HOUSE AVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 401, 1107 PRINTER S NO. 1336

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 395 5%

| NTRODUCED BY LOEPER, O PAKE, GREENLEAF AND BELL, MARCH 6, 1979

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
NOVEMBER 14, 1979

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

2 "An act providing for and reorgani zi ng the conduct of the

3 executive and admi nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
4 Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative

5 departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

6 i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
7 Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

8 aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative

9 departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
10 duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
11 of ficers, and of the several adm nistrative departnents,

12 boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
13 Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive

14 and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointnment of
15 certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

16 ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
17 and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the

18 nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

19 assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
20 conmmi ssions shall be determ ned,” providing for certain

21 notification responsibilities of |ocal |aw enforcenent

22 agenci es, and providing for an exception to CREDI TS AGAI NST <—
23 CLAI M5 AND TO the m ni mum al | owabl e cl ai m AND CHANG NG AN <—
24 EFFECTI VE DATE

25 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

26 hereby enacts as follows:
27 Section 1. Section 477, act of April 9, 1929 (P.L. 177,
28 No.175), known as "The Adm ni strative Code of 1929," anended
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Decenber 10, 1976 (P.L.1305, No.287), is anended by adding a
definition to read:

Section 477. Definitions.--So far as it relates to the crine
victim s conpensation provisions, the following terns shall be
defined as:

* * %

"Local | aw enforcenent agency"” neans a police departnent of a

city, borough, incorporated town or township.

* * %

Section 2. Section 477.5 AND SUBSECTION (E) OF SECTION 477.9 <—
of the act, awended ADDED July 9, 1976 (P.L.574, No.139), s ARE <—
amended to read:

Section 477.5. Mnimum Al lowable Caim--(a) No award shal
be made on a claimunless the claimnt has incurred a m ninmum
out - of - pocket | oss of one hundred dollars ($100) or has | ost at
| east two continuous weeks' earnings or support.

(b)Y The requirenents of subsection (a) shall not apply where

the victimwas sixty (60) years of age or older at the tine the

crine occurred.

SECTION 477.9. AWARDS. --* * * <—
(E) [ANY] EXCEPT FOR CLAI M5 | NVOLVI NG DI SMNEMBERMVENT OR LOSS

OF AN EYE, ANY AWARD MADE PURSUANT TO THI S ACT SHALL BE REDUCED

BY THE AMOUNT OF ANY PAYMENTS RECEI VED OR TO BE RECEI VED BY THE
CLAI MANT AS A RESULT OF THE I NJURY (1) FROM OR ON BEHALF OF THE
PERSON WHO COW TTED THE CRI ME, (11) UNDER ANY | NSURANCE
PROGRAMS | NCLUDI NG THOSE MANDATED BY LAW (111) UNDER ANY
CONTRACT OF | NSURANCE VWHEREI'N THE CLAI MANT |'S THE | NSURED
BENEFI Cl ARY, (1V) FROM PUBLI C FUNDS, OR (V) AS AN EMERGENCY
AVWARD PURSUANT TO SECTION 477.8 OF TH S ACT.

* * %
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SECTION 3. SECTION 477.16 OF THE ACT, ADDED DECEMBER 10, <—
1976 (P.L.1305, NO 287), IS AVENDED TO READ

SECTI ON 477.16. EFFECTI VE DATE. - - THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ONS
477 THROUGH 477.15, | NCLUSIVE, OF TH S ACT SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE
IN EFFECT AS OF [ OCTOBER 29, 1976] OCTOBER 25, 1976

NOTW THSTANDI NG PRI OR PROVI SI ONS TO THE CONTRARY. CLAI M5 SHALL
BE ACCEPTED FOR CRI MES COWM TTED ON OR SUBSEQUENT TO SUCH DATE.
Section 4. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 477.17. Responsi bilities of Local Law Enforcenent

Agencies.--(a) Al local |aw enforcenent agencies shall insure

that all of its officers and enployes are famliar with crine

victim s conpensation as provided for in sections 477 through

477.17 of this act. Instruction concerning crine victins

conpensation shall be nmade a part of the training curriculumfor

all trainee officers.

(b) Local | aw enforcenent agencies shall advise the victins

of crines reported to it of the availability of crine victins

conpensation as provided by this act. THE TERM "VICTI M AS USED <—

IN TH'S SUBSECTI ON SHALL BE A VICTIM AS DEFINED BY TH S ACT. The

noti ce required under this subsection shall be in witing and

shall include the foll owi ng paraqgraph:

"I f you have sustai ned physical injury as a direct result

of a crine of violence, or are leqgally dependent for support

upon a person who has sustai ned physical injury or death as a

direct result of a crine of violence, or, in the event of a

death caused by a crine of violence, you have |l egally assuned

or voluntarily paid the nedical or burial expenses incurred

as a direct result thereof, you may qualify for

i ndemrmi fication by the State of Pennsylvania for the out-of -

pocket wages, nedical or burial expenses whi ch you have
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incurred as a result of the crine. Cains nust be filed with

the Crine Victinmls Conpensati on Board for the State of

Pennsyl vania. For further information regarding this program

pl ease contact:

( Nane, busi ness address and tel ephone

nunber of the | ocal | aw enforcenent

agency)

or

Crine Victims Conpensati on Board

Departnent of Justice

1910 Paxton—Street <

Harri sburqg, Pennsyl vani a 17104 <—

Inportant: The statute provides that, absent certain

ext enuati ng circunstances, a clai mant has one year fromthe

date of the crine to file his claimwith the Crine Victins

Conpensati on Board."

(c) The witten notification provided for in subsection (b)

shal|l be acconpani ed by three copies of the application formfor

crine victims conpensati on. These forns shall be supplied by

the Crine Victinls Conpensati on Board to all |ocal | aw

enforcenent agencies. The record of the date and address of al

letters of notification shall be mai ntai ned by every | ocal | aw

enf or cenent agency.

(d) Any officer of a |local | aw enforcenent agency whose

duties include the investigation of crines may notify victins or

their famlies of the availability of conpensati on under this

act by giving thema card or sheet bearing the paraqgraph as

quoted i n subsection (b) above. A record of such personal notice

shall be mai ntai ned by the | ocal | aw enf orcenment agency.

(e) In nunicipalities which do not have a | ocal | aw
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enf orcenent agency, the board shall by rule establish procedures

whereby it, together with the State Police, shall give the

notice to victins of crines as provided in this section.

Section 4 5. This act shall take effect immedi ately except <—

that the notice requirenments of section 477.17 (b), (c) and (d)

o 0o B~ W N

shall take effect in three nonths.

B28L46DGS/ 19790S0395B1336 - 5 -



