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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 22, 1970 (P.L.378, No.122), entitled

"An act concerning nursing honmes; providing for the |icensing

of persons charged with the general adm nistration of such

homes; prescribing the powers and duties of the State Board
of Exam ners of Nursing Home Adm nistrators; fixing fees and
maki ng certain acts unlawful ,” further providing for

qual i fications for adm ssion to exam nati on.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 6 of the act of June 22, 1970 (P.L.378,
No. 122), known as the Nursing Home Administrators License Act,
anmended April 13, 1973 (P.L.15, No.5) and Decenber 20, 1985
(P.L. 375, No.106), is anended to read:

Section 6. Qualifications for Adm ssion to Exam nation.--(a)
The board shall admt to exam nation for |icensure as a nursing
home adm ni strator any candi date who pays a fee established by
t he board by regul ati on and submts evidence of good noral
character and suitability prescribed by the board, and, that he

is at |least twenty-one years old, a citizen of the United

States, or that he has duly declared his intention of becom ng a
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citizen of the United States, and that he has conpl et ed
prelimnary education satisfactory to the board.

(a.1) The board shall not issue a license or certificate to

an appli cant who has been convicted of a fel oni ous act

prohi bited by the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known

as "The Controll ed Substance, Druqg, Device and Cosnetic Act," or

convicted of a felony relating to a controll ed substance in a

court of law of the United States or any other state, territory

or _country unl ess:

(1) at least ten years have el apsed fromthe date of

convi cti on;

(2) the applicant satisfactorily denonstrates to the board

that the applicant has nade significant progress in personal

rehabilitati on since the conviction such that |icensure of the

appli cant shoul d not be expected to create a substantial risk of

harmto the health and safety of nursing hone residents or the

public or a substantial risk of further crimnal violations; and

(3) the applicant otherw se satisfies the qualifications

contained in or authorized by this act.

(b) On and after July 1, 1970 no applicant for license as a
nursi ng home adm nistrator shall be admtted to the licensing
exam nation, nor be entitled to or be granted a |license as a
nursi ng home adm nistrator unless he shall submt witten
evi dence, on forns provided for such purpose by the board, that
he has graduated froma high school or secondary school approved
and recogni zed by the educational authorities of the state in
whi ch such school is located, or a political division thereof,
or has submtted a certificate indicating that he has obtained
hi gh school or secondary school equival ency, such certificate

being duly certified by a state educational authority or a
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political division thereof, and that he has conplied with the
provi si ons of subsection (d) of this section.

(c) On and after January 1, 1977 no applicant for |icense as
a nursing hone adm nistrator shall be admtted to the |icensing
exam nation, nor be entitled to or be granted a license as a
nursi ng home adm nistrator unless he shall submt witten
evi dence, on forns provided for such purpose by the board that
he has successfully conpleted two years' college | evel study
after secondary school study in an accredited institution of
hi gher | earning, and that he has conplied with the provisions of
subsection (d) of this section.

(d) On and after July 1, 1970, each applicant who has not
conpl eted a regul ar course of study or programin an accredited
institution of higher |earning, which course of study or program
shall have been approved by the board as bei ng adequate academ c
preparation for nursing home admi nistration, shall in addition
to nmeeting the requirenments of subsection (a) of this section,
submt evidence satisfactory to the board that he has attended
speci al i zed courses or a programof study in an area relevant to
nursi ng home admnistration, as required by the rules and
regul ati ons of the board.

(e) A candidate who applies for exam nation under and
pursuant to subsection (c) of this section, in lieu of the
educational requirenents provided for therein, may submt
evi dence satisfactory to the board that he has obtai ned one year
of practical experience in nursing home adm nistration or in
related health facility adm nistration for each year of required
post - hi gh school or post-secondary school education.

(f) Any person who has operated a nursing hone for a period

of three years or nore shall be admtted to the |licensing
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exam nation w thout the necessity of submtting witten evi dence
of high school graduation or its equivalent.

(f.1) The followi ng shall apply begi nni ng one year after the

effective date of this subsection:

(1) No applicant for license as a nursi ng hone adm ni str ator

shall be admitted to the |licensing exanm nati on, nor be entitl ed

to or be granted a |license as a nursi ng hone admi ni strat or

unl ess the applicant subnmts witten evidence on forns provi ded

for such purpose by the board that the applicant has recei ved a

baccal aureate degree or naster's degree froman accredited

institution of higher learning in a course of study or program

whi ch shall have been approved by the board as bei ng adequat e

acadeni ¢ preparati on for nursing hone adnm nistrati on, that the

appli cant has acquired acceptabl e practi cal experi ence, and that

the applicant has conplied with the provisions of subsections

(a) and (a.1).

(2) Each applicant who has recei ved a baccal aureate degree

or naster's degree froman accredited instituti on of higher

| earni ngq, which degree was not in a course of study or program

approved by the board as bei ng adequate academ c preparation for

nursi ng hone adm ni stration, shall, in addition to nmeeting the

remai ni ng requirenments of clause (1) of this subsecti on, submt

evi dence satisfactory to the board that the applicant has

attended specialized courses or a programof study in an area

rel evant to nursing hone adnini stration, as required by the

rul es and requl ati ons of the board.

(g) (1) The board shall, within six nonths of the effective
date of this act, initiate the pronul gation of regul ations
approvi ng speci alized graduate and undergraduate courses of

study in this Commonweal th, which shall be accepted by the board
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as relevant to the practice of nursing hone adm nistration. Such
courses shall include, but not be limted to, nursing hone

adm nistration[,] and health facility adm nistration [and
geriatric social work].

(2) The board shall, within six nonths of the effective date
of this act, initiate the promul gation of regulations setting
forth the practical experience acceptable [in |lieu of the
educational requirenents set forth in subsections (c) and (d).]

in addition to the educati on requirenents in subsection (f.1).

(h) As used in this section, the term"conviction" shal

i nclude a judgnent, an adnission of quilt or a plea of nolo

contendere. An applicant's statenent on the application

decl ari ng the absence of a conviction shall be deenmed

sati sfactory evidence of the absence of a conviction, unless the

board has evidence to the contrary.

Section 2. The anmendment of section 6 of the act shall not
apply to nursing honme adm nistrators |icensed by the
Commonweal th prior to the effective date of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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