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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 115 =35

| NTRODUCED BY ERI CKSON, HELFRI CK, KITCHEN, M WAH TE, KUKOVI CH
MOWERY, MJSTO, O PAKE, BELL, BOSCOLA, SCHWARTZ, THOVPSON,
GERLACH, RHOADES AND WOZNI AK, OCTOBER 1, 2001

SENATOR D. VH TE, | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS, AS AMENDED
JANUARY 23, 2002
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A RESOLUTI ON

Menorializing the President and Congress of the United States to

anmend regul ati ons that prohibit the use of Federal Medicaid

funds for prison MENTAL HEALTH AND MENTAL RETARDATI ON <—

PROGRAMS AND drug and al cohol rehabilitation prograns.

WHEREAS, Studi es have shown that approxi mately 80% of prison
inmates are affected by nmental health/nental retardation and
drug and al cohol problens; and

VWHEREAS, Studi es have confirnmed that 33%of all crimnal
justice costs are related to substance abuse; and

WHEREAS, Data indicates that 40% of State prisoners will be
rel eased in the next 12 nonths and studi es denonstrate that
approximately 50%to 60% of inmates rel eased fromprison wll
reengage in crimnal activity; and

WHEREAS, In 1999 approximately 3,773,600 Anerican adults were
on probation and nearly 713,000 were on parole with m ni nal
subst ance abuse treatnent; and

WHEREAS, Research has proven that rehabilitation prograns

sharply reduce rates of recidivism thereby ending a vicious and



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N RN R NN N NN R P R R R R R R R R
0o N o o A WO N R O ©O 0O N o A wN - O

socially destructive cycle of entry and exit fromprison; and
WHEREAS, By providing funds to establish drug and al cohol
rehabilitation progranms in State and county prisons, the State
will be able to reduce the judicial and operational costs
associated with repeat offenders and recidivism and
WHEREAS, Current |aw prohibits the use of Federal Medicaid
funds for drug and al cohol rehabilitation prograns in prisons
under 42 CFR 8§ 435.1009 (relating to definitions relating to
institutional status); thereferebeit AND <—
WHEREAS, CURRENT LAW ALSO PROHI BI TS THE USE OF FEDERAL
MEDI CAI D FUNDS FOR MENTAL HEALTH AND MENTAL RETARDATI ON
TREATMENT PROGRAMS | N PRI SONS UNDER 42 CFR § 435. 1009 ( RELATI NG
TO DEFI NI TI ONS RELATI NG TO | NSTI TUTI ONAL STATUS) ; AND
VWHEREAS, TREATMENT SHOULD LEAD TO A DECREASE | N RECI DI VI SM
AMONG PRI SONERS AFFLI CTED W TH MENTAL HEALTH AND MENTAL
RETARDATI ON PROBLEMS; THEREFORE BE | T
RESCLVED, That the Senate of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
menorialize the President and Congress of the United States to
amend 42 CFR 8 435.1009 to permit the use of Federal Medicaid
funds for prison MENTAL HEALTH AND MENTAL RETARDATI ON TREATMENT  <—
PROGRAMS AND drug and al cohol rehabilitation prograns and
thereby afford states throughout the nation the ability to
reduce recidivismand | ower crine through pritsen PRI SO\ <—
ADM NI STERED TREATMENT AND rehabilitation prograns; and be it
further
RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the President, the presiding officers of each house of Congress

and to each nenber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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