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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 46 5

| NTRODUCED BY BODACK, COSTA, WAGNER, MUSTO, TARTAGLI ONE, EARLL
MADI GAN, HELFRI CK, MELLOW BELL, PUNT, STAPLETQN, SALVATCRE
KUKOVI CH, W LLI AM5, O PAKE, KASUNI C, BELAN, LAVALLE, FUMO,
KI TCHEN, SCHWARTZ, BOSCCOLA, WOZNI AK, STOUT, HUGHES AND
RHOADES, MARCH 24, 1999

REFERRED TO | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS, MARCH 24, 1999
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A RESOLUTI ON

Menori al i zing Congress to require conprehensive coverage of

di abetic treatnent, supplies and self-nanagenent training in

all Federal and federally regul ated i nsurance prograns.

VWHEREAS, There are 15.7 million diabetics in the United
States, 40% of whom do not know they have the disease; and

WHEREAS, Al nost 20% of peopl e over 65 years old have
di abet es; and

WHEREAS, Di abetes is the seventh | eading cause of death in
the United States and the third | eadi ng cause of death by
di sease in Pennsylvani a; and

VHEREAS, Nationw de there are 187,000 di abetes-rel ated deat hs
annual Iy, including an estinmated 12,000 di abetes-rel ated deat hs
i n Pennsyl vani a each year, three tines the nunber of deaths from
AI DS, Al zheiner's disease and hom ci de; and

WHEREAS, Di abetes is a controllable disease in which sharp

reductions in rates of conplications can be obtained with proper

managenent of bl ood glucose |levels, specifically, a 56%
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reduction in the incidence of kidney disease, a 60% reduction in
bl i ndness and a 61% reduction in nerve di sease; and

WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Health Care Cost Contai nnent
Council, inits report on the act of Cctober 16, 1998 (P.L.784,
No. 98) (Act 98 of 1998), stated that it "finds evidence to
suggest that providing diabetics with supplies, nedication,
sel f - managenent education and nedical nutrition therapy can be
both nedically and cost effective"; and

WHEREAS, |n 1998, Pennsyl vania becane the 30th state to
require private and group health insurance plans to provide
conprehensi ve coverage for diabetic supplies and sel f-nmanagenent
trai ning; and

WHEREAS, Act 98 of 1998 provides new benefit coverage to an
estimated 4.5 mllion Pennsyl vani ans who have heal th i nsurance
policies that can be regulated by the State; however, no State
mandat e applies to insurance prograns run or regulated by the
Federal Government; and

WHEREAS, The Federal Governnent has provided for general
Medi care coverage of sonme supplies needed for persons with
di abet es; however, insulin and syringes are excluded; and

WHEREAS, A | arge nunber of individuals who have insurance
under self-funded health plans regul ated by the Enpl oyee
Retirenment Incone Security Act of 1974 have no guarantee of any
sort of coverage; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
menori al i ze Congress to enact the sane mandated benefits as
contained in Act 98 of 1998 in all Federal insurance prograns
and all federally regul ated, self-funded health insurance
progranms governed by the Enpl oyee Retirenent |Incone Security Act

of 1974; and be it further
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1 RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
2 the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

3 nenber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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