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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2257 5%

| NTRODUCED BY FI NEMAN, MANDERI NO, ENGLEHART, | RVIS, RYAN
BERSQN, RAPPAPCRT, BUTERA, SPENCER, SCI RI CA AND
W D. HUTCH NSON, MARCH 24, 1976

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 24, 1976
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A JO NT RESCLUTI ON

Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th

of Pennsylvania by providing for additional judges for the

Superior Court and for their initial termof office.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
t he Commonweal th of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance wth
the provisions of the eleventh article thereof.

That section three, article five of the Constitution of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a be anmended to read:

Section 3. Superior Court.--The Superior Court shall be a

St atewi de court and, except as nmay otherw se be provided by | aw,

shall consist of seven judges, one of whom shall be the

presi dent judge, and its jurisdiction shall be as provided by

| aw. The president judge shall be the judge | ongest in

conti nuous service on such court. Upon the adoption of this

anendnent by the el ectorate, such Statew de court shall consi st

of such nunber of judges as the General Assenbly nmay by | aw
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provi de, except that such court shall always consist of not | ess

t han seven judges.

SCHEDULE TO SECTI ON 3 OF ARTI CLE V

This schedule is part of section 3 of Article V, and it is
i ntended that the provisions contained herein shall have the
force and effect as those contained in section 3 of this
article.

Thi s anendnent and schedul e shall take effect when approved
by the electorate, but such court shall continue to consist of
seven judges until additional judges are otherw se provided by
I aw.

(1) Notwi thstanding any thing to the contrary in Article V,
where the General Assenbly authorizes additional judges for such
court, it shall in such |aw stagger and fix the Il ength of the
initial terns of such additional judges, but the initial term of
any such judge shall not extend beyond the first Mnday of
January, 1984. Such additional judges shall be initially
appoi nted by the Governor with the advice and consent of the
majority of the nenbers elected to the Senate. Any subsequent
appoi ntment by the Governor to such court shall be in the manner
and for such termas is prescribed by Article V.

(2) Notwi thstanding any thing in this anendnent to the
contrary, the present judges of such court may conplete their
terms of office and may be el ected or retained for additional
terms in the manner provided in Article V.

Section 2. This proposed anendnment and schedul e thereto
shall be submtted by the Secretary of the Commonwealth to the
qualified electors of the State, at the primary el ection or
el ection next held after the advertising requirenents of article

el even, section one of the Constitution of the Cormonweal th of
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1 Pennsyl vani a have been sati sfi ed.
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