known
as The I nsurance Conpany Law of 1921, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 635.2. Autism Spectrum Di sorders Coverage.--(a) A

health i nsurance policy delivered, issued, executed or renewed

by an insurer in this Conmbnwealth on or after the effective

date of this section shall provide coverage for auti sm spectrum

di sorders for an individual |ess than 24 years of age and




i ncl ude coverage for the foll owi ng care and services:

(1) Habilitation care.

(2) Psychiatric care.

(3) Psychol ogi cal care.

(5) Respite care

(6) Therapeutic care.

(b)Y Coverage provided under this section shall be subject to
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2
3
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5 (4) Rehabilitation care.
6
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a maxi nrum of two thousand dollars ($2,000) benefit per nonth for

10 the covered individual, adjusted annually by the average

11 percentage i ncrease or decrease of private nedical insurance

12 prenmuns each vear. This limt shall not apply to the coverage

13 of other health conditions of the individual not related to the

14 treatnent of auti sm spectrum di sorders.

15 (c) Coverage under this section shall be subject to

16 copaynent, deducti bl e and coi nsurance provi sions of a health

17 insurance policy to the extent that other nedical services

18 covered by the policy are subject to those provisions.

19 (d) This section shall not apply to the foll owi ng types of

20 policies:

21 (1) Accident only.

22 (2) Limted benefit.

23 (3) Credit.

24 (4) Dental.

25 (5)_ Vision.

26 (6) Specified disease.

27 (7) Medicare suppl enent.

28 (8 CGuvilian Health and Medical Program of the Uniforned

29 Servi ces (CHAMPUS) suppl enent.

30 (9) Long-termcare or disability incone.
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(10) Workers' conpensati on.

(11) Autonobil e nmedi cal paynent.

(e) As used in this section, the foll owi ng words and phrases

shall have the neanings given to themin this subsecti on unl ess

the context clearly indicates otherw se:

(1) "Autism spectrum di sorders" neans any of the pervasive

devel opnental di sorders as defined by the nost recent edition of

the Di agnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM,

i ncluding autistic disorder, Rett's disorder, chil dhood

di sintegrative di sorder, Asperger's di sorder and pervasive

devel opnent di sorder not ot herw se specified.

(2) "Habilitation care" neans care desi gned to assi st

individuals in acquiring, retaining and i nproving the self-help,

soci ali zati on and adaptive skills necessary to reside

successfully in hone or comunity-based settings. Habilitation

care may be provided for up to 24 hours a day based on the needs

of the individual receiving the care and i ncludes, but is not

limted to, health, social or honme or conmunity-based services

or other services needed to insure the optimal functi oning of an

individual in the individual's home or conmunity-based setting.

(3) "Health insurance policy" neans any qgroup health,

si ckness or accident policy or subscriber contract or

certificate i ssued by an insurance entity subject to one of the

(i) This act.

(ii) The act of Decenber 29, 1972 (P.L.1701, No.364), known

as the "Health Mai nt enance Organi zati on Act."

(iii) The act of May 18, 1976 (P.L.123, No.54), known as the

"I ndi vi dual Acci dent and Sickness | nsurance M ni mum St andar ds
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(iv) 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to hospital plan

corporations) or 63 (relating to professional health services

pl an cor porations).

(4) "Psychiatric care" neans direct or consultative services

provi ded by a psychiatrist licensed in the state in which he or

she practi ces.

(5) "Psychol ogi cal care" neans direct or consultative

services provided by a |licensed psychologist in the state in

whi ch he or she practices.

(6) "Rehabilitation care" neans professional, counseling and

qgui dance services and treatnent prograns that are necessary to

devel op, maintain and restore, to the naxi nrum extent

practi cabl e, the functioning of an individual.

(7) "Respite care" neans care furnished in relief of the

prinmary care-giver on an internmttent basis for a linmted period

to an individual who resides prinmarily in a private resi dence

when such care will help the individual to continue residing in

the private residence. This termshall include nursing care or

private nursing care provided on a respite basis.

(8) "Therapeutic care" neans services provided by |licensed

or certified speech therapi sts, occupati onal therapists,

physi cal therapists or behavioral health specialists.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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