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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2710 %%

| NTRODUCED BY YOUNGBLOOD, BEBKO-JONES, BELFANTI, PI STELLA,
ROBI NSON, TRELLO, RAMOS, HORSEY, LEDERER, W LLI AMS, BI SHOP,
BUTKOVI TZ, KELLER, OLI VER AND THOVAS, JUNE 13, 1996

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JUNE 13, 1996
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for health services
and for dental exam nations and dental hygi ene servi ces.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1402(a.1l) and (e) of the act of March 10,
1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended or added July 15, 1957 (P.L.937, No.404) and Decenber 7,
1965 (P.L.1041, No.390), are anmended and the section is anended
by addi ng subsections to read:

Section 1402. Health Services.--* * *

(a.1) Every child of school age shall be provided with
school nurse services: Provided, however, That the nunber of

pupi |l s under the care of each school nurse shall not exceed [one

t housand five hundred (1,500)] seven hundred fifty (750).

* * %



(e) The school physicians of each district or joint board
shall nmake a nedi cal exam nation and a conprehensi ve appr ai sal
of the health of every child of school age, (1) upon original
entry into school in the Conmonwealth, (2) while in [sixth]
fifth grade, (3) while in [eleventh] eighth grade, and (4)
[prior to the issuance of a farmor donestic service permt

unl ess the child has been given a schedul ed or special nedical

exam nation within the preceding four nonths.] while in eleventh

grade. The health record of the child shall be made available to

t he school physician at the tine of the regularly schedul ed

heal t h apprai sal s.

* * %

(g) A child shall be eligible for practice or participation

in a sport only when there is on file with the school nurse a

certificate of consent for each sport which is signed by his

par ent or guardi an.

(h) No child shall be eligible to represent his hi gh schoo

in any interschol astic athletic contest unl ess he has been

exanm ned by a |licensed physician of nedi ci ne or osteopathic

medi cine, a certified school nurse practitioner or physician

assi stant before his first sports season of that acadeni c year

and the physician, certified school nurse practitioner or

physi ci an assi stant has si gned an examni nati on certificate.

Bef ore each subsequent sports season of the sane academ c year

he shall be reexam ned or certified by a |licensed physici an of

medi ci ne or osteopathic nedicine, a certified school nurse

practiti oner or a physician assistant that his condition is

sati sfactory before he commences to train or practice the

i ntended sport, and the physician, certified school nurse

practiti oner or physician assi stant shall sign the exam nation
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certificate. The exami nation for fall sports shall not be given

earlier than July 1. The exam nati on, reexan nation or

certification for all other sports shall not be given earlier

than six (6) weeks prior to the begi nning of practice for each

appli cabl e sport.

Section 2. Section 1403 of the act, anended August 27, 1963
(P.L.1380, No.535), is anended to read:

Section 1403. Dental Exam nations and Dental Hygi ene
Services.--(a) Al children of school age in the Comonwealth,
(1) upon original entry into the school, (ii) while in the third

grade, [and] (iii) while in the seventh grade, and (iv) while in

the tenth grade, shall be given a dental exam nation by a school

dentist: Provided, however, That this requirenent shall not
apply to those school districts or joint school boards which
have instituted a program of dental hygi ene services as provided
in subsection (b) of this section.

(b) Any school district or joint school board may institute
a program of dental hygi ene services for children of school age,
whi ch program shall be approved by the Secretary of Health, and
for that purpose may enpl oy dental hygienists.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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