PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 2975 PRINTER S NO. 3253

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2257 5%

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. FI NEMAN, MANDERI NO, ENGLEHART, | RVI S,
RYAN, BERSQON, RAPPAPORT, BUTERA, SPENCER, SCI RI CA AND
W D. HUTCH NSON, MARCH 24, 1976

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, MAY 25, 1976
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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania by providing for additional judges for the
Superior Court, andfeor—thei+r—initialtermof—office- <—
CHANG NG CERTAI N PROVI S| ONS RELATI NG TO CONFI RVATI ON AND <—
I NI TI AL TERVMS, AND FURTHER PROVI DI NG FOR THE PRESI DENT JUDGE
OF THE SUPERI OR COURT.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
t he Commonweal th of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance wth
t he provisions of the—eleventh—artiecle ARTICLE Xl thereof. <—
That seetienthree—artieclefive SECTION 3 AND SUBSECTION (B) <—
OF SECTI ON 13 OF ARTICLE V AND SECTION 11 OF THE SCHEDULE TO

ARTI CLE V of the Constitution of the Cormonweal th of

Pennsyl vani a be anended to read:
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THE JUDI Cl ARY
SECTI ON 3. SUPERI OR COURT. - - THE SUPERI OR COURT SHALL BE A

STATEW DE COURT, AND SHALL CONSI ST OF THE NUMBER OF JUDGES,

VH CH SHALL BE NOT LESS THAN SEVEN JUDCES, [ONE OF WHOM SHALL BE

THE PRESI DENT JUDGE,] AND [ITS] HAVE SUCH JURI SDI CTI ON AS SHALL

BE [ AS] PROVI DED BY LAW ONE OF ITS JUDGES SHALL BE THE
PRESI DENT JUDGE.

SECTI ON 13. ELECTION OF JUSTI CES, JUDGES AND JUSTI CES OF THE
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PEACE, VACANCI ES. --* * *
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(B) A VACANCY IN THE OFFI CE OF JUSTI CE, JUDGE OR JUSTI CE OF

=
=

THE PEACE SHALL BE FI LLED BY APPO NTMENT BY THE GOVERNOR. THE

=
N

APPO NTMENT SHALL BE W TH THE ADVI CE AND CONSENT OF TWO- THI RDS

=
w

OF THE MEMBERS ELECTED TO THE SENATE, EXCEPT IN THE CASE OF

H
o

JUDGES OF THE SUPERI OR COURT AND JUSTI CES OF THE PEACE WH CH

=Y
(63}

SHALL BE BY A MAJORITY. THE PERSON SO APPO NTED SHALL SERVE FOR

=Y
(e}

AN I NI TI AL TERM ENDI NG ON THE FI RST MONDAY OF JANUARY FOLLOW NG

=
\l

THE NEXT MUNI Cl PAL ELECTI ON MORE THAN TEN MONTHS AFTER THE

=Y
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VACANCY OCCURS, EXCEPT I N THE CASE OF PERSONS SELECTED AS

=
O

ADDI TI ONAL JUDGES TO THE SUPERI OR COURT, VWHERE THE GENERAL

N
o

ASSEMBLY NMNAY STAGGER AND FI X THE LENGITH OF THE INITI AL TERMS OF

N
=

SUCH ADDI TI ONAL JUDGES BY REFERENCE TO ANY OF THE FI RST, SECOND

N
N

AND THI RD MUNI CI PAL_ELECTI ONS MORE THAN TEN MONTHS AFTER THE

N
w

ADDI T1 ONAL JUDGES ARE SELECTED. THE MANNER BY WH CH ANY

N
~

ADDI T1 ONAL JUDGES ARE SELECTED SHALL BE AS PROVI DED BY ACT OF

N
(63}

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

* * %

N DN
~N O

SCHEDULE TO JUDI Cl ARY ARTI CLE

N
oo

SECTI ON 11. SELECTI ON OF PRESI DENT JUDGES. --(A) EXCEPT IN

N
(o]

THE CI TY OF PH LADELPHI A, SECTION TEN (D) OF THE ARTI CLE SHALL
30 BECOVE EFFECTI VE UPON THE EXPI RATI ON OF THE TERM OF THE PRESENT
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PRESI DENT JUDGE, OR UPON EARLI ER VACANCY.
(B)  NOTW THSTANDI NG SECTION 10 (D) OF THI S ARTICLE THE

PRESI DENT JUDGE OF THE SUPERI OR COURT _SHALL BE THE JUDGE LONGEST

I N CONTI NUOUS_SERVI CE ON SUCH COURT | F SUCH JUDGE WAS A MEMBER

OF SUCH COURT ON THE FI RST MONDAY OF JANUARY, 1976. |F NO SUCH

JUDGE EXISTS OR 1S WLLING TO SERVE AS PRESI DENT JUDGE THE

PRESI DENT JUDGE SHALL BE SELECTED AS PROVIDED BY TH S ARTI CLE.

Section 2. This proposed anendnment and schedul e thereto
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shall be submtted by the Secretary of the Commonwealth to the
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qualified electors of the State, at the primary el ection or

=
=

el ection next held after the advertising requirenents of article

=
N

el even, section one of the Constitution of the Cormonweal t h of

=
w

Pennsyl vani a have been sati sfi ed.
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