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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 137 %%

| NTRODUCED BY SCHWARTZ, WAGNER, MELLOW EARLL, LOGAN, KUKOVI CH,
MUSTO, COSTA, CONTI, ORI E, TARTAGLI ONE, STOUT, MOVERY,
RAFFERTY, O PAKE, KITCHEN AND M WH TE, SEPTEMBER 10, 2003

| NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, SEPTEMBER 10, 2003
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A RESCLUTI ON

Urging the advancenent of an interoperability systemfor first
responders and Federal and State agenci es.

WHEREAS, Due to the events of Septenber 11, 2001, it is clear
that terrorist attacks nmay occur in any town or nei ghborhood of
t hi s Cormonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, The Congress of the United States has allocated $85
mllion to Pennsylvania over the |ast four years to train and
equi p our first responders; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly has appropriated |arge suns to
fund honel and security initiatives; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Enmer gency Managenent Agency (PEMA)
has provi ded gui dance to communities in the devel opnent and
coordi nation of an interoperability conmunication system which
i ncl udes an 800 negahertz radi o system and the voice and data
satellite conmuni cati on systens PaSTAR (the Pennsyl vani a
St at ewi de Tel econmruni cati ons and Alerting Systen) and SEVAN (the

Satellite Emergency Voice Alerting Network); and
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WHEREAS, In order to create a regional network of sean ess
comuni cati on, many townshi ps and boroughs have updated their
| ocal energency response plans to respond to terrorist acts and
have established mutual aid agreenents w th nei ghboring
muni ci palities; and

WHEREAS, First responders such as local police and fire
departnments can utilize these frequencies in coordination with
Federal and State | aw enforcenent agencies in the event of a
terrorist attack; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate of Pennsyl vani a acknow edge t hat
Congress has provided funding for emergency preparedness
initiatives; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Senate of Pennsylvania urge Congress to
continue to provide the necessary funding for further
initiatives, including increased interoperability between
Federal, State and | ocal |aw enforcenent agencies and first
responders; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

menber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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