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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 288 %%

| NTRODUCED BY CORMAN, MOWERY, PUNT, STAPLETON, VWH TE AND
WOZNI AK, FEBRUARY 2, 1999

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, FEBRUARY 2, 1999
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania, providing for the election of justices and
j udges of the Suprenme Court, the Superior Court and the
Commonweal th Court from established judicial districts.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of

Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That sections 2, 3, 4 and 11 of Article V be anended to read:

§ 2. Suprene Court.

The Suprene Court (a) shall be the highest court of the
Commonweal th and in this court shall be reposed the suprene
judicial power of the Conmonwealt h;

(b) shall consist of seven justices, to be elected from

seven judicial districts which shall be established by | aw, one

of whom shall be the Chief Justice; and
(c) shall have such jurisdiction as shall be provided by

| aw.
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8§ 3. Superior Court.
The Superior Court shall be a statew de court, and shal
consi st of the nunber of judges, which shall be not |ess than

[ seven] 15 judges, to be elected from15 judicial districts

whi ch shall be established by |aw, and have such jurisdiction as

shall be provided by this Constitution or by the General
Assenbly. One of its judges shall be the president judge.
§ 4. Commonweal th Court.

The Commonweal th Court shall be a statew de court, and shal

consi st of the nunber of judges, which shall be not |ess than

ni ne judges to be elected fromnine judicial districts which

shal|l be established by |aw, and have such jurisdiction as shal

be provided by law. One of its judges shall be the president
j udge.
§ 11. Judicial districts; boundaries.

[ The nunber and boundaries of judicial districts shall be
changed by the CGeneral Assenbly only with the advice and consent
of the Suprene Court.]

(a) The nunber of justices of the Suprene Court and the

nunber of judges of the Superior Court and the Commonweal th

Court elected fromeach judicial district fixed by | aw pursuant

to sections 2, 3 and 4 shall provide every resident of the

Commpnweal th with approxi mately equal representati on on a court.

(b)Y The General Assenbly shall establish by | aw

(1) The judicial districts fromwhich justices of the

Suprene Court and judges of the Superior Court and the

Commpnweal th Court shall be el ected.

(2) A transition to an appellate court judiciary el ected

fromjudicial districts.

(3) The effect of set judicial districts upon
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eligibility to seek retention el ecti on.

(4) Residency qualification for el ecti on or appoi nt nent

to the appell ate court judiciary.

(5) The order in which judicial districts shall el ect

justices of the Suprene Court and judges of the Superior

Court and the Commonweal th Court.

(6) A decennial realignnent of the appellate judicial

districts based on the Federal Census shall begin in the year

2011 and each ten years thereafter.

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of this proposed constitutional anmendnent, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
required advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of this proposed constitutional amendnent.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of this
proposed constitutional anendnent, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article Xl of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
this proposed constitutional anendnent. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt this proposed constitutional anendnent
to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the first
primary, general or nunicipal election occurring at |east three
nont hs after the proposed constitutional anendnment is passed by

the General Assenbly which nmeets the requirenents of and is in
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1 conformance with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of

2 Pennsyl vani a.
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